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L E T T E R,  &c. 


TJ  NDERSTANDING  that  a folicitude 
refpeding  the  fecurity  of  Proteftant  tenures, 
fhould  the  Roman  Catholics  be  reftored  to 
their  parliamentary  privileges,  has  lately  a 
good  deal  agitated  fome  liberal-minded  men 
in  Ulfter  ; a folicitude  much  increafed  by  a 
general  perfuafion  that  a map  now  fecretly 
exids,  delineating  the  diftri&s  and  manors  of 
each  forfeiting  family — I take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
drefling to  fo  meritorious  an  Aflociation,  a few 
pages  regarding  an  apprehenfion  which  appears 
to  me  unfounded  and  delufive  ; and  powerfully 
fubverfive  of  the  prefent  aufpicious  and  pro- 
greflive  interefts  of  this  late  emerging  country. 
And  I remember  that  upon  moving  the  Addrefs 
to  Lord  Charlemont  at  Belfalt,  in  behalf  of  the 
Catholics,  in  1784,  when  a few  fuppofed  great 
authorities  of  the  day  were  againlt  us,  and 
when  we  carried  it  by  means  of  the  people,  la 
B oppofltion 
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oppofition  to  their  leaders,  the  only  argument 
I had  to  combat  was  the  terror  of  forfeiture : 
the  danger  of  the  church  wras  not  mentioned, 
nor  apprehended  : and  when  circular  letters 
were,  in  no  very  dignified  manner  fecretly  dif- 
patched  by  expreffes  to  Derry,  and  to  other 
Volunteer  Affemblies,  afterwards  to  be  re- 
viewed, to  defeat  the  progrefs  of  that  munifi- 
cent fentiment,  no  fear  but  that  of  forfeiture 
w7as  inculcated- — which  underhand  efforts  of  a 
fewr,  fuccefsful  for  the  time  againft  the  princi- 
ples of  the  many,  I recal  to  your  recolle&ion, 
to  warn  you  againft  fimilar  attempts  and  con- 
fequences  in  future. — Confide  not  in  affumed 
authorities;  the  liberal  and  the  moderate,  upon 
their  own  principles , muft  be  with  you  ; and  the 
higotted  in  this  quejlion , however  learned,  or  ami- 
able, are  to  be  pitied  ! and — to  be  laid  afide  ! — - 
If  they  have  aught  fubftantial  to  offer,  let  them 
come  forward  with  their  names,  and  boldly 
combat  and  confute  : for  notwdthftanding  the 
defeat  of  that,  day  we  perfevered  in  maintain- 
ing, that  before  a lapfe  of  a dozen  years,  the 
fentiment  w ould  gain  ground  ; — that  the  argu- 
ment of  policy  and  juffice  would  fuperfede  the 
operations  of  avarice  or  of  zeal;  and  your 
valuable  Affociation,  gentlemen,  affords  an 
honourable  illutfration  how  reafonably  ground- 
ed was  that  opinion— 

In  cherifhing  from  my  early  years  the  augufl 
idea  of  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  from 
a profligate,  miftaken,  paffionate,  and  impolitic 
tarrago  of  flatutes  of  penalty  and  difqualifica- 
tion,  I have  frequently  enquired  into  the  mo- 
tives of  my  own  mind,  why  I Ihould  never 
experience  apprehcnfions  upon  this  fubjeft,  in 

common 


( 3 ) 

common  with  many  felfifh,  and  fome  innocent 
antagonifls  of  fuch  a glorious  nfioration  to 
their  country,* — and  it  may  pardonably  be 
obje&ed  againft  me,  that  poll'e  fling,  from  family 
decline,  inconfiderable  property  to  hazard, 
I could  not  be  liable  to  that  delicate  fenfe  of 
danger  which  mult  come  home  to  the  feelings 
of  the  great  Proteftant  proprietors  : But  grant- 
ing I have  little  comparatively,  at  flake,  that 
little  is  my  all ; and  I Hand  in  this  refpeft  ftmi- 
larly  lituated  with  the  majority  of  the  Protef- 
tants- — I hold  myfelf  open  to  convi&ion  by 
any  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  confute  me  ; 
and  I will  then  readily  fubfcribe  to  my  error 
in  now  maintaining  that  fuch  an  apprehenjion  is  a 
panic  infpired  by  interefted  men,  unfupported 
by  argument,  and  unfounded  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  hiftory ; that  it  is  the  fhadow  which  by 
too  intently  gazing  upon,  may  induce  us  to 
relinquifh  the  fubitance  ; and  that  it  ought 
inftantly  and  univerlally  to  be  rejedled  by 
Irifhmen  ; and  finally  returned  to  the  Englilh 
cabinet,  that  Jlore-houfe  of  projedis  for  dividing, 
barbarizing,  and  debilitating  this  ifland. 

“ Let  the  privilege  of  the  peerage,  the 
elective  franchife,  and  the  capacity  of  repre- 
fentation  be  restored  to  the  Catholics,  and 
they  will  compofe  a majority  in  parliament 
who  will  revive  the  Court  of  Claims,  and 
inftitute  an  enquiry  into  defective  titles,  and 
an  invitation  of  realfumption  to  ancient  pro- 
prietors.”— 

Such  is  the  panic  which  obflrucls  national 
union : let  us,  therefore  contemplate  the  ex* 
B % travagant 
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travagant  pofition  ; and  fcrutinize  the  firmnefs 
of  its  foundation. 

It  is  judiciouily  obferved  by  Dr.  M’Kenna, 
that  when  king  James’s  Parliament  revived  the 
Court  of  Claims,  one  hundred  and  two  years 
ago,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  extreme 
delicacy , and  was  mojl  cautivujly  proceeded  upon : 
and  all  that  was  hazarded  was  to  rejlore  perfons 
recently  difpojfejj'ed  by  Cromwell:  but  at  the 
same  time  to  reimburfe  all  the  debent  urers  whom 
it  Jhould  be  found  necefjary  to  ejeft.  And  I chufe 
to  recal  to  your  recollection  this  single 
revival  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  which  was  a 
court  inftituted  by  the  Proteftant  government 
under  Charles  II.  to  adjufl  titles  in  Ireland, 
previous  to  the  acl  of  fettle ment,  becaufe  it  is 
the  ftrong  hold  of  my  antagonifts,  and  the  pre- 
cedent and  authority  for  their  fears — And  yet, 
fmee  thirty-four  years  previous  to  that  refolution 
of  the  Court  of  Claims,  moderate  I may  par- 
donably term  it,  when  palled  by  men  heated 
by  war  and  recent  injury,  the  Cromwelian 
proprietors  have  enjoyed  an  undifturbed  pof- 
feffion  of  one  hundred  and  forty  years ; and 
are  now  additionally  fortified  and  fandioned 
in  their  claim,  by  a long  and  equally  interefted 
catalogue  of  tenants,  creditors,  and  connec- 
tions.— But  the  real  circumltance  of  this  revival 
of  the  Court  of  Claims  wTas,  and  at  the  moment 
of  its paffing  it  was  known  to  a few,  to  be  the 
fad — to  Melfort,  to  Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  to 
Chief  Jullice  Herbert,  and  others, — that  it  was 
a barren,  political  meafure,  for  the  purpofe 
of  keeping  together  their  army , and  increafing  their 
adherents ; meafures  which  every  executive 
body  is  compelled  to  adopt  in  periods  of 
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doubt  and  dillurbance  : but  a meafure  which 
never  would  have  been,  becaufe,  probably,  it 
never  could  have  been  brought  into  effect.  As 
the  great  Harrington,  for  the  purpofe  of  a loan, 
once  propofed  a refolution  in  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment, “ For  letting  out  the  realm  of  Ireland 
for  ever  in  fee  farm  to  the  Jews : It  being 
either  the  vice  of  the  climate,  of  the  foil,  or 
the  contagion  of  the  natives,  that  human 
nature  degenerated  when  tranfplanted  into 
that  ifland.” — 

And  what  does  king  James  himfelf  deliver 
from  the  throne  upon  this  head,  when  opening 
that  memorable  and  patriotic  parliament. — 

ec  I fhall  alfo  moil  readily  confent  to  the 

relieving  of  fuch  as  have  been  injured  by 
ec  the  late  A£ts  of  Settlement,  as  far  forth  as  may 
cc  be  confifient  with  reafon , juftice , and  the 
ic  general  good  of  my  people  ” — [King’s  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes,  7th  of  May,  1689.J 

A promife  of  general  good  to  his  people  more 
fairly,  religioufly,  and  effedually  followed  up 
by  the  manly  moderation  of  this  fubfequent 
refolution  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  than  many  a 
more  explicit  declaration  of  national  advantage 
delivered  from  that  chair  by  many  a fucceed* 
jng  Proteftant  viceroy,  or  deputy. — 


For  a moment  we  will  enquire  here,  what 
this  Catholic  parliament  was  ? — And  next* 
what  it  did  ?— — 


It 
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It  was  in  the  plenitude  of  power ; and  in 
poffeflion  of  the  perfon  of  the  king. — It  was 
at  war  with  Great  - Britain,  and  with  its 
native  Proteftants  at  home.-— It  was  in  alliance 
with  Fiance,  Italy  and  Spain,  and  its  army 
was  crowded  with  thefe  national  troops. — 
And  all  things  were  in  derangement,  and 
all  property  was  at  hazard  in  the  Hate, 
to  tempt  and  to  fandlion  rapacity  and  am- 
bition.— 


Now,  upon  the  revival  of  the  Court  of 
Claims,  what  did  thefe  Catholics  do  ? — 

Did  they  go  back  to  the  incurfions  of 
Strongbow  for  the  invalidation  of  titles,  and 
the  realfumption  of  territory  from  the  occupiers 
of  the  day  ? No  ! 

Did  they  go  back  to  the  nefarious  plunder 
of  proprietors  in  poffeflion  who  were  Yorkifts, 
under  Henry  VII.  ? No  ! 

Did  they  go  back  to  Elizabeth  to  review  the 
robberies  of  Lord  Deputy  Montjoy,  and  the 
prefident  of  Muniler  ? -No  ! 

Did  they  go  back  to  James  I.  when 
fix  whole*  counties  were  declared  efcheated 
to  the  crown  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days  ? — 
No  ! 

Did  they  go  back  to  the  Afiatic  defpotifm 
of  the  intolerable  Strafford,  who  in  his  circuit 
into  Conaught,  invalidated  one  hundred  and 
thirty-feven  patents  to  Catholics  in  one  morn- 
ing r- — -No  ! — — 


Did 
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Did  they  go  back  to  the  fubfequent  depre- 
dations of  the  puritan  Lords-Juftices,  in  the 
fame  reign— Pa  rfons,  and  Meredyth,  and 
Borlace  ? No  !■ 

Did  they  go  back  FORTY  YEARS  ?— No!* 

They  inftituted  an  enquiry  into  the  titles  of 
thofe,  many  of  them  living  men,  who,  thirty- 
fix  years  before,  had  been  difpoffeffed  by 
Cromwell,  the  murderer  of  their  fovereign  ; — 
and  they  refolved  “ That  reimburfement  Jhmld 
be  made  to  all  debenturers  who  Jhould  be  dif- 
turbed — ” To  thofe  hated  debenturers  wThofe 
rights  they  never  had  recognized,  and  with 
whofe  perfons  they  never  had  held  in- 
tercom fe. 

Such,  upon  this  delicate  and  tempting  fub- 
jedt,  was  the  wife  moderation  of  a hojiile  Ca- 
tholic Parliament,  amid  the  barbarifm  of 
manners,  the  dawning  of  letters,  and  the 
ferocious  and  Heeling  circumftances  of  war, 

one  hundred  and  four  years  ago  : What 

then  would  be  the  probable  meafures  of  Ca- 
tholics in  Parliament  now , amical  to,  blended 
with,  and  receiving  from  Protejlants  the  boon  of 

a refkoration  of  their  birth-right — ? — ! ! ! 1 

difdain  to  anfwer;  and  fhall  leave  it  to  be 
iupplied  by  fome  rofy  prebend,  or  fome 

canting 

* Cromwell  invaded  Ireland  in  Auguft  1649,  an^  con~ 
tinued  here  eight  months  : And  lord  Broghiil  moved  the 
divifion  of  debenture  lands  in  1653 — which  appropriation 
did  not  finally  take  place  till  1655  ; and  James's  revival  of 
the  Court  of  Claims  was  in  1689 — not  quite  34  years 
after. 
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puritan,  deftitute  of  genius  for  government, 
probity  of  morals,  the  manners  of  a gentleman, 
the  learning  of  a fcholar,  or  the  religion  of 
Chrift. 


If  the  Catholics  do  harbour  a fecret  expec- 
tation to  recover  their  fuppofed  pofieffions, 
furely  they  have  only  to  nominally  recant 
from  the  errors  of  their  church,  become  elec- 
tors and  members  of  parliament,  and  imme* 
diately  ajjume  their  forfeited  ellates  by  virtue 
of  the  fame  titles  and  power  which  they 
would  enjoy  as  Catholic  reprefenfatives  : unlefs 
their  becoming  perjured,  and  Proteftants,  vi- 
tiates their  latent  claims  of  pedigree  and  fuc- 
ceffion.  No  additional  hazard,  therefore,  can 
be  incurred  by  crowding  them  into  the  fenate, 
for  at  this  moment  (if  this  argument  has  w eight, 
and  I fhould  wifh  to  fee  its  confutation  at- 
tempted) we  only  retain  our  pcjfejjions  by  their 
not  afiembling  in  one  united  body,  and  fwal- 
lowing  every  oath  which  churchmen  can  de- 
vife,  and  civil  tyranny  ena£l — we  only  retain 
them  by  the  tenure  of  the  Catholics ’ fenfe  of 
religion,  and  of  the  facrednefs  of  a folemn 
appeal  to  God ; that  induces  them  to  forego 
the  emoluments  of  office,  and  a fhare  in  the 
government,  for  the  religion  of  their  youth, 

and  of  their  fathers : Which,  therefore, 

is  an  admirable  reafon  for  the  dijlrujl  of  the 
Proteftants,  and  for  the  necejjity  of  their  be- 
ing reftri&ed  to  all  the  thraldom  of  disfran- 
chifement.- — Become  apoftate,  and  per- 
jured, get  into  parliament,  and  you  can  then 
do  juftice  to  yourfelves : But  retain  your  re- 
ligion, your  morals,  and  your  integrity,  and  we 
fentence  you,  and  yours  to  flavery  for  ever ! ! !’a 
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Nor  is  the  idea  of  the  exigence  of  lbch  a fen- 
timent  in  us  Proteftants  fo  incredible,  or  unpre- 
cedented ; nor  are  we  upon  this  fubjecf  to  be 
carried  away  by  thedelufive  lights  olfation , or 
of  eloquence:  for  no  genius  however  exalted  is 
fuperior  to  the  poifonof  Prejudice  and  Bigotry, 
adminiftered  by  parental  hands,  and  drunk  by 
the  thirfty  ears  of  enquiring  infancy.— The  illui- 
trious  Spencer,  when  fecretary  to  Lord  Deputy 
Grey,  in  fpeaking  of  the  war  carried  on  againit 
the  Irifh  in  Munfter  in  1597,  thus  concludes. 

The  deputy  had  driven  them  to  fitch  an  ex - 
<c  tremity  of  famine , that  they  digged  dead  carcafes 
(C  out  of  the  graves  for  food : Therefore  by  ail 
“ means  it  mud  be  a dined,  that  after  once  en- 
“ tering  into  this  courfe  of  reformation , there  be 
<c  afterwards  no  remorfe , nor  drawing  back, 
u for  the  fight  of  any  fiich  rueful  objects  as  mud, 
“ thereupon,  loliow,  nor  for  compajfion  of  their 
“ calamities ; feeing  that  by  no  other  means  it  is 
<c  podible  to  cure  them”  [State  of  Ireland,  p.  166, 
Lond.  Edit.]  It  is  thus,  this  Britilh  fecretary, 
the  boad  and  pillar  of  Britim  genius,  poifoned 
by  the  prejudices  of  his  youth  and  nation,  re- 
fufes  himlelf,  and  inculcates  to  be  refufed  by 
thofe  in  authority  who  were  to  come  after  him, 
every  emotion  of  remorfe  or  compajfion , to  the 
whole  Iridi  human  race  ! — ! and  this  the  Britifh 
government  called  A REFORM  ATION  ! and 
this  leffon  has  been  puifued  w ith  a pertinacity 
due  to  fuch  an  authority.— Irifh  man-hunting, 
and  feeding  them  upon  one  another,  has  been 
lucceeded  by  a more  deliberate,  and  more  ef- 
fectual procefs  of  torment  and  depopulation  : 
and  lword  and  fire  has  yielded  to  the  operations, 
of  a penal  code,  more  extenfive , and  not  left 
deadly. 
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But  among  what  defcription  of  the  Catholic 
body  is  this  revival  of  ancient  titles  expe&ed 
to  originate,  upon  a relloration  of  Catholic 
Rights  ? — among  the  rabble,  or  among  the  in- 
dividuals of  property  and  conlideration  ? If 
among  the  rabble , they  have  it  as  much  in  their 
power  to  revive  them  now'')  they  never  can  be 
in  parliament ; and  the  plan  of  their  operations 
mull  always  neceffarily  be  the  fame — by  num- 
bers, and  by  violence  : and  if  it  is  to  originate 
from  the  Catholic  gentlemen , the  proprietors  of 
lands,  or  of  perfonal  property,  who  will  necef- 
farily  be  the  jirjl  to  be  returned  to  the  Legiflature , 
it  is  not  probable  that  thefe  men  will  be  much 
difpofed  to  promote  a general  parliamentary  dif- 
turbance  of  proprietors  in  poifeffion,  that  they 
may  offer  a compliment  of  their  prefent  acres  to 
perl'ons  with  more  lineal  titles  ; and  ranfack  Eu- 
rope, or  the  hoggeries  of  the  kingdom,  the 
prefen t relidence  of  the  Irifh  people , for  the 

rightful  reprefentatives  nor  could  there  be 

devifed  a more  fruitful  fource  of  intefline  and 
bitter  divifion  among  the  Catholicks  of  x\\e  pre- 
than  a revival  of  the  Court  of  Claims  : Becaufe 
here  are  the  mod  otulent  Catholics  themfelves, 
fent  period,  daily  acquiring  landed  property  upon 
the  validity  of  Protejlant  conveyances,  either  by 
leafehold,  or  in  fee,  in  the  very  eftates  of  thofe 
forfeiting  Catholicks  of  a former  age , whofe  right 
heirs  a re  prejently  to  be  refored , upon  the  utter 
ruin  of  thefe  latter  Catholick  intruders:  which 
■ruin  is,  moreover  to  originate  with  thefe  intru- 
ders themfelves , upon  their  firfl  admiffion  into  a 
Froteflant  houfe  of  commons— — for  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  late,  tho’  partial  relaxation  of 
the  penal  laws,  multitudes  of  Catholicks  have 
taken  valuable  leafehold  interefs  upon  the  once 

forfeited* 
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forfeited,  and  now  Proteftant  eftates  of  this 
kingdom  \ or  have  fur  chafed  portions  of  forfeit- 
ed eftates,  from  Proteftant  fellers,  upon  the 
validity  of  Proteftant  titles,  and  a Proteftant 
conveyance  ; or  have  advanced  money  upon  Pro - 
tefiant  fecurities , and  are  become  mortgagees  to 
Protefiant  properties  in  lands  which  were  forfeit- 
ed by  Catholicks ; or  have  come  under  marriage 
fettlements  with  Proteftant  families  : all  which 
Catholicks  ranging  under  the  above  various 
defcriptions  of  interefts  in  lands,  rauft  vitiate 
their  titles,  violate  their  fecurities,  and  beggar 
their  children,  by  any  innovation  whatever 
upon  the  prefent  Protejiant  efiablifhment  of  te- 
nures in  the  kingdom : and  it  is  a truth  notori- 
oully  acknowledged,  that  of  the  prefent  aftonifh- 
ing  increafe  of  building  and  other  improve- 
ments in  the  capital,  and  its  neighbourhood, 
two  thirds  are  conduced  at  the  expence  of, 
are  contracted  for,  or  belong  to  Catholic  indi- 
viduals— —and  tho’  we  are  daily  tmmpeting 
of  forfeitures,  and  the  danger  of  the  Catholicks 
of  family  looking  to  recover  the  loft  feignoiies 
of  their  race,  yet  we  hear  nothing  of  the  mul- 
titude of  Catholicks..  bf  family,  and  many  of 
them  thofe  who  headed  armies,  and  were  mod 
vehement  in  oppofition  *to  the  prefent  efiablifhment 
of  things , whole  defendants  are  * confer mifis  at 
this  day  : or  who  by  extravagance  or  misfor- 
tunes, alienated  for  full  value  their  family  eftates 
to  the  prefent  novel  occupiers,  whether  Pro- 
teftants,  or  Catholicks, 


It 

* The  lllultrious  names  of  O'Neille,  O'Connor,  Macdon - 
nel,  O’Brien,  De  Burgh,  Fitzgerald,  Butler,  Wogan, 
flunketj  Macnamaia,  Nugent,  and  a long  et  cat  era. 
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It  is  the  conrtitution  of  Ireland — That  every 
man  poffeffed  of  forty  (hillings  per  annum,  by 
that  frank  tenure  which  we  call  a freehold, 
belides  certain  perfons  inverted  wbth  privileges 
in  cities  and  boroughs,  Jhall  have  a vote  in 
e!e£ling  a member  of  that  artembly  which  alone 
can  tax  his  property  : — This  wras,  and  is  the 
bulwark  of  lrifh  liberty,  and  without  this,  we 
Proteftants,  (hould  be  (laves — This  is  the  con- 
futation which  ought  to  be  communicated  to 
Irilh  Catholicks,  as  their  ancient  inheritance , and 
the  bulwark  of  their  liberty  : and  let  us  be 
afhamed,  then,  in  this  hour  of  general  fafety, 
and  diifufion  of  philofophy,  any  longer  to 
aifert — That  their  property  (hall  be  taxed  in  any 
artembly  to  which  their  freeholders  and  electors 
do  not  depute  a reprefentative. 

I maintain  that  the  Catholic  is  deprived  of 
the  moll  effential  privilege  of  an  Irilhman,  if 
the  fed  to  which  he  annexes  himfelf  can  be 
taxed  by  an  artembly  in  which  that  fed  is  not 
reprefented — I maintain  that  if  a number  of 
perfons  can  be  deprived  of  their  lives  or  their 
property  by  any  other  body  of  people,  fuch 
perfons  are  enjlaved ; and  whether  it  be  by  a 
nation,  or  a monarch,  is  immaterial,  the  mailers 
only  are  different,  but  the  government  is  equally 
defpotic . The  helots  of  Sparta  were  as  much 
(laves  as  thq  bondfmen  of  the  Turk,  or  of  the 
Wert  Indies;  and  I challenge  writers  to  enu- 
merate any  pow  er  which  the  Spartan  epublic 
exercifed  over  the  helots,  which  the  Engliffi 
fettler  has  not  affirmed  over  his  Irifh  feudatory: 
The  Lacedemonians  (ported  w ith  the  lives  of 
their  helots — In  1601,  Pvoger  Williams,  at  a 
gaol  delivery  at  Waterford,  was  fined  by  Wogan, 

Lord 
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Lordjuftice  of  Ireland,  five  marks,  for  killing  one 
O’Drifcol,  he  being  a “ mere  lrijhman f by 
which  legal  phrafe  was  meant  that  he  had  no 
crofs  of  Englifh  blood  in  him — [Sir  John  Davis 
Hill.  Rel.J  I do  not  infinuate  that  the  Pro- 
teftant  of  the  prefent  day  may  not  be  difpoled 
to  govern  his  helots  with  a little  more  forbear- 
ance, and  humanity;  but  however  mildly  his 
defpotic  powers  be  adminiftered,  the  fervile Jiate 
of  the  Catholic  is  not  lefs  that  of  a defpotifm . 

Let  us,  then,  a£t  wifely,  difcreetly  and  affec- 
tionately by  them  while  we  may  : — They  are 
weak  by  their  circumftances,  do  not  make  them 
firong  by  their  defpair. — The  gradual  increafeof 
numbers,  and  of  opulence,  has  added  ftrength 
to  their  force,  but  that  force  is  willing  to  repofe 
in  the  arms  of  their  Proteflant  brethren,  uniefs 
it  be  provoked  and  awakened  by  infolence  fu- 
peradded  to  injury — The  numbers  of  a people 
are  not  fo  formidable,  as  their  union,  their 
hatred,  their  fury — If  our  dominion  be  founded 
only  in  our  ftrength,  it  can  fublift:  no  longer  than 
their  weaknefs  ; and  it  is  evident  that  we  fhall 
hold  the  Catholicks  by  a better  fecurity,  if  we 
do  not  continue  them  in  fubje&ion  ; becaufe  we 
know  that  a free  nation  can  lupport  greater 
burthens  than  nations  equally  opulent , that  are 
enflaved — No  power,  no  management  has  ever 
fucceeded  to  tax  the  latter  as  highly  as  the  firft  ; 
and  the  efforts  of  defpotifm  of  a ftngle,  or  of 
half  a million  of  tyrants,  have  ever  produced 
only  depopulation,  and  rebellion — - 

Let  usconfider  in  time , at  how  much  cheaper 
a rate,  as  well  as  one  more  confonant  to  the 
nobleft  feelings  of  the  heart,  the  friendftiip 

may 
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may  be  acquired  of  a grateful,  than  of  an  ex* 
afperated  people — Our  brutal  code  may  be 
conftrued  to  have  fucceed.ed  for  a century, 
becaufe  it  was  endured ; but  fuch  ferocious  laws, 
refembling  the  malevolent  inftigation  of  dae- 
mons, were  not  at  their  formation,  more  ina- 
dequate to  their  objecl,  than  they  are  now 
totally  inefficacious  to  future  fecurity — For  joined 
to  domeftic  apprehenfions,  let  us  alfo  beware 
of  the  efforts  of  any  foreign  tyranny ; of  the 
attempts  of  external  opprefRon  : the  greateft 
perfonage  of  his  age,  during  the  American 
controverfy,  maintained,  that  two  millions  of 
fellow  fubje&s  deprived  of  their  liberty  mujl 
in  time  become  proper  inftruments  for  rendering 
Raves  of  the  remainder;  and,  nearer  home , 
there  may  be  a fatal  juftnefs  in  his  obfervation 
— -Tbofe  whom  we  ufelefsly,  bigottedly,  blindly, 
and  infolentiy,  have  diminijhed  to  vafjalage , and 
have  determined  that  they  Riall  be  continued 
in  it,  cannot  always  wifh  w7ell  to  the  freedom 
of  their  opprelTors  ! ! \ 

To  you,  gentlemen,  profefiing  and  practicing 
far  different  principles  of  policy,  and  humanity, 
I,  who  fear  no  public  men,,  and  confide  in  very 
few,  addrefs  thefe  fentiments  of  my  heart, 
conhftent  with  my  earlieft  political  ideas — I 
J:now  they  are  unanfwerable,  becaufe  the  doc- 
trine is  founded  upon  the  avowed  principles  of 

the  Whigs  themfelves when  they  iorfake 

this  ground  they  forfake  their  own  Rrongeft 
mainftay : and  when  they,  I fpeak  of  the 
general  body  of  the  Whigs  of  both  kingdoms, 
begin  to  fplit  hairs,  and  cavil  in  cafuiftry, 
becaufe  jujlice  extends  their  own  do£trine  to 
their  Catholic  fellow  fubje&s,  every  difinterefted 

man 
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man  will  revolt  from  the  fophiftry,  and  will  ex- 
claim in  well  founded  indignation,  like  Macbeth 
to  the  midnight  magician  affembly — 

Be  thefe  fpeeching  men  no  more  believ’d, 

Who  palter  with  us  in  a double  fenfe  ! 

Who  keep  the  word  of  promife  to  our  ear. 

But  break  it  to  our  hope. 

The  neceffity,  the  policy  and  the  juftice  of 
reftoring  the  right  of  fulfrage  to  the  Catholic 
landholder  is  incontrovertible  : It  bellows  a 
Jtablc  felf-intereft  to  three  millions  of  perfons  in 
the  general  profperity  of  the  ifland  : it  places  the 
peafantry  of  the  kingdom,  that  moft  important 
portion  of  the  community,  upon  a level  of  equa- 
lity refpe&ing  their  landlords,  and  in  their  civil 
caufes  and  competitions  : and  every  experienced 
man  knows , and  every  candid  ma?i  acknowledges 
the  infinite  difadvantage  with  which  a Catho- 
lic peafant,  and  frequently  a man  of  higher 
llation,  meets  a freeholder  through  every 
county  in  the  kingdom,  in  all  affize,  civil,  and 
landlord  competitions  and  concerns. 

I therefore  tenacioufly  adhere  to  myfirfl  and 
early  pofition,  regarding  the  necefiity  of  reftor- 
ing to  the  Catholic  body  the  legiflative  faculty 

of  the  conftitution whether  in  the  vulgar 

phrafe,  they  be  fitted  or  unfitted-,  qualified  or 
unqualified,  fufficiently  enlightened  or  in  the 
darkeft  ignorance,  meafures  ought  inftantly  to 
be  adopted  by  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  a commencement  ought  to  be  made  for 
accomplifhing  that  meafure,  fo  indifpenfibly 
demanded  by  the  neceffities  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  community,  and  by  the  peculiar  fituation 
of  all. 


And 
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And  who  fhall  venture  to  affirm  that  a fpi- 
rit  of  freedom  is  a novel  idea  in  a Catholic 
bofom?  What  Proteftant,  except  lbme  Protef- 
tants  of  the  prefent  day,  who  talk  and  vapour, 
but  never  read,  can  refufe  his  admiration  to 
Sarsfield,  although  he  fought  again!!  his  an- 
chor ; — or  who  of  us  will  adventure  to  deny  that 
the  declaration  of  the  Catholics  at  Trim,  and 
the  flatutes  of  the  parliament  aflembled  by 
King  James  II.  pointed  out  the  path  to  our  pie- 
Pent  conftitution,  and  marfhalled  us,  latter 
Proteflants,  the  way  which  we  fhould  go- 
patriot  deeds  of  not  lefs  monumental  glory,  be- 
caufe  they  were  thievifhly  blotted  from  your 
journals;  and  the  whole  proceedings  of  that 
parliament  attempted  to  be  linothered  in  obli- 
vion by  a fucceeding  Britjb  influence , to  whom 
fuch  deeds  were  terrible : like  a robber  fkulk- 
ing  till  the  hour  of  quiet  and  imbecility,  it 
darkened  their  deeds  of  glory,  and  filched  the 
jewel  of  their  reputation  away — 

I am  in  poffeffion  of  that  fovereign’s  opening 
fpeech  to  this  parliament,  and  of  the  flatutes 
w hich  it  enabled  : A bill  of  rights  ; a repeal  of 
Poynings ; an  affertion  of  the  independence  of 
the  Irilh  Legiflature,  and  an  ati  for  the  encou- 
ragement and  increafe  of  Iri/h  Jhipping  and  navi- 
gation— -in  which  letter  are  the  four  following 
claufes,  “ And  be  it  enabled,  that  it  fhall  be 
“ lawful  for  his  majefly’s  fubje&s  of  the  realm  of 
“ Ireland, , and  for  all  other  perfons  of  what 
“ nation  foever  refiding  here, freely  to  trade  in - 
to,  and  from  all  his  majeftfs  plantations , colo- 
“ nies3  and  ijlands , in  Afia , Africa , and  America , 
“ and  to  export  from  this  kingdom , and  carry  unto 
“ all  the  faid plantations,  colonies , and  ijlands , and 

<c  there 
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there  fell  and  barter  all  forts  of  goods , mer- 
Ci  chandizes , commodities , well  of  the  growth 

"e  manufacture  of  this  kingdom , as  of  any  other 
“ part  of  Europe , commonly  called  European  goods  ; 
tC  and  import  and  bring  into  this  kingdom  of 
<c  Ireland , #//  of  produCl  and  merchandize , 

“ the  growth  and  manufacture  of  any  of  thefe  faid 
<c  {(lands , colonies , tf/zJ  plantations , without  being 
*'  obliged  to  land , unload  in  England , Wales, 

iC  or  Berwick  on  Tweed  ; to  enter  any  fuch 
u goods  or  merchandizes  there  : and  without  being 
<c  obliged  #/zy  toi,  to  bring  the 

<c  faid  goods  into  England , &c.  &c.  upon  fhip- 
ping,  or  taking  on  board,  in  the  iflands 

“ colonies,  and  plantations — cc  And  be  it 

,c  enabled,  for  the  more  encouragement  of  build - 
c<  *n&  &°°d  an(i  ferviceable  J hips , in  /^/.r  kingdom 
£C  ^ Ireland,  that  any  perfon  or  perfons,  who 
(hall  build , or  caufe  to  be  built,  within  this 
*c  kingdom,  any  J, hip  or  vejfel , above  twenty-five 
“ tun,  J hall  and  may , y^r  //?£  firft  three  voyages 
cc  fuch  J hip  or  veftel  Jhall  ?nake , upon  the  laid 
fhip  or  velfel’s,  return  from  fuch  voyage, 
“ receive,  or  be  allowed  to  his,  or  their  proper  ufe9 
*c  one  eighth  part  of  the  duties  of  cujloms  and  excife, 
<£  which  lhall  be  due  or  payable  to  his  majelty, 
and  his  fuccelfors — — “ And  likewife,  that 
“ any  perfon  or  perfons,  building  in  this  king' 
<c  dom,  any  fhip  or  velfel,  exceeding  in  burthen 
u one  hundred  tun , Jhall  receive  for  tm  firft  four 
voyages  made  by  fuch  fhip,  upon  her  return 
back  to  this  kingdom,  one  eighth  pare  of  the 
duties  of  cufiom  and  excife — <r  And  to  the, 
mafters  °f  Jhips,  feamcn,  mariners , 
Jhipwrights , carpenters,  rope  makers,  and  block- 
“ ma\en'  may  ^ encouraged  and  invited  to  come 
fie  and  dwdl  m thls  kin&don,  and  that  thereby! 
navigation  may  improve  and  increafe,  be  'it 

further 
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further  ena&ed,  that  all  mailers  of  fhips,  fhip- 
<c  carpenters,  mariners,  rope-makers,  and  block- 
£C  makers,  who  are  at  prefent  refiding  within  this 
“ kingdom,  or  who  lhall  henceforth  come  and 
<£  refide  in  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  Jhall for  the 
“ time  and fpace  of  ten  years,  be  free , exempted , and 
u difcharged  of  and  from  all  sorts  of  taxes, 
“ celfes,  watch,  ward,  and  quartering  of  foldiers 
<£  and  officers,  in  and  throughout  this  kingdom; 
“ and  Jhall  likewife  be  allowed  his  or  their  free - 
“ dom,  gratis , in  any  city,  town,  fea-port,  or 
<£  borough,  where  he  or  they  fhall  pleafe  to 
<c  refide,  and  purfue  their  calling  and  trade.- ” 

C£  And  be  it  further  ena£led,  that  in  the  refpec- 
“ tive  cities  and  towns  of  Dublin , Belfafl , Water - 
££  ford , Cork , Limerick , and  Galway , there  Jhall  be  ef- 
u tablijhed , ereded  and fettled , before  the  firjl  day  of 
<£  December , 1689,  in  each  of  thefe  f aid  towns  and 
<c  cities,  and  fo  continued  for  ever,  hereafter, 
cc  a free  school,  for  teaching  and  injlruding  the 
“ mathematicks , and  the  art  of  navigation  ; and  in 
€£  every  fuch  fchool,  there  fhall  be  placed  and  con- 
<£  tinued  able  and  fufficient  maflers , for  teaching 

and  inftruding  the  faid  arts,” 

Behold  here  a Catholic  Parliament,  which 
extorts  our  admiration  : — A code  of  confiitution 
worthy  of  the  imitation  which,  in  part,  it  has 
latterly  rece’ved, — —-Let  us  now  turn  to  the  re- 
reverfe  of  the  medal,  and  contemplate  the 
language  of  our  ancellors,  in  a llatute  of  the 
feventh  of  William  the  Third.  1695, 

££  Forafmuch  as  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  is, 
cc  by  the  law's  and  fb.tutes  of  this  kingdom, 
C£  declared  to  be  juflly  and  rightfully  depending^ 
£c  upon,  and  belonging  to  the  imperial  crown  of 

££  England \ 
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“ England,  and  forafmuch  as  iince  the  happy 
“ accellion  of  his  majelty,  king  William  the 
u Third,  to  die  imperial  crown  of  England, 
“ whereunto  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  infepa- 
<c  rably  annexed,  united,  and  belonging,  no 
cc  parliament  can  be  holden  within  this  kingdom, 
“ unlels  by  his  majefly’s  authority,  yet,  never- 
cc  thelefs,  divers  perfons,  during  the  late  war  and 
cc  rebellion  in  this  kingdom,  did,  on  the  feventh 
<c  day  of  May,  1689,  alfemble  themfelves  at  Dub- 
<c  lin  ; and  being  fo  affembled,  did  pretend  to  call 
<c  themfelves  a parliament,  and  did  make  and 
“ pafs  pretended  flatutes,  and  did  caule  the 
“ lame  to  be  placed  among  the  records  of  par- 
#c  liament ; all  which  pretended  ads  are  dejigned 
4C  in  manfeft  oppojition  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  crown 

“ of  England  : And  whereas  his  faid  majefty, 

<c  out  of  his  pious  care  for  his  dutiful  fubjeds  of 
ec  this  kingdom , was  plealed  to  declare,  by  an  act 
tc  OF  HIS  PARLIAMENT  OF  ENGLAND,  MADE  AT 

“ Westminster,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  ma» 
*c  jelly’s  reign,  that  the  faid  pretended  par- 
<£  liament  was  an  unlawful  and  rebellious  affem- 
<c  bly ; for  which  we,  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
ic  temporal , and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament 
*e  affembled,  do  return  our  most  hearty  and 
<c  unfeigned  thanks  to  his  mojifacred  majefty: 
<c  And  to  the  intent  that  no  memorial  may  remain 
tfc  hereafter  among  the  records  of  parliament,  of  any 
ic  of  the  acts  of  the  faid  unlawful  ajfembly , 
cc  Be  it  enadled  that  all  and  every  the  adls,  and 
£C  the  roils  whereon  the  faid  a els  are  engroffed, 
<£  and  all  the  journals  of  the  faid  pretended 
“ parliament,  lhall,  by  the  officers  or  perfons  in 
(C  whofe  cuftody  the  fame  are,  be  brought  be- 
ec  fore  the  chief  governor  of  the  kingdom,  at 
sc  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin  ; and  there  be 
publicly  cancelled  and  utterh  deflroyed : — —And 
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“ in  cafe  any  perfon,  in  whofe  hands  the  lame 
“ ads  and  rolls  lhall  remain,  do  wilfully  negled 
cc  to  produce  the  fame,  every  fuch  perfon  lhall 
“ forfeit  the  fum  of  50 ol.  and  be  incapable  of 
“ any  office  or  employment  whatever.” 

And  this  they  enad,  (after  unfeignedly  thanking 
his  facred  majefty  for  his  Wejlminfter  ad  of 
parliament , to  regulate  their  affairs  in  Ireland) 
without  taking  up,  or  recognizing  any  one  of  thefe 
valuable  claufes  in  the  foregoing  ad  of  James,  which 
they  thus  rendered  nugatory  ; and  without 
hazarding  a fingle  effort,  to  affert  or  explain  the 
conjlitution  ! — a work  which  they  and  their  Protejl- 
ant  fucceffbrs  left  undone  and  negleded  for  near 
one  hundred  years  after ! — But  fuch  was  the  ftipu- 
lation  with  England— “ Affilt  us  in  our  tyranny 
over  the  Catholics  at  home ; and  we  will  baiter 
to  you  our  trade,  our  ffiips,  and  our  confti- 
tution 

Thefe  Proteftant  lords  and  commons,  at  length 
feeling  no  longer  occafion  for  the  fword,  next 
proceed  to  exercife  the  whip ; and  to  enad 
ftatutes  for  difarming  Papifts,  for  banifhing  out 
of  the  kingdom  all  Papifts  exercifing  ecclefiaiti- 
cal  jurildidion,  and  all  regulars  of  the  Popifh 
clergy,  for  prohibiting  Papifts  intermarrying 
with  Proteftants,  for  preventing  the  return  of 
Papifts  ever  into  this  kingdom  who  had  fled  into 
France,  for  prohibiting  Papifts  of  every  ftation 
and  rank  from  poffeffing  a horfe  worth  five 
pounds  ; — and  fubfequent  ftatutes,  in  two  following 
reigns , only  deviated  from  thefe  unmanly,  ungene- 
rous, and  unneceffary  precedents,  in  fpeaking  the 
language  of  tyranny  in  prohibitions  more  brutal, 
more  fiavifh,  more  cowardly,  and  more  unchrif- 
tian — declaratory  at  once,  of  the  hideous  grati- 
fications 
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fixations  of  revenge,  and  of  the  recreant  terrors 
which  they  continued  to  endure  of  their  courage- 
ous, but  proftrate  foe. 

And  (hall  we,  latter  Protejlants,  fuffer  ourfelves 
to  be  the  dupes  of  fuch  vile  and  fanguinary  paf- 
fions  ; and  be  the  continuators  of  their  unnatural 
effe&s  ? Shall  we  perfevere  in  the  infernal  effort 
of  unmanning  the  human  race,  embittering  the  human 
heart , deadening  the  human genius , and  degrading  and 

disfiguring  the  image  ofi  God ? No  ! — for 

one  man,  I fhall  fay.  that  if  our  fathers’  dreams  of 
imagined  danger  (till  had  an  exigence,  I would 
repeal  the  Penal  laws,  and  rather  fight  the  Catho- 
licks  again,  at  a fecond  Limerick  or  Boyne,  than 
continue  a cruel  opprelfor  in  a beautiful  ifland, 
where,  by  debafing  another,  I degraded  my fe If  ; than 
infilicl  upon  my  own  heart  all  the  accurfed  fenfations 
attendant  upon  tyranny,  confcious,  premeditated,  and 
implacable  ! I ! — 

* 

At  this  moment  there  exift  againfl  this  pro- 
fcribed  and  devoted  people,  thirty-fix  penal  fla- 
tutes,  and  forty  penal  claufes,  detached  over  other 
a&s  : nor  will  it  be  credited,  notwithftanding  the 
boafted  relaxation  of  the  penal  code,  of  what  a 
tyrannical,  comprehenfive.  and  fanguinary  com- 
plexion the  bulk  of  thefe  ftatutes  are — till  they 
fhortly  appear  before  the  national  eye,  in  a fepa- 
rate  publication,  under  the  aufpices  of  fome 
profeflional  gentlemen,  very  competent  to  the  bu- 
ll nefs  of  collating  them 


That  the  commons  and  privy  council  of 
king  James,  alfo,  entertained  ideas  ofi  a modifica- 
tion, or  a reform,  of  the  odious  rotten  boroughs  of 

this 
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this  kingdom,  appears  a circumflance  nearly 
approaching  to  certainty,  from  the  new  charter 
iffued  by  him  to  Belfaji ; and  a ftmilar  one  in  every 
refpect,  to  Clonmel , and  to  fome  other  clofe  bo- 
roughs.— His  charter  to  your  own  town  is  Jlill  extant 
in  your  books , and  to  it  I with  confidence  refer  you , 
when  I advance  the  probability,  that  the  band  of 
patriots  who  compofed  his  Parliament  and  ca- 
binet, comprehended  in  their  extenfive  views,  at 
once— the  reftoration  to  their  country  of  trade, 
and  legillation,  and  a genuine  parliamentary 
reprefentation  of  the  people. 

With  how  much  fhame  ought  fucceeding  Par- 
liaments to  have  contrafted  thefe  virtuous  efforts 
of  a Catholic  affembly  for  a free  trade , a maritime 
eJiabUfhment , and  a reform  of  reprefentation , w ith 
their  own  prohibitions  of  fcience , their  abufed  colleges , 
and  their  contemptible  charter  fchools  : their  relin- 
quifhment  of  the  independence  of  the  Irijh  legifiature , 
and  their  fur  render  of  its  trade  to  the  monopoly  of 
Great-Britain  /—But  we  hill  hope  for  better 
times,  and  for  principles  of  government  more 
enlarged,  and  comprehenlive  : and  better  times 
have  already  arrived  : and  an  Irifh  Parlia- 

ment, animated  by  one  man,  has  afferted  our 
conftitution*  and  in  part  retrieved  our  trade. 

In  thefe  ftatutes  of  king  James,  and  in  his 
majefty’s  fpeech,  there  is  no  where  to  be  difcovered 
the  odious  qualifications  for  teachers  or  academi- 
cians u being Catholicks,”  or  c<  being  Proteftants  f 
and  as  the  whole  trad  is  fcarce , and  in  no  wile 
afraid  to  meet  the  light,  and  public  difcuffion, 
whether  in  point  of  moderation  towards  their 
enemies,  liberality  in  religion,  ardor  for  com- 
merce, or  a devoted  principle  of  national  liberty 
and  the  renfiitution  of  the  kingdom  ; it  fhall  fhortly 
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be  preferred  to  the  public,  in  a new  edition — to 
teftify  how  remote  are  the  dreams  of  prejudice 
from  the  obftinacy  of  fads,  and  how  languid 
the  blindnels  of  bigotry,  before  the  illumination 
of  hiflory,  and  the  llow,  but  irrefiftible  fovereignty 
of  truth. 

“ But  there  is  a map!” — whifpers  fome  Englifh 
prelate  to  fome  Englifh  chaplain,  aid  decamp 

or  private  fecretary “ Oh  Sir,  there  is  a map 

would  finge  your  eye-brows  but  to  fmell  to 
the  Hery  fragment — you  would  blefs  yourfelf  to 
perufe  the  hideous,  barbaric  names  with  which 
it  abounds; — publifhed,  Sir,  by  that  dangerous 
Catholic,  O’Connor,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  re- 
minding herdfmen  and  ditchers  what  great  folks 
were  their  grandams: — Yes  Sir,  a map  with  the 
alarming  popifh  pedigrees  as  long  as  the  Bird- 
cage Walk,  and  at  their  root,  the  old  fanguinary 
Irifhmen  themfelves,  lying  extended  each  upon 
his  own  Milefian  feignory — ” 

Now,  this  inoffenfive,  and  ill-fated  map, 
publifhed  by  Mr.  O’Connor,  as  an  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  learned  and  hiftorical  world, 
was  printed  by  Wogan,  No  23,  Old-bridge, 
Dublin,  about  the  year  1777,  and  is  at  prefent 
upon  my  table.  It  is  denominated  in  the  fhield, 
“ Ortelius  Improved  ; or  a New  Map  of  Ireland  ; 
wherein  are  inferted  the  principal  families  of 
Irifh  and  Englijh  extraction,  who  poffelfed  that 
kingdom  at  the  commencement  of  the  17th 
century  — and  it  is  dedicated  by  permiflion  to 
the  prefent  Duke  of  Leinfler  ■— 

It  is  a fragment  of  tafle — an  abfcure  and,  im- 
perfect delineation  a map  for  a poring  anti- 
quary—an  abftraCt,  chronological  cunofity— a 

map 
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map  without  boundaries  of  barony,  town-land, 
or  parifh  ; — compofed  of  names,  for  the  greater 
part  unannexed  to  any  defcription  of  territory, 
but  the  naked  counties- — without  pedigrees, 

branches  of  families,  chriftian  names,  or  any 
poflible  clew  to  dhedt  particular  descendants  of 
boufes,  to  trace,  or  to  bring  evidence  of  their 
claims,  or  of  their  origin. — 

Perufe  the  map  : — Let  this  alarming  piece  of 
ordnance  be  meafured  and  Scrutinized  > — In 
Tyrone  if  we  find  the  imaginary  indelible  title  of 
O’Neille,  and  O’Hagan  ; there  is  as  effedually 
leaned  a like  claim  of  right,  from  poffeffion,  upon 
the  evidence  of  this  injlrument , to  Hamilton,  Caul- 
held,  and  Chichefter  : for  all  thefe  names  fand 
together , expreffed  in  the  fame  chara&er  ; and  are 
equally  hallowed  by  this  antiquated  memorial. 
Look  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  kingdom  : 
Barry,  Brown,  Barret,  Roche,  Carew,  Boyle, 
De  Courcy,  Fitzgibbon,  and  Fitzgerald — range 
with  O’Callaghan,  O’Drifcol,  O’Donovan,  and 
O’Donaghoe — all  which  prefent  refident  Catholics 
names,  now  retain  a very  refpeftable  fhare  of  the 
eflates  of  their  anceftors,  or  of  their  tribe  : 
consequently  let  the  Court  of  Claims  revise  when 
it  may,  they  are  logically  precluded  from  violently 
Seizing  upon  what  is  already  in  their  own  po f- 
feflion. 

The  proprietors  of  Armagh  are  comprized 
under  Brow  nlow,  Caulfield,  Atchefon,  O'Neille, 
and  O’Hanlon : — Of  Lowtb  ,*  nnderBellew,Taaffe, 
Vernon,  Dowdall,  Flemming,  Netterville  : — Of 
Meath  ; under  Barn  wall,  Nugent,  Taylor,  Prefton, 

PI  tinker,  Huffey,  Deafe  and  Chievers  : In 

Donegal,  Derry,  and  Firmanagh,  we  do  not  trace 
one  Britifh  name,  except  Boyle,  and  Cole  ; nor 

a native 
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a native  one,  but  Macguire,  O’Flannagan,  and 
Mac  Donough  : and  where  little  O’Flannagan  is 
now  to  be  found,  except  in  “ Goldfinith’s  Good 
Natured  Man,”  Ortelius  mutt  return  from  heaven 

to  tell. The  proprietors  of  Monaghan  and 

Cavan  are  comprized  under  Mac  Mahon,  Ha- 
milton, O’Reily,  Sheridan,  Corry,  Plunket,  Brady, 

Kiernan,  Cole,  and  Mac  Tiernan  : Of  Down, 

and  Antrim;  under  White,  MacGennis.  O’Neille, 
Macartan,  Savage  ; Mac  Donnell,  O’Hara,  and 
Macquillan.  Thefe  feven  latter  counties  are 
now  pretty  fecurely  peopled , occupied , and  let  tied  : 
O’Neille,  and  O’Hanlon  are  in  a minority  in 
Armagh ; and  Magennis  and  Macartan  mud 
have  other  aid  than  a free  parliament,  to  dif- 
poffefs  the  Hills  and  the  Rawdons,  in  Down ; 
or  the  Macquillans  to  drive  back  to  Scotland 
the  Macdonnels  of  Dunluce,  Mazareen,  and 
the  Glynns.  The  Proprietors  of  Longford  and 
Weftmeath  are  comprized  under  Farrel,  Tuit, 
Delamar,  Cruife,  Dalton,  Dillon,  Malone,  Fox, 
Geoghegan,  Daly,  and  Fitziirnmons : — and  gen- 
tlemen will  here  obferve,  that  almoft  every  name , 
either  of  the  ancient,  or  the  Proteftant  church, 
in  thefe  once  bloody  counties,  are  now  refident 
families  there , cemented  together  for  a century  ; 
and  by  neighbourhood,  confanguinity,  fiiendlhip, 
and  property , pledged  to  peace.  Of  the  Queen’s 
County;  under  Moore,  Dempfey,  Wandesford, 
Brennan,  Fitzpatrick,  Coughlan,  Maloy,  and 
Carol Of  Kilkenny  and  Tipperary ; under  But- 
ler, Mathew,  Maddin,  Egan,  O’Brien,  Kennedy, 
and  the  moft  ancient  family  of  the  O’Dwyers  of 
Kilnemanah  : — Of  'Waterford ; under  De  la  Poer, 
Sherlock,  Aylward,  Fitzgerald,  Boyle,  Felan, 
Walfh,  and  Carew. — Here  is  fcarcely  a Britijh  or 
an  Irijh  name , comprized  in  thefe  three  molt  im- 
portant counties,  which  is  not  at  this  day  a con- 
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formiil,  and  in  poffefllon  of  refpediable,  or  of 
enormous  landed  property  ; fandtioned  by  the 
authority  of  this  alarming  chart  Of  Carlow 
and  Kildare ; under  Cook,  Bagnal,  Cavanagh, 
Fitzgerald,  Rochford,  Wogan,  Euffcace,  Aylmer, 

Allen,  Sarsfield  and  White  : Of  Wicklow 

and  Wexford ; under  Byrne,  Toole,  Murphy, 

Cavanagh  and  Colclough  Of  Limerick  and 

Clare;  under  O’Brien,  O’Connor,  Mac  Mahon, 
O’Loughlin,  O’Gorman,  Mac  Clancy,  and  the 

princes  of  the  country,  Macnamara  : Of 

Mayo ; under  Brown,  Burk,  Bingham,  Fitzmau* 
rice,  Joice  and  O’Maley  — Of  Kerry,  under 

Brown,  Mac  Carty,  O’Sullivan,  O’Leary,  Mac 
Gillicuddy,  O’Mahony,  Mac  Eliicot,  Eitzmaurice, 

Denny,  Crofby,  Trant  and  Blennerhalfet. 

Of  Dublin  ; under  St.  Lawuence,  Luttrell,  Talbot, 

Warren  Of  Sligo;  under  O’Hara,  O’Bean 

O’Dovvd,  Mac  Conavy,  Mac  Dermot,  Jordan, 

Dillon,  Nangle  and  Philips  : Of  Leitrim  ; 

under  Mac  Gauran,  O’Rourke,  and  Mac 
Randal  — Of  Galway  ; under  Blake,  Lynch, 
French,  Brown,  Burk  and  Madden — Of 
Rofcommon  ; under  Bermingham,  Crofton, 
Burgh,  Donellan,  Fallon,  Kelly,  Mac  Naughten, 
and  the  monarchs  of  the  ifland,  O’Connor,  to 
this  day,  in  lineal  defcent  from  Roderick  ; — but 
they  have  hitherto  kept  it  very  clofely  to 
themfelves,  if  they  entertain  any  intentions  of 
reaffurmng  the  fovereignty  : and  let  my  friends 
commence  Pretenders  when  they  will,  my  alle- 
giance was  long  fmce  lworn  to  his  prefent 
Majefty,  and  I never  will  transfer  it,  either  to 
a Republic,  or  a .^retender. 

And  this  is  the  whole  map ; which  contains 
a compilation  of  Britilh  and  Irifh  names  of 
families,  whole  deicendants,  reprefentatives,  or 

clan, 
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clan,  fill  retain , out  of  all  proportion,  the  greater 
Jhare  of  territory  in  a large  majority  of  the  thirty* 
two  counties ; the  Irifh  moiety  of  which  names, 
or  thofe  of  England  hill  remaining  Catholicks, 
cannot,  therefore,  upon  the  validity  of  this  map, 
now  occupy  thefe  counties  by  violence , unlefs  like  the 
mifer,  they  may  be  amufed  by  pilfering  from 
themfelves  : and  the  Protejlant  families  mentioned 
in  it,  difcover  here  their  titles , recognized  by  all 
the  authority  which  this  inftrument  can  convey ; 
in  my  opinion  a very  poor  one , but  fiich  as  it  is, 
it  is  explicit  in  bearing  teftimony  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  their  claims . — My  endeavour  was  to  as- 
certain, that  the  authority  of  the  map  was  very 
flender,  but  if  any,  that  it  fpecially  ejlablifhes  the 
right  in  polfeffion  of  the  molt  confpicuous  of  our 
prefent  Protejlant  nobility,  and  of  a majority  of  our 
prefent  moft  opulent  private  gentlemen. 

I have  thus  wearied  you  and  myfelf,  with  this 
tedious  but  accurate  delineation  of  Ortelius, 
becaule  many  pretend  to  dread  the  map,  who 
never  faw  it : and  fome  who  pojfefs  it , are  not 
willing  to  difclofe  it,  but  referve  it  as  an  inftru- 
ment of  myfterious  intimidation. 

But  from  what  period , upon  the  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics,  is  this  reajfumption  of  lands  to 
commence , amid  the  fludluations  of  property,  and 
through  the  feries  of  thefe  bloody  and  barba- 
rian events,  to  which  this  divided,  and  pelican- 
like ifland,  feeding  its  children  with  its  own 
blood,  has  been  fubfervient  for  400  years? — — 
Is  this  enquiry  into  titles  to  originate  with  the 
incurlions  under  Strongbow  ?— No  ! — For  two 
thirds  of  the  great  Catholic  families  of  the  prefent 
day,  ruined  or  in  affluence,  are  the  defendants 
of  thofe  who  compofed  the  train  of  that  Earl  of 
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Pembroke,  of  of  fucceeding  Britlfh  marauders  - 
and,  therefore,  Aylmer,  Plunket,  Dalton,  Fitzfnn- 
mons,  Walfh,  Delamar, Talbot,  Bellew,  Netervillc, 
Barnwall,  Preflon,  and  the  other  Catholic  families 
enumerated  in  the  map,  and  not  Milefians , mult 
accede  to  relinquifh  every  colouring  of  title, 
before  the  territorial  claims  of  the  Milefian  race. 
When  O’Nial  of  Tyro  wen,  in  1602,  was  march- 
ing to  join  the  Spaniards  at  Kinfale,  he  pafled 
at  Mallow,  near  the  caflle  of  Hugo  De  Barret, 
and  being  informed  that  it  was  the  habitation  of 
a zealous  Catholic,  whole  anceflors  had  been  in 
poffeffion  lor  400  years:  “ I hate  the  Englifh 
churl,  notwithllanding,”  laid  the  Firbolg,  “ as 
if  he  had  arrived  but  yefterday.” — — 

The  M’Cartys  were  kings  of  the  kingdom  of 
Cork,  at  the  firft  incurlions  of  the  Welfh,  and 
it  was  Strongbow  himfelf,  who  fubdued  Dermod 

Mac  Carty  More: Shortly  after  the  fame 

period,  the  Barnwalls  reduced  the  O’Sullivans, 
and  feized  and  fettled  at  Bearhaven,  in  the 
county  of  Cork  : and  early  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  the  O’Sullivans  retaliated,  attacked 
them  at  an  advantage,  and  utterly  flaughte-red 
and  extirpated  the  clan  : for  fuch  events  were 
not  unfrequent  in  thefe  dark  and  fanguinary 
clays. — To  whom  therefore,  upon  a general  rejlo - 
ration  of  proper ty,  is  the  caflle  of  Hugo  De  Barrett, 
the  kingdom  of  Cork,  and  the  territory  of 
Bearhaven  to  be  adjudged,  by  a parliamentary 
committee  of  Claims,  formed  out  of  the  modern 
Catholicks  of  the  kingdom  ? Or  with  what  colour 
of  confcience,  can  the  Milefians  be  relu&ant  to 
make  refti tution  of  their  eflates  to  O'Connor 
O' Dr  if  col,  and  the  genuine  aborigines  of  this 
ancient  ifiand  : for  it  is  a well  known  fadl,  and 
no  doubt  of  extreme  importance  at  the  prefent  period 

of 
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®f  the  world,  to  be  afcertal'ned , that  O’Connor, 
O’Drifcol,  and  my  own  ancellor  Fagan,  were 
great  folks  in  Hibernia,  before  the  Milefian 
adventurers  had  arrived  in  Spain,  or  had  even 
taken  (hipping  from  Phenicia. 

Is  this  formidable  reaffumption  to  originate 
with  a fubfequent  critical  aera  of  Iiifh  mifery, 
the  defitruclion  of  the  Lords  of  Defmond , and  the 
bloody  triumphs  of  Lancaller  over  York,  under 
the  partifans  of  Henry  VII.  his  fon,  and  grand- 
daughters ? — Here  was  a new  fucceflion  of  in- 
truders upon  Irifh  territory  ; for  except  the 
Fitzgeralds  of  Leinher,  the  Savages,  and  a few 
other  princely  Houfes,  all  Ireland  was  devoted 
to  the  line  of  York,  and  almolt  all  the  kingdom, 
worth  fubjugation,  was  ravaged  by  the  felfilh 
and  fufpicious  Tudors  : — — ’No,  it  cannot  com- 
mence with  the  Tudors  : for  in  that  cafe  w hat 
is  to  become  of  the  prefent  pojfejfions  of  feveral 
great  Catholic  families  now  refident  in  Munfter, 
who  either  rofe  upon  the  ruins , or  who  now  occupy 
the  territory  of  the  attainted  Earl  of  Defmond, 
and  of  his  numerous  followers  ? — Will  theft 
families  relinquifh  Mil n her  to  his  defendants  ; for 
the  heirs  of  Defmond,  are  not  extinfl  ; and  fliJl 
lefs,  thofe  of  Jive  hundred  gentlemen  bcfide,  whofe 
lands  and  lives  were  involved,  and  loh  in  his 
overthrow. — “ The  Earl  of  Defmond  [fays 
Baker’s  Chronicle,  p.  361]  poffeffed  wrhole 
counties,  together  with  the  county  palatine  of 
Kerry,  made  fo  by  Edward  III.  and  had  of  his 
own  name  and  race,  at  leaf  five  hundred  gentlemen 
at  his  command  ; all  whom , with  himfelf,  loh  their 
lives  within  the  fpace  of  three  years,”— which 
is  continued  by  Leland,  Voh  II.  p.  278.  <c  I11 
this  difmal  fituation  of  the  once  great  Defmond, 
his  Countefs  fell  upon  her  knees  before  the  Lord 
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Deputy,  and  with  tears  petitioned,  but  in  vain, 
that  her  hufband  fhould  be  received  to  mercy ; 
but  his  force  as  a rebel  was  now  too  inconfider- 
able,  and  his  pojfejfions  to  be  forfeited  were  of  too 
princely  an  extent , for  the  Queen’s  Minifters  to 
admit  of  pardon  or  fubmiflion.” — —The  firft 
equitable  queftion,  therefore,  to  be  afked  by  the 
Court  of  Claims,  muft  be,  “ Where  are  the  right 
heiis  of  the  Earl  of  Defmond,  and  of  his  jive 
hundred  followers  ? — And  the  next  fecond  quef- 
tion will  be  put  to  the  prefent  Catholic  occupiers  of 
thofe  whole  counties,  and  of  the  county  palatine 
of  Kerry  : “ What  title,  or  right  have  you  to 
ufurp,  and  occupy  thefe  lands  ?—~Here  are, 
therefore,  fruitful  feeds  of  inteftine  divifion  among 
the  Catholieks  themfelves,  refpe&ing  ancient 
titles,  and  claims — even  fuppoling  the  Proteftants 
totally  out  of  the  queftion.— — 

Or  is  this  reajfumption  to  commence  from  the 
latter  years  of  Elizabeth,  from  James,  or  from 
Charles  I.  ?— For  to  render  it  practicable , it  muft 
have  a popular  origin,  a plauftble  preamble ; 
and  legal  reafons  muft  be  offered  and  alledged  ; 
which  laft,  however,  I acknowledge,  have  feldom 
been  wanting,  "when  required  by  arbitrary  power, 
to  fan&ion  any  oppreftion,  however  iniquitous, 
or  any  projeef,  however  unconftitutional. 

With  Elizabeth,  for  a further  reafon,  it  cam 
not  commence  : through  the  whole  of  her  reign, 
and  the  beginning  of  James  I.  it  was  the  ejla * 
blifhed policy , to  difpatch  and  plunder  an  Jrijhman 
of  confequence,  and  to  diftribute  his  poffeffions 
among  unfortunate  dependants  and  milcreants 
of  his  own  nation  : When  Mac  Mahon,  chief  of 
Monaghan,  was  murdered  acoording  to  form,  by  the 
Lord  Deputy  Fitzwilliams,  the  bulk  of  his  lands 
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was  bestow  ED  upon  four  natives.  “ The 
eftate  of  the  unhappy  Mac  Mahon,  lays  l)o£tor 
Leland,  was  diftributed  to  Sir  Henry  Bagnal, 
and  four  of  the  old  Irijh  Septs. — J he  condemna- 
tion oh  this  Chieftain,  continued  the  Ir/Jh  in  their 
averfion  to  the  Englifh  policy,  which  they  con- 
l idered  as  a fyjlem  of  hateful  cruelty  and  tyranny 
[llift.  Ireland,  Vol.  II.  p.317.]  And  Morrifon 
relates,  [HiRorical  Relation,  p.  120.]  “ That 
Lord  Mountjoy  never  received  any  lrifhmcn  to 
the  Queen’s  mercy,  but  fuch  as  load  drawn  blood 
upon  his  fellow  rebel:  and  therefore,  when  the 
two  allies,  Mac  Mahon,  jun.  and  Macartymoyle, 
both  offered  to  fubmit  to  her  Majefty,  his  Lord- 
fhip  would  receive  neither , without  the  other  s head” 

“ I have  made,  fays  Lord  Mountjoy  him- 

felf,  in  a letter  to  England,  fome  of  thefe 
reclaimed  men  put  themfelves  in  blood  already; 
for  even  now  I hear  that  Lord  Montganet’s  fons 
have  killed  their  friend  Clancare,  and  fome  of 
Tyrell’s  follower’s,  fince  I threatened  their 
father  about  fomething  I heard  fufpicious  of 
them.5’ — And  when  in  the  fame  reign,  Nugent 
applied  to  the  preiident  of  Munfler  for  pardon , 
upon  lub million,  he  was  informed  his  repentance 
could  not  be  received  until  he  performed  fome 
extraordinary  fervice  upon  his  own  party — (meaning 
that  he  fhould  bafely  betray,  or  perfidiouRy 
murder  fome  of  his  kindred,  or  allied  friends). — 
Nugent,  reduced  to  heavy  freights,  daring,  and 
defperate,  betook  himfelf  to  the  Earl  of  Deiinond, 
and  a few  days  aftef,  riding  in  his  companv, 
upon  the  Earl’s  back  being  turned,  he  levelled 
againil  him  a piflol  loaded  with  two  balls  ; but 
Defmond  turning  round,  perceiving  his  intent : 
Nugent  fpnrred  hard  to  efcape  by  the  goodnefs 
of  his  horfe,  but  he  Rumbled,  was  taken,  and 

act  now- 


C 32  J 

acknowledging  his  intent,  was  executed  next  day* 
— In  his  examination,  he  confeffed  his  intention 
was  to  deftroy  the  Earl  of  Defmond,  and  after* 
wards  to  poft  away  to  his  brother,  James 
Fitzgerald,  call  him  afide  in  a fecret  manner, 
as  if  to  acquaint  him  with  his  brother’s  death, 
and  then  execute  as  much  upon  him. — He  added 
that  they  might  take  his  life,  but  there  were 
many  mare , whom  he  perfectly  knew,  that  had 
/worn  unto  the  Prefident , to  effedl  the  murder  of 

both,  upon  promife  of  their  lands.” [ Paccata 

Hibernia,  fol.  37-83. The  army  of  Elizabeth 

was  crowded  with  Irijh ; who  were  moll  a dive 
and  zealous  in  the  reduction  of  their  country- 
men.-—Hugh  O’Nial,  Earl  of  Tyrone,  had  the 
command  of,  and  lead  all  the  Queen’s  forces, 
which  were  fo  fuccefsfully  fent  againft  Mac- 
Guire : and  at  the  furrender  of  Kinfale,  Burke, 
the  Earl  of  Clanricard,  killed  with  his  own  hand 
above  twenty  Irifh ; and  cried  out— to  fpare  no 
rebels  ! fome  Irifh,  of  quality,  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  who  offered  great  ranfoms,  but  upon  their 
being  brought  to  the  camp,  they  were  all  put  to 
death,  and  the  Lord  Deputy  Eitzwilliams, 
knighted  Clanrickard  in  the  field  ” — [Morrifon, 
p.  1 8 7-3- — cc  No  man,  faid  Sir  George  Carey, 
did  bloody  his  fword  upon  the  Irifh  more  than 
Lord  Clanrickard  ; and  he  would  not  fuffer 
any  man  to  take  any  Irilh  prifoners.” — [Paccata 
Hib.  fol.  2353. 

Where  is  the  foundation  here  of  adjujlment  of 
property  among  the  heirs  of  thefe  difcordant  Irijh • 
men  ? — Will  the  reprefentatives  of  Mac  Mahon 
remember , alone , that  an  Englifh  deputy  tried  his 
anceftor,  the  lord  of  the  county,  by  a jury  of 
Englifh  common  foldiers,  and  iuftantly  hanged 

him 
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him  at  his  own  caftle  gate,  as  Baker  relates,  in 
his  Chronicle,  p.  378;  and  will  they  forget  that 
his  great  landed  property  was  divided  among 
four  pe rfons,  three  of  whom  were  Irifj  fepts , and 
perhaps  his  neighbours , kinfmen , or  allies — ? — Or 
what  regulation  can  take  place  between  the  heirs 
of  Hugh  O’Neal  and  Mac  Guire  ? or  between 
the  heirs  of  Lord  Clanrickard  and  thofe  Irifh 
perfons  of  quality , who,  after  the  battle,  in  cold 
blood,  he  executed  in  camp — ?— 

Or  in  brief,  why  did  not  James  the  Second’s 
parliamentary  committee,  in  1689,  travel  up  to 
thefe  reigns  with  the  inveftigation  of  their  Court 
of  Claims — ? — and  why  did  they  flop  at  48  years  ? 
The  reafon  is  obvious  : they  found  inluperable 
bars  which  rendered  all  inveftigation  nugatory  : 
They  found  it  would  give  rife  to  unceafing  inteftine 
divifion  among  themlelves  : they  found  that 
pojfeffiGn  for  a century  had  too  ileadily  rooted 
the  occupiers  of  the  day,  for  them  ever  to  be 
fhaken  by  parliamentary  enquiry  : and  that 
the  lapfe  of  one  hundred  years  had  even  defeated 
all  inveftigation,  who  the  real  ufurpers  were,  or 
where  they  were  to  be  found,  amid  the  change, 
alienation,  violence,  or  purchafe  of  mingled 
friends  and  adversaries — and  fuch  as  were  the  reigns 
of  James,  and  Charles  J.  to  our  Catholic  ancef 
tors , are  now  become  to  the  Catholicks  of  the  prefent 
day , the  forfeitures  of  King  William , and  his 
ftatute  of  aflumption  of  lands,  in  1692.—- 

Our  Catholic  anceftors,  in  1689,  wben  tinder 
the  influence  of  violent  antipathy  again!!  their 
Proteftant  foes,  found  upon  an  inveftigation  fo 
ftftemn  as  a parliamentary  inqueft,  that  they  could 
carry  up  their  enquiry  no  higher  than  48  years : 

D Now, 
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Now,  our  Catholic  brethren  of  the  prefent  day , 
fuppofing  them  in  parliament,  as  I hope  to  fee 
them  before  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  century, 

CANNOT  INSTITUTE  ANY  ENQUIRY  AT  ALL,  Unlefs 
they  travel  back  one  hundred  and  jive  years  ; for 
within  that  period  there  have  been  no  forfei- 
tures: and  this  fuperlatively  hoftile  meafure, 
which  their  ancejlors  relinquifhed,  when  in  arms , 
and  aided  by  a foreign  force , they  are  now  to  un- 
dertake, when  cemented  with  us  in  friendfhip , 
and  under  obligations  to  us  for  liberty ; — which  is 
to  fay,  that  in  the  bofom  of  peace,  cordiality ? 
and  mutual  inter  eft,  in  a iituation  of  quiet,  of 
enrichment,  and  of  general  confidence , the  Ca- 
tholicks,  reftored  from  political  dilfolution  to 
the  life  of  liberty,  and  to  the  elevation  of  free- 
men, are  to  hazard  their  happinefs,  and  to 
Itain  their  reputation  by  a diftra&ed  enthu- 
fiafm  of  grafping  at  that  which,  one  hundred 
years  ago,  their  anceftors,  in  profperity,  deemed 
to  be  chimerical ; and,  under  the  fan&ion  and 
funfhine  of  their  monarch’s  prefence,  rejected,  as 
an  enterprize  utterly  unattainable. — I fear  it 
not— and  I believe , that  the  Catholicks  of  the 
prefent  day,  are,  like  myfelf,  living  in  the  ter- 
mination of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  not  at 
the  commencement  of  iixteen  hundred,  the  date  of 
the  exigence  of  families,  enumerated  in  this 
mutilaied,  chronogical fragment* — 

And  here  a corollary  irrefiftibly  obtrudes  itfelf, 
as  growing  out  of  the  matter  which  I have  alrea- 
dy related — “That  the  leading  maxim  of  Britifh 
policy  has  ever  been — to  govern  Ireland  by  in- 
tjline  divifion  : And  that  in  confequence  of  ty- 
ranny, fo  treacherous,  and  fo  fanguinary,  we  can 
be  little  aftonifhed  at  any  deed  however  extra- 
vagant, or  any  malfacre  however  enormous,  to 

which 


which  this  perfcuted  nation  fhould  have  had 
recourfe  to  in  their  defpair  ! — Hunted  like  brute 
animals  over  their  native  plains,  and  fomented 
againit  each  other  by  the  governors  of  the  ifland, 
who,  awaking  and  nourilhing  every  malignant 
pnilion,  itimulated  them  to  bathe  in  the  carnage 
of  each  other;  thus  performing  the  olfice  of  the 
great  enemy  of  man , inftead  of  difeharging  the 
high  com  million  of  fupreme  and  impartial  admi- 
niftrators  of  juftice ! Who  of  us  can  wonder, 
or  who  will  venture  to  dif approve,  had  the  natives 
of  the  country  fvvorn  uncealing  enmity  againit 
the  Britifh  name ; and  deluged  the  iiland  in  the 
blood  of  their  opprelfors ! 

But  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  with  Cromwell , final- 
ly, an  inquifition  of  this  nature  is  a fecond  time 
to  commence — in  what  lituation  are,  then , to  be 
placed,  or  under  what  clafs  of  ufurpers  are  then 
to  be  arranged,  the  prefent  Catholicks , who  now 
occupy  more  than  the  half  of  the  province  of 
Conaught , and  almojl  all  Clare  ; — where  their  mife- 
rable  anceftors  were  Compelled  to  retire,  when 
they  were  driven  out  of  Munjler  by  the  impla- 
cable Ludlow  ? — To  what  body  of  Catholicks 
is  that  extenfive  territory  now  to  be  adjudged  ? 
What  is  become  of  thofe  terrifying  Catholic 
natives  of  Conaught,  refident  there  a hundred 
years  before,  as  fpecitied  in  the  map  ? They 
muft  have  been  all  turned  out : for  thofe  unfor- 
tunate, intruding  exiles  from  Munjler , difpof- 
felfed  the  natives  of  Conaught  of  an  immenfe 
divifion  of  country,  to  which  territory  the  title 
of  their  children  or  reprefentatives , at  this  moment , 
is  at  lead  of  as  modern  a date,  as  that  of  the  de- 

benturers  can  poflibly  be  to  theirs Where  is 

the  foundation  here  of  an  adjuflment  of  property 
among  the  reprefentatives  of  thefe  difeordant  Irijh - 
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men  ? Between  the  heirs  of  thofe  Catholicks , who 
were  driven  forcibly  by  Ludlow  into  Conaught 
and  Clare,  and  of  the  Catholicks  who  w’ere  difpof 
fejfed  by  thefe  involuntary  ufurpers  ? — “ By  a pro- 
clamation of  Cromwell  and  his  Council,  printed 
at  Dublin,  by  William  Bladon,  in  1654,  they  were 
commanded  to  tranfplant  themlelves,”  fays 
Wallh’s  Reply,  p.  33,  tc  before  the  ill  of  May 
next  enfuing,  into  the  province  of  Conaught, 
and  county  of  Clare,  according  to  former  declara- 
tions ; and  this  upon  the  highejl  penalties: — the 
rigorous  execution  of  this  proclamation  did  ma- 
nifelt  itfelf  in  the  long  imprifonment  of  fome, 
the  expoiting  others  to  Barbadoes,  and  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hethrington  in  the  market-place 
of  Dublin,  for  not  obeying  it,  as  the  paper 
affixed  on  his  bread  when  he  was  executed,  did 
exprefs  the  caufe  of  his  taking  off.” — And  mv 
Lord  Clarendon  writes,  Vol.  II.  p.  1 16,  that 
“ Cromwell  and  his  council,  in  Munfter,  finding 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  nation,  wffiich  they 
had  intended,  to  be  in  itfelf  very  difficult,  and  to 
carry  in  it  fomewhat  of  horror , that  made  an  im- 
preffion  upon  the  moll  flony  hearts,  after  fo  many 
thoiifands  defrayed  by  the  fword,  fire , famine , 
and  the  plague , and  alter  fo  many  thoufands  tranf 
ported  into  foreign  parts , found  out  the  following 
expedient  of  tranf  plantation . — There  was  a large 
trad  of  land,  even  to  the  half  of  the  province  of 
Conaught,  that  was  fepa rated  from  the  reft  by  a 
long  and  large  river,  and  which  by  the  plague, 
and  many  massacres,  remained  almoll  defolate  : 

- — Into  this  fpace  and  circuit  of  lands,  they  re- 
quired all  the  Irijhy  (whom  Cromwell,  fays  Dr. 
Leland,  Vol.  III.  p.  409,  had  declared  innocent  of 
the  rebellion)  to  retire  by  a certain  day,  under  pe- 
nalty of  death;  and  all  who  fhould  be  found  in 
any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  man,  woman , or 
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child , might  be  killed  by  any  body  who  faw,  or 

met  them.” “ Yet  even  thefe  unhappy 

gentlemen,  fays  Carte,  Vol.  IT.  p.  216,  who 
were  thus  violently  driven  from  their  own  fair 
eftates,  into  Conaught  and  Clare , were  all  declared 
by  the  Council  innocent  of  the  rebellion,  after 

a rnoft  rigorous  inqiiifition.” Notwithstanding 

which,  “ in  this  deplorable  condition,  fays 
Clarendon,  p.  118,  they  found  themfelves  ob- 
liged to  fubmit  to  the  hardeit  conditions  of  their 
conquerors;  and  after  fgning  conveyances  and 
releafes  of  their  lands , which  they  had  left,  to  go 
and  enjoy  lands  which  belonged  to  other 
men.” 

Obferve,  4C  lands  which  belonged  to  other  men .” 
— The  adjufhment  of  territory,  therefore,  in 
Conaught  and  Munfier,  (in  conlequence  of  this 
dreaded  parliamentary  enquirjf  after  ancient 
proprietors)  will  be  as  whimfical,  as  it  will  be 
fubtle  and  complicated. — Catholicks  muft  drive 
Catholicks  back  again  out  of  Conaught  into 
Munfier,  wrhofc  anceltors,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before  had  crolfed  the  Shannon,  “ to  feize 
and  enjoy  lands  which  belonged  to  other  men 
— and  thefe  Catholicks  thus  ejeded,  are  to  aifault 
Munfier  and  difpoflefs  the  debeniurers  of  Crom- 
well; to  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty  jears 
before,  their  anceftors  “ had  perfected  deeds  of 
conveyance  and  releafes  of  their  lands  which 
deeds  of  conveyance , not  forty  years  after,  were 
conflrued  and  conceived  to  be  fo  valid,  by 
James  the  lid’s  wfife  and  illuftrious  parliament, 
as  to  induce  the  Court  of  Claims  “ to  refolve 
that  compenfation  Jhould  be  made  for  their  value  .” 

But  the  final  reply  to  this  imaginary  apprehenfon, 
is  obvious  and  exclufive.— PoffeJJion  and  opu- 
lence, 
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lcnce  ; create , and  continue  power  ,*  and  thefe,  out  of 
all  competition , the  prefent  Prcteflant  occupiers 
enjoy. — — Union  of  all , alone  can  render  the 
Catholicks  llrong ; and  a hint  of  forfeiture  cuts 
aftinder  the  bonds.— -The  union  of  this  ifland 
cannot  remove  Great-Britain  a furlong  from  our 
fhores ; and  a defperate  appeal  to  her,  by  either 
Jrifh  party , demolifhes  at  once  the  project  of  for- 
feiture, and  THE  STRUCTURE  WHICH  LIBERTY 
raises  to  peace,  erefted  by  the  united  operations 
of  both. 

Nor  will  the  body  of  either  party,  Proteflant  or 
Catholic,  upon  a happy  jundlion  in  a future 
fenate,  entertain  any  exclufive,  or  too  extravagant 
golden  dreams — mutual  interest,  the  foie  bond 
of  union  among  a people , will  govern  the  councils, 
and  diredl  the  meafures  of  that  novel,  cautious , 
and  quick-fghted  afjembly . — External  commerce, 
domeftic  manufacture,  tillage,  navigation,  and 
revenue ; equal  protection  for  the  mode  of  wor- 
fhip  of  every  Irifhman,  and  unfhackled  regula- 
tions for  the  education  of  their  offspring ; thefe 
will  be  the  fubjedls  which  will  arreft  the  delibe- 
rations of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature  ; and 
into  which  will  they  rufh  like  a torrent  w ith  then 
unfettered  hands.  The  undue  Britifh  influence 
having  then  declined  to  its  termination  ; — dreamers 
about  ancient  poffeffions,  like  fifth  monarchy- 
men  in  the  Ufurpation,  may  arife  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  but  they  will  be  fubdued  into  lilence, 
by  a general,  and  a deterring  forbiddal  : 
Proteflant  Sacheverels  will  exprefs  apprehenfions 
for  the  church,  and  its  poffeffions  ; and,  like  him, 
be  filenced  into  oblivion,  never  to  be  heard  of 
more;  defperate  declaimers  may  propofe  hofti- 
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lities  with  England  ; and  an  addrefs  of  perpetual 
union  and  amity  will  be  the  reply. 

In  urging  the  repeal  of  flatutes  of  penalty  and 
difqualiftcation,  we  do  not  feek  to  introduce  no* 
velty  or  innovators  upon  the  conflitution,  but  to 
repeal  the  innovations  of  1680,  and  1703  ; and  to 
rejlore  to  the  Catholics  their  long  accujlomed  rights  / 

We  do  not  feek  to  alter  the  monarchical 
form  of  our  government,  and  to  ered  a republic 
upon  its  ruins— we  feek  for  juftice  to  our 
countrymen ! — 

We  do  not  feek  to  pillage,  or  to  humiliate  the 
Proteftant  clergy,  and  to  fubflitute  another  clerical 
order  in  their  room — we  feek  for  juftice  to  our 
countrymen  ! — 

We  feek  to  renovate  three  millions  of  Irifh, 
who  now  compofe  an  ineit  and  ina&ive  mafs, 
into  one  vigorous  body  of  aclive  citizens, 
endued  with  intelligence,  and  ufeful  to  the 
ftate  ! 

Conqueft  is  neither  our  objed,  nor  our  in- 
tereft  ; — we  have  a rich  country — an  able  pea- 
fan  try— are  poor,  but  are  out  of  debt ; — we 
lull  not  for  dominion — we  are  fubduing  no 
native  princes  in  the  provinces  of  India  ; alas, 
that  game  was  once  played  too  fatally  againlt 
ourfelves  at  home ! Nor  are  we  fupporting,  in 
any  corner  of  the  whole  earth,  an  ufurped  au- 
thority, in  blood  ; — we  are  opprefied  men  upon 
our  native  ifland,  more  finned  againft,  than  fin- 
ning ! — We  afk  but  for  our  own— to  be  free  in  the 
land  which  gave  us  birth — to  earn  our  property 
with  the  labour  of  our  bodies  ; — when  earned, 
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to  have  a furcty  that  it  is  our  own— and  to  have 
a vote  in  its  difpofure,  when  a portion  of  it  may 
be  necelfary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  hate. 

What  man  will  fpenk  to  me  touching  thefe 
points  ; or  maintain  that  they  are  factious,  un- 
realonable,  or  wicked  ?— — then  what  are  they, 
who  reply — “ It  fhall  not  be.”— 

<c  But  the  Catholic  peafantry  are  barbarians , 
and  uncivilized ” fays  fome  accomplijhed  lawyer, 
juft  got  into  the  Houfe,  and  finifhed,  from  his 
travels- — through  the  lanes  of  London— 

If  they  be  barbarians,  they  are  virtuous  !— 
hardened  into  men,  by  difficulties  and  labour : 
not  civilized  into  foftnefs,  nor  refined  into  pro- 
fligacy ; nor  have  they  yet  learned  to  idolize 
commerce  as  a God , at  whofe  fhrine  is  to  be 
iacrificed  both  liberty , and  manhood  \ like  too  many 
Proteftants  of  thefe  JIJier  ijlands . 

Had  the  Roman  plebeans  refembled  our  Ca- 
tholics, at  the  pitiable  aflaffination  of  the  ami- 
able but  guilty  Csefar,  Rome  had  proved  herfelf 
capable  of  liberty,  and  her  unvitiated  peafants 
would  have  affertcd  a conjlitution  ! — There  is  fluff 
to  work  upon  in  Ample  barbarifm,  there  is  none 
in  refinement,  corruption,  and  effeminacy. 

To  the  good  fenfe  of  thefe  barbarians,  their 
difpofitioqs,  and  their  docility,  authorities  are 
not  wanting  at  a much  earlier  period  than  to-day  : 
When  Sir  John  Davis  was  Attorney  General 
to  James  1.  a great  authority,  and  not  their  friend, 
he  thus  concludes  one  of  his  divifions.  [Davis’s 
Ireland,  p.  121.  Dub.  Edit.]  cc  When  thefe  fix 
forfeited  (hires  were  to  bedifpofedof,and  planted, 
his  Majefty  did  not  exclude  the  natives  from  this 
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plantation,  as  the  Irijh  were  accujlomed  to  he 
excluded  out  of  the  firit  Englifh  colonies  ; but  he 
made  a mixt  plantation  of  Englilh  and  Jrifh, 
that  they  might  grow  up  into  one  nation , and  this 
truly  is  the  maftcr-picce  of  that  work  of  reforma- 
tion, fo  worthy  of  his  majefly’s  royal  pains  ; 
for  when  this  plantation  has  taken  root,  it  will 
fecure  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  make  it  a civil, 
a mighty,  a rich,  and  a flourifhing  kingdom  : 
the  clock  of  the  civil  government  is  now  well 
let,  and  all  the  wheels  thereof  do  move  in  order  ; 
the  firings  of  this  Irifh  harp,  which  the  civil 
magiflrate  doth  finger,  are  now  in  tune;  for  the 
whole  ifiand  from  fea  to  fea,  hath  been  brought 
into  his  highneffes  peaceable  poffeflion  : In  which 
condition  of  fubjedis,  the  Irijh  will  gladly  continue 
without  defedion , as  long  as  they  may  be  protected, 
and  juftly  governed , without  opprejfion  on  the  one 
hand , or  impunity  on  the  other — For  there  is  no  nation 
of  people  under  the  fun,  that  doth  love  equal , and 
indifferent  jujlice  better  than  the  Irijh  ; or 
will  reft  better  fatisfied  with  the  execution  thereof 
alt  ho 9 it  be  againft  themfelves  ; fo  as  they  may  have 

the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  law — ” — u I 

do  affirm , continues  Davis,  page  1 16,  that  for  the 
fpace  of  five  years  lafl  pan,  there  have  not  been 
found  fo  many  malefadlors  worthy  of  death  in  all 
this  realm  of  Ireland , which  is  now  divided  into 
thirty-fix  fhires  at  large,  as  in  one  circuit  of  fix 
jhires  in  Ertgland—iox  the  truth  is,  that  in  time  of 
peace,  the  Irijh  are  more  fearful  to  offend  the  law 
than  the  Englijh , or  any  other  nation  whatfoever — ” 

And  happy  had  it,  indeed,  been  for  this  ifiand, 
had  this  mafter piece  of  James  ill’s  work  of  reforma- 
tion, as  Sir  John  Davis  juftly  denominates  it,  been 
followed  up,  and  adopted  by  his  fucceffors,  and 
their  min  filers  ; this  wife  Attorney  General 
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approves  of  an  indijcriminate  -plantation  of  Englijh 
and  Jnjh,  that  they  may  grow  up  into 
one  people  ! He  never  dreamt  of  pro- 
hibiting  marriages , by  ilatute ; of  difarming 
one  portion  of  the  fubjeffs  of  the  land, , that 
they  might  be  a faulted,  and  preyed  upon  by  the 
other ; of  the  hideous  and  unheard  of  atrocity , and 
perfecution  of  raifing  up  the  child  againjl  the  parent , 
and  f owing  difcord  among  brethren , by  authority 
of  the  legiflature  ; of  making  it  penal,  and  a 
forfeiture,  to  travel  abroad  for  education ; and 
making  it  equally  penal  for  their  being  inf  ruffed 
at  ho?ne—{uc\\  ffatutes  were  left  to  fucceeding 
adminiftrations,  whofe  objeffs  were  divifwn , and 
fubjugation  ; and  whofe  meafures  fucceeded  to  the 
very  extremity  of  their  defires : and  too  pro- 
phetic was  Davis,  in  his  concluding  words  ; for, 
gladly  did  they  continue  without  defection,  as  long 
as  they  were  protected,  and  jufily  governed,  without 
otprejfon  on  one  fide,  or  impunity  on  the  other : — 
But  fatally  for  the  general  welfare  of  Ireland,  in 
the  conclufion  of  that  reign,  in  the  fucceeding, 
and  ever  fince,  till  1779,  they  became  unprotected, 
unjufly  governed,  opprefed  without  redrefs,  and 
with  impumty  plundered,  murdered,  and  exter- 
minated ; till  perfecuted  to  defperation,  they  returned 
rancour  for  rancounr,  blood for  blood ; and  in  ven- 
geance of  four  mafacres,  they  boldly  plunged  into 
one  daring  and  dreadful  attempt — to  fweep  the 
name  of  Briton  from  their  long  affaulted  fhores  ; 
deluged  in  carnage  by  that  tyrannical  people, 
for  a cruel  feries  of  four  hundred  years, — 

How  grateful  were  this  calumniated  people  for 
even  common  juftice,  extended  to  them  by  the 
Englifh  deputies,  Dr.  Leland  relates,  p.  311 , 
c<  When  Sir  John  Perrot  was  recalled  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  he  delivered  the  fword  to  Sir  William 
Fitz williams,  declaring  that  he  left  the  kingdom 
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in  peace;  and  he  embarked  with  the  acclamations 
of  the  lower  order  of  the  people,  who  felt  the  benefits 
of  his  adminiftration  ; old  Tirlagh  0‘Nyal  of 
Tiro  wen,  followed  him  to  the  water-edge, 
bathed  in  tears. — * 

And  what  is  one  of  the  greateft  bigots  againft 
the  native  Irifh,  on  account  of  their  religion,  but 
a man  of  ability,  compelled  to  acknowledge  of 
them  ? — “ A more  kind,  affable,  obliging  hu- 
moured people,”  fays  Richard  Lawrence,  in  his 
Interells  of  Ireland,  1680,  page  162,  tc  are  not 
to  be  converfed  with,  than  the  generality  of  the 
Irijh  who  have  been  educated  among  the  Englifh, 
or  otherwife  well  bred : For  they  are  Jhrewd , and 
capable  of  the  highef  improvements  in  all  the  liberal 

fciences,  and  ingenious  arts.”- -In  the  fame  very 

curious  treatife,  page  98,  Mr.  Lawrence  is  alio 
io  favorable  to  the  Irijh  foil , as  to  fay  : <c  I have 
now  fhown  at  large  how  an  Englifh  breed, 
for  this  country’s  defence,  would  much  in- 
creafe  on  Irijh  ground ; ten  of  whom  are  worth 
twenty , bred  and  brought  up  in  England.”  But 
I do  not  infinuate,  that  he  recommended  the}? 
fhould  have  Irifh  fathers;  though  his  words 
would  bear  that  conftiu&ion. 

The  truth  is,  that  although  the  Proteftants 
have  now,  for  near  two  centuries,  made  a buftie 
about  confcience,  reafon,  and  the  gofpel,  at  bot- 
tom they  have  had  no  more  dependance  upon 
thefe 5 than  upon  miracles  and  infallibility  ; but 
have  placed  their  foie  reliance  upon  the  preaching 
cf  lawyers  and  the  miffion  of  informers . Nor  were 
the  penal  laws  intended  at  their  formation,  to  pro- 
duce converts : It  was  not  Popery  which  was 
hated,  but  the  Pap/Jl ; divifon  was  the  obje 8, 
reformation  was  the  pretext . From  their  conjunc- 
tion 
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tion,  they  appear  to  ferve  as  ramparts  to  a wealthy 
town , where  no  Roman  Catholic  lhall  enter  at  the 
gate , left  too  many Jhonld  crowd  in  at  once  : To  one  by 
one. , they  are  compelled  to  wade  through  dirt  and 
ihame,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  appointed  narrow 
paffage,  expofed  to  the  hiftes  of  thofe  who  are 
without , and  to  the  fcorn  and  fufpicion  of  thole 
who  are  within . 

But  experience  ought  to  have  inftrucled  Pro - 
tejianti , who  themfelves  had  wreftled  with  perfe- 
cution,  that  religious  principles  are  of  too  ftub- 
born  a nature  to  be  removed  by  punifhments  of 
a limited  duration.  The  opinion  of  an  immortal 
recompence,  or  an  immortal  mifery,  muft  for 
ever  preclude  all  human  conftderations : But  po- 
litical notions , admitting  bad  ones  to  have  had 
exiftence,  are  eafily  to  be  weakened  by  kind- 
nefs,  and  to  be  altered  by  encouragements . 
An  oppofition  of  interejls , not  of  creeds , has, 
hitherto,  been'  the  caufe  of  divifion  among  Irifti- 
men  : Let  clajhing  advantages  be  brought  to  coin- 
cide ; remove  a pernicious  fyjiem  of  legiflation ; 
divifion  ceajes , and  the  caufe  and  the  complaint 
difappear  together. 

Religious  penalties , and  penal  exclujions , operate 
only  to  ftupify,  to  make  Lutheranifm  hated,  and 
the  reforming  perfon  a hypocrite.  The  political 
guilt  of  a nation  lies  at  the  door  of  thofe  who 
govern  hy  fuch  a fyftem : — A tyrant,  who  rules 
without  a parliament,  fuftains  the  whole  iniquity 
himfelf:  But  a fenate,  and  a free  people,  who 
originate,  or  who  £dopt  fuch  ftatutes,  divide  tlye 
heavy  guilt  among  them)  and  every  Proteftant  in- 
dividual of  you,  w?ho  does  not  proteft  againft 
your  brother's  chains , is,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  and 
of  the  civilized  world,  accejjary  to  the  enormity , 
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in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  intelligence  he  is 
naturally  endowed  with,  and  of  the  influence  he 
may  be  poffelfed  of,  to  diminifh  the  dijiradion  and 
the  angiufh  of  his  brother. 

And  fure  a forer  evil  exifts  not  upon  earth, 
than  the  fituation  of  the  peafantry  of  this  devoted 
ifland  ; — contemplating  the  penury  which  fetters 
them  to  the  earth,  and  the  fertility  of  the  country 
in  which  they  are  doomed  to  calamity  contem- 
plating the  vajjalage  under  which  they  crouch,  and 
the  furdy  yeomanry  which  to-day  they  ought  to 
have  been. 

They  are  to-day  the  mod  wretched  people  un- 
der the  fun  ; for  they  are  furrounded  with  a plen - 
teoufnefs , which  they  never  are  to  tajle ; and  they 
behold  comforts  which  they  are  never  to  expe- 
rience : — Harved  comes,  and  the  more  favoured 
bullock  falls  in  the  flaugliter-houfe,  but  not  for 
them  ! and  they  fometimes  hear  of  the  food  and 
raiment  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  barren  North, 
and  they  curfe  it  in  the  bitternefs  of  their  mifery : — 
Famine,  nakednefs,  and  overflrained  labour, 
ftupifies  each  faculty  of  their  body,  and  of  their 
mind — fmoke,  filth,  and  udnds,  fill  their  habi- 
tations, where  a few  potatoes  are  their  excludve 
food — reduced  to  the  condition  of  reptiles,  they 
and  their  children  crawl  in  dirt,  and  are,  like 
reptiles,  loathfome — and  fome  of  this  I have 
myfelf  beheld ; yet  thefe  men  pay  your  clergy, 
while  the  gentry  contribute  nothing ! Even  their 
wretched  potatoes  are  decimated,  for  a pried- 
hood  whom  they  never  hear — w7hile  a cruel 
vote  of  agidment  covers  the  padures  of  their 
landlord ! 
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Where  were  the  unrivalled  talents  of  the 
South,  to  have  beheld  thefe  abufes,  and  to  have 
tolerated  them  for  fifty  years  ? Where  was  Ma- 
lone* and  Fitz gibbon,  and  Burgh,  and  Daly,  and 
Flood,  thefe  monuments  of  national  ability,  the 
pledges  and  memorials  oflrifh  intellefl — ? — l feel 
no  diminution  of  independence  in  hallowing  the  dead : 
the  charnel-houfe  of  kings  has  but  an  empty  trea - 

fury- Why  did  departed  greatnefs  fuller  thefe 

things  ?- from  habit  ! that  llrangler  in  the 

biith  of  originality  and  amendment  ! They 

were  born  in  a Province  where  man  was  already 
reduced  to  this  degradation  ; their  infant  eyes 
were  accuilomed  to  the  fad  fpe&acle;  and  minds 
which  were  prone  to  melt  at  imaginary  woe, 
did  not  lhrink  at  the  contemplation  of  thefe  do- 

mellic  enormities. -Let  us  not  be  enthralled 

by  habit : Let  us  inquire  if  thefe  things  exill ; 
and  afford  our  virtuous  efforts  to  arrefi  the  daemon 

of  mifery  upon  his  errand. And  where  is  that 

one  man,  that  living  oracle,  whom  all  confide  in, 
and  revere  ? who  is  of  himfelf  competent  to  the 
ministry  of  mercy  ! Let  him,  who  could  re- 
Lore  a conftitution,  bend  over  the  miferies  of 
man,  over  the  orphans  of  the  hate — the  defrauded 
heirs  of  that  coufiitution ; let  him  Loop  to  the 
peafants,  and  they  fhall  arife  to  the  confolation 
of  induftry,  and  ajfume  their  independent  fubordi- 
nation  in  the  hate. 

We  toaft  Cromwell,  and  king  William,  and 
Wafhington,  and  Fayette;  and  we  ranfack  the 
living  wrorld,  and  the  mighty  dead,  and  corruf- 
cate  from  Europe  to  America  for  honourable 
ffimulus  to  our  paffion  for  fame  and  public  vir- 
tue ; — but  we  think  not  of  home — wre  forget  our 
native  ifland — we  do  not  recollect  the  illuftrious 
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toaft — Our  own  negle&ed  and  capable — tWq 
millions, — loyal,  and  opprelTed  Irifhmen  ! 

We  forget  that  Cromwell  and  William  were 
inimical  to  Ireland,  fevere  and  haughty  con- 
querors— And  we  forget  that  Wafhington  and 
Fayette  would  hoot  us  from  their  fhores,  and 
would  fay — “ Begone,  ye  tyrants  ! — Be  juft  at 
home , before  you  dare  to  profane  the  haunts  of 
freedom,  the  territory  of  France  and  America, 
with  your  inconfiilent  falutation, — with  your 
polluting  praife And  the  great  French  republic 
will  cry,  with  a repelling  voice — “ We  feek  not 
the  alfociation  of  tyrants,  and  we  rejedf  your 
proffered  approbation — Ye  fhallow  politicians, 
degrade  us  not  with  your  impotent  addreffes  ; 
till  you  reftore  to  their  birth-right,  your  own 
countrymen,  our  Catholic  brethren  V9 

It  was  the  frequent,  and  cutting  reply  of  the 
Marquis  of  Pombal,  to  remonflrances  of  con- 
ceited and  medling  Proteftants  at  the  Portuguefe 
court,  “ Sir,  the  lufferings  of  a Britiih  Proteftant 
perfecutor,  when  laid  by  the  heels  here,  is  to 
me  a fource,  if  not  of  chriuian,  at  leaf!  of  reta- 
liating fatisfa&ion — The  penal  laws  of  Ireland 
fanflion  our  Inquifition — !” 

But  no  relaxation  of  that  code,  Jhort  of  the 
extenfion  of  the  right  of  fuffrage,  will  operate  to 
the  relief  of  the  Catholic  peafantry  : Nothing 
under  that— -will  float  him  up  to  the  level  of  his  Pro- 
teflant  neighbour — -In  all  competitions,  without  that 
right , he  mult  elfe  fink  into  inferiority , and  continue 
a vidim  to  opprejfton . 

Of  what  avail  will  it  be  to  the  farmer  of  Tip- 
perary, and  the  manufacturer  of  Cunnemarah,  that 
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a channel  is  opened  to  the  bar,  and  the  army, 
for  the  provifion  of  younger  children  of  a few 
opulent  families  ?— How  will  that  extend  liberty 
to  the  working  portion  of  the  community  ? — What 
encouragement  can  that  hold  out  to  the  growing 
indujlry  of  the  fouthern  provinces  ? — If  that 
defcription  of  men  be  not  emancipated, — the 
moment  he  learns  his  craft,  he  will  emigrate  to 
France,  or  America- — He  will  only  remain  in 
Ireland  while  he  continues  ignorant,  ufelefs,  and 
a burthen — It  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  manufac- 
turers to  be  free;  their  hands  inculcate  inde- 
pendence to  their  minds;  they  foon  feel  that 
their  craft  will  afford  them  maintenance  every 
where ; and  they  will  roam  to  thofe  countries, 
where,  without  an  impofttion  of  perjury  and 
hypocrify,  indujlry  conduces  to  infuence  and 
precedence:  for  thefe  paffions  operate  juft  as 
powerfully  in  a village  and  country  town,  as 
at  a court,  or  among  the  molt  vain,  and  ambi- 
tious of  their  landlords. 

I knowr,  and  have  ftudied  manufacturers,  and 
am  not  lightly  to  be  replied  to  by  gentlemen  of 
other  provinces,  or  thofe  of  my  own,  who  have 
never  made  themfelves  acquainted  with  that 
defcription  of  men,  whofe  youth  is  fpent  in  fox- 
hunting, and  in  the  avocations  of  the  feudal  • 
times  ; to  whom  enclofures,  bleach-greens,  plan- 
tations, and  ditches,  are  but  as  cobwebs 
to  their  beagles,  and  to  their  courfers : I fpeak 
to  men  wTho  are  defirous  of  manufacturers, 
who  wifh  to  civilize  their  tenantry,  to  enlarge 
their  rent-roll,  and  to  increafe  the  citizens  of 
the  ifland. 

The  inclination  for  manufactures  in  the  South, 
has  fwelled  almoft  into  an  enthufiaftic  paflion, 
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and  why  do  they  not  fucceed  ? Why  do  not  the 
northern  manufacturers  emigrate  to  Munjier  rather 
than  brave  the  Atlantic  ? Becaufe  the people  are  not 
free,  and  not  regarded:  Becaufe  a northern  weaver 
will  brook  difficulties  and  poverty  rather  than  dii- 
refpect  : Becaufe  ye  have  not  yet  learned  the  defer- 

ence due  to  an  indujtrious , proud , poor  man.  And 
becaufe  a clumfy-fingered  Jlave  is  incapable  of 
any  thing,  but  to  handle  a turf-lley,  or  to  pou- 
ter with  a fpade  for  lcanty  food,  in  that  portion 
of  earth  which  he  is  not  rich  enough  to  plough* 

The  more  indujlrious  a manufacturer  is,  the 
prouder  he  will  become ; and  the  more  oppreffed, 
he  will  be  the  more  lturdy : a Northern  manu- 
facturer and  an  Englifh  yeoman  commit  that 
fort  of  refillance  ten  times  in  a year,  for  which 
papijls  are  hung : But  that  pride , and  that  rejif- 
tance , if  extended  to  the  fouth,  would  create,  and 
preferve  an  impregnable  wall  againjl  their  country's 
enemies ; and  that  Jlurdy  rudenefs  might  eafily  be 
fmiled  at,  and  tolerated  by  their  landlords , which 
can  alone  create  for  them , an  important  weight 
in  the  fcale  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  thefe,  our  dejected  country- 
men preferring  a refpeCYful  application  to  the 
Legiflature  for  an  alleviation  of  their  fuffe rings, 
if  not  for  a frank  reftoration  of  their  rights,  a 
meafure  which  mud:  be  fo  exceedingly  confonant 
to  the  ideas  of  liberty  of  their  Proteftant  friends, 
I acknowledge  I cannot  perceive  how  it  can 
be  attended  with  any  additional  ills  to  them  : — 
Denunciations  of  wrath,  or  refinements  of  cru- 
elty cannot  now  await  the  conjlitutional  efforts  of 
intelligent  Catholicks,  for  the  recovery  of  their 
defrauded  liberties  : Their  condition  cannot  now 
be  made  worfe,  becaufe  they  have  prefutned  to 
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u ifh  that  it  were  better  : They  cannot  now  be 
ientenced  to  the  wheel , becaule  they  have  ven- 
tured to  complain  of  the  torture — it  could  not 
now  produce  new  penal  ftatutes,  the  genius  of 
the  times  would  not  afford  Jafe  warranty — 

It  would  be  an  unwife  f retch  of  prerogative 
to  clofe  up  the  avenues  of  communication  between 
government  and  the  people  ; or  to  punifh  fubjefls 
ior  giving  utterance  to  the  bitter  feelings  of  their 
minds. — It  will  be  ever  both  juft  and  political,  to 
leave  with  the  people  an  organ  by  wrhich  they 
can  l peak  their  voice— The  right  of  the  fubjedl  to 
petition,  and  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  while  they 
enfure  our  perions  and  properties,  fecure,  alfo, 
our  obedience— Thefe  grand  confervatories  of 
liberty  afford  a vent  for  the  malignant  humours 
of  a nation  ; and  diflipate  the  fever  which 
agitates  fociety,  w’ben  unnatural  refir aints  diftem- 
per  the  human  mind — No  period  can  be  improper 
for  foliciting  a boon  which  is  to  extinguifh  all 
jealouftes,  party  prejudices,  and  feuds  ; mould- 
ing the  people  into  one  common  mafs,  through 
the  medium  of  one  common  intereft. 

A calm,  liberal , and  manly , appeal  to  a philo- 
fophic  and  unprejudiced  parliament  of  1792. 
The  peaceable  jufplication  of  a fubferibing  few, 
prefen  ted  amid  a crowded  fenate  of  the  affem- 
bled  Proteftant  powers  of  the  realm,  without 
pageantry  of  circumftance,  and  unattended  by  the 
awful  magnificence  of  afjociated  MILLIONS, 
might  experience  a parental  reception  equal  to 
their  fondeft  filial  hopes:  And  it  would  bring 

home  convi&ion  to  their  Proteftant  allies,  that 
a political  foul  has  an  exigence  in,  and  does 
ciiiiuie  an  energy  through  the  Catholick  body ; 
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— a circumdance  which  fometimes  Uifter  is 
difpoied  to  doubt. 

In  you,  Gentlemen,  I contemplate  an  affocia- 
tion,  of  whom  I am  proud,  as  a native  of  Uhler  ; 
but  as  an  trjhman^i  behold  you  with  gratitude 
and  veneration,  the  friends  of  human  kind, 
bur  fling  the  /hackles  which  fetter  your  countrymen  ! — 
I behold  you  hailing  and  encouraging  the  genius  of 
the  Catholic  religion , which  is  now,  through  Europe, 
difpeliing  the  gloom  of  oppreflion  and  perfec- 
tion; which  has  already  erected  in  France,  and 
Poland,  temples  to  liberty,  to  focial  order,  and 
to  general  charity;  opening  the  avenues  of  fame  and 
fortune  to  every  profeffor  of  the  chriftian  name ; 
imparting  to  vaffals  the  bleflings  of  a conftitution  ; 
and  relinqui/hing  to  this  ijland , the  ignominious 
diflinBion  of  being  the  fofterer  of  intolerance, 
and  the  pitilefs parent  of  unoffending  and  fubmif- 
five  children. 

Proceed,  enlightened  men,  to  difeharge  your 
duty  to  your  countrymen 3 and  to  the  human  race  ! 
Extend  the  magnanimous  fentiment  of  exalting  a 
depreffed  and  a degraded  people,  into  civic  utility 
and  legiflative  vigour — You  can  fpeak  boldly  : and 
with  Magna  Gharta  in  one  hand,  and  the  roll  of 
your  good  freehold  tenure  in  the  other,  you  can  tell 
all  adminiftrations,  all  parliaments,  and  all  bi- 
gots, “ they  rule  but  by  the  will  of  the  free 

ilibjecls  of  the  realm”- -But  what  roll  remains 

to  truncheon  the  Catholic  to  liberty  i — ? mid- 

night executions;  the  fword  concealed  in  the 
focial  bowl  ; and  the  fanguinary  ilatute,  and 
the  warrant  of  death,  to  fweep  away  what  war , 
and  robbery  had  overlooked  ! ! — — - — It  is  related 
by  Mr.  Mornfon,  in  his  hiflory  of  Ireland,  page  9, 
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an  authority  never  controverted,  that  in  “ the 
19th  of  Elizabeth,  1577,  the  Lords  of  Conaught, 
and  the  chieftain  O’Rourke,  made  with  Sir 
^Nicholas  ..Malby,  her  m a jelly’s  governor,  a com - 
pofition  for  their  lands  ; w herein  they  were  content 
to  yield  to  the  Qtieen  fo  large  a rent,  and  Rich 
fervices  oflabourers  to  work  at  fortifications,  and 
of  horfe  and  loot  to  ferve  her  in  the  wars,  as 
fhewed  they  were  not  yet  alienated  from  their 
wonted  awe,  and  reverence  for  the  crown  of 
England” — But  what  follorwed  upon  this fubmifjion  t 

lhall  I write  it  r It  is  the  relation  of  the 

illufhious,  becaufe  virtuous  and  philofophic, 
Colonel  Lee , who  was  fent  fpecially  into  Ireland  by 
Elizabeth  herfelf \ to  report  to  her  majefly  the 
real  Hate  of  affairs,  and  the  mif conduct  of  her  go- 
vernors— [Lee’s  memorial-manufcript  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin]  “ That  on  Tuefday,  1577  (the 
fame  year  of  the  compofition  with  Malby,) 
the  Englilh  publifhed  a proclamation  inviting 
the  Lords  of  Conaught  and  all  the  well  affefted 
Irifh , who  kept  the  peace,  who  had  fued  for 
protection,  and  who  held  no  correfpondence 
with  thofe  of  their  kindred,  who  hill  Rood  out 
in  aims  againft  the  Englifh  government,  to  an 
interview  on  the  Rathmore , at  Mu/loghma/lcn,  en - 
gaging  at  the  fame  time  for  their  fecurity , and 
that  no  evil  was  intended—  In  coni'equence  of  this 
engagement  the  well-ajfefled came  to  the  Rathmore 
a i ore-fa  id  ; bat  foon  after  they  were  ajfembled , 
they  found  themfelves  lurrounded  by  four  lines 
of  Englifh  and  Irifh  horfe  and  foot,  compleatiy 
accoutred  ; by  w hom  they  were  immediately 
cl c fed  upon , and  cut  to  pieces  : and  not  one  man 

ef coped! — ” “ Thus,”  [Colonel  Lee,  the  memo- 

1 i a lilt,  continues,]  “ Your  majefly’s  fervants 
who  were  placeu  in  authority  to  proteCl  men  for 

your 
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your  fervice,  had  drawn  unto  them,  by  fuch  pro - 
tedion , four  hundred  of  the  Irifh.  under  colour 
to  lerve  your  majefly : and  brought  them  to  a 
place  of  meeting,  where  your  garrifon  foldiers 
were  appointed  to  be  ; who  there,  moft  dijho - 
norably , put  them  all  to  the  fword — This,  [adds 
Lee]  was  done  by  the  confent  and  pradice  of 
the  Lord  Deputy—” 

“ About  the  fame  time,”  [fays  the  Manufcript 
Chronicle  in  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  an  autho- 
rity much  confided  in  by  Dodor  Leland,  fee  his 
Hiftory  of  Ireland,  Vol.  II.  p.  258.]  “ Walter, 

Earl  of  Elfex,  on  the  concluhon  of  a peace,  in- 
vited Bryan  O’Nial,  of  Claneboys,  with  a mul- 
titude of  his  relations,  to  an  entertainment, 
where  they  lived  together  in  great  harmony , making 
good  cheer  for  three  days  and  nights;  when  on  a 
fudden,  O’Nial  was  furprifed  with  an  arrefi , 
together  with  his  brother , and  his  wife , by  the  Earl's 
order. — His  friends  were  put  to  the  fword  before 
his  face ; nor  were  the  women  and  children  fpared : 
He  was  himfelf,  with  his  brother,  and  wife , fent 
to  Dublin , where  they  were  all  three  cut  in  quarters . 
This  increafed  the  difaffe&ion,  and  created  the 
detellation  of  all  the  Irifh,  for  this  Chieftain  of 
Claneboys  was  the  fenior  of  his  family,  and 
had  been  uncommonly  loved , as  he  was  now  uni- 

verfally  regretted. “ The  Queen,  (fays  the 

Bifhop  of  Chichefler,  in  his  Thankful  Remem~ 
brancer , p.  48,)  “ was  ill  pleafed  with  the  nian- 
" ner  of  this  execution  : and  was  hardly  after, 
“ ever  drawn  to  admit  any  excufe  for  the 
4C  (laughter  committed.,, 

“ When  in  the  year  1583,  [fays  Do  dor  Cor- 
ry’s  Civil  Wars  of  Ireland,  Vol.  ill.  p.  11.]  the 
garrifon  of  Smerwick,  in  Kerry,  furrendered  upon 

mercy ; 
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mercy,  to  Lord  Deputy  Gray,  he  ordered  fever* 
hundred  of  them  to  be  put  to  the  fwoid,  or 
hanged — Wingfield  was  commiffioned  to  difarm 
them;  and  when  this  fervice  was  performed,  an 
Englifh  company  was  marched  into  the  fort, 
and  the  garrifon  was  butchered  in  cold  blood. 
The  ufual,  and  obvious  excufes  for  this  fe ve- 
rity, could  not  efface  the  odioufnefs  of  it;  upon  the 

continent  it  was  received  with  horror  ! ” 

And  Dr.  Leland,  upon  another  occaiion,  fpeaking 
of  this  Lord  Deputy  Gray,  fays,  Vol.  II.  page 
287,  “ Repeated  complaints  were  made  to  the 
Queen  of  the  inhuman  rigour  of  this  Deputy , and 
his  officers — The  Queen  was  affiured  that  he  tyran- 
nized with  fuch  barbarity , that  little  was  left  in 
Ireland  for  her  Majefty  to  reign  over,  but  ajhes7 
and  dead  car  cafes” 

“ In  1581,  [the  Theatre  of  Catholick  Religion 
relates,  page  579]  “ on  the  coaft  of  Kerry,  Boo 
men,  except  11  officers,  were  flript  of  their 
weapons  and  all  fiain,  or  call:  over  the  high  cliffs 
into  the  fea,  notwilhflanding  the  Lord  Deputy7 
Fitzwilliam’s  word  and  faith  unto  them  all,  for 
their  lives,  liberties,  and  fafe  conduct  into 
Spain.- — — And  Sir  Richard  Baker  fays  , in  his 
Chronicle,  page  356,  mentioning  this  maffacre 
of  the  Irifh  in  Kerry,  “ It  was  concluded  that 
the  leaders  fhould  be  faved,  but  all  the  Irifh y 
hanged  up , which  was  prefently  put  in  execution, 
to  the  great  difliking  of  the  Sfueen , w ho  detelled  the 
Jl aught er  of  men  who  had  yielded  themf elves  ; and 
her  Grace  would  not  accept  of  any  excufes , or 
allegations  ” — This  w?as  in  one  of  the  wars  wTith 

o 

the  earl  of  Defmond.- — 

“ In  the  year  1598,  [fays  Morrifon,  page  4] 
when  Sir  William  Fitz  williams  was  entered  upon 

the 
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the  government,  Ireland  was  not  only  peacable  and 
quiet , but  the  greateft  Irifh  Lord  being  called  by 
letter  or  melfenger,  came  readily  to  the  hate  : 
But  within  three  months  after  his  taking  the 
fword  of  government,  being  informed  that  the 
Spaniaids  lately  wrecked  upon  the  coafts  of 
Ulfter,  had  left  with  the  inhabitants  great  ftore 
of  treafure  and  other  riches , he  greedily  fought  to 
get  it  into  his  hands,  pretending  the  Queen's  fer - 
vice ; — but  that  not  taking  effe£t,  he  made  a 
journey  himfelf  into  thole  parts,  where,  alto- 
gether, failing  of  his  purpofe,  he  brought  back  to 
Dublin , pr  if  oners,  two  of  the  bejl  affeded  gentlemen 
to  the  jiate , whom  he  deemed  to  polTefs  the 
treafure,  namely  Sir  Owen  MacTool,  father-in-law 
totheearl  of  Tyrone,  and  Sir  John  O’Dogherty.— 
Sir  Owen  had  been  confidered  fo  faithful  to  the  Q^teen 
as  long  to  have  enjoyed  from  her  a penfion  of 
200 /.  a year, — refuting  now  to  buy  his  en- 
largement, he  continued  a prifoner  till  Sir  William 
Rulfel  came  upon  the  government,  who  in  pity 
difeharged  him  ; but  the  old  gentleman' s heart  was 
broken , and  fhortly  he  died. — Sir  John  O’Dogherty 
was  releafed  after  two  years  reftraint ; but  not 
without  paying  for  his  liberty. — at  this  hard  ufage 
of  thefe  two  Ulfter  gentlemen,  all  the  great  men 
of  the  Irifh  did  much  repine. — — What  fays  the 
oppreflive  puritan,  Bor face,  himfelf,  in  his  Redud. 
of  Ireland,  page  14 1 ? ‘c  Sir  William  Fit  zwil Hams 
was,  acccufed  of  much  rigour  in  feeking  after  the  fpoils 
and  wrecks  at  fea,  which  happened  on  fome  of  the 
Spanilh  navy  being  fplit  in  Ireland ; and  the 
mfuing  war  is  laid  to  his  charged — ce  The  loyal  Irifh , 
fays  Dr.  Leland,  on  the  imprifonment  of  O’Tool 
and  O’Dogherty,  trembled  for  their  own  fafety, 
and  the  difaffedea  were  confrmed  in  their  inve- 
teracy— ” — “ The  people  of  Conaught,  fays  Drv 
X-eland,  page  294,  weie  feverely  governed  by  Si* 
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Richard  Bingham  ; the  Sheriffs  and  other  officers 
of  authority,  followed  the  example  of  this  lord  pre- 
fident:  They  entered  the  feveral  counties,  attended 
with  large  bodies  of  armed  men , pillaging  the  na- 
tives, whom  they  always  affefled  to  defpife. — ” 

<c  In  1590,  fays  Dr.  Corry,  page  18,  Hugh 
Roe  Mac  Mahon,  chief  tain  of  Monaghan,  came  up 
to  the  flatc , that  he  might  be  eftablifhed  in  his 
inheritance,  hoping  to  be  cherijhed , and  countenanced 
as  her  Majcfifs  patentee.  But  he  found  he  could 
not  be  admitted  at  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  until  he 
promifcd  fix  hundred  cozes, — for  fuch  were  the 
Irifh  bribes.  He  was  afterwards  imprifoned  for 
failing  in  part  of  his  agreement  ; but  in  a few 
days  he  was  enlarged , w7ith  a promife  that  the 
deputy,  lord  Fitz  williams,  would  vifit  and  fettle 
him  in  his  county  of  Monaghan  ; whither  the 
deputy  took  his  journey  fhortly  after,  in  company 
with  Mac  Mahon  : but  at  their firft  arrival , the 
unhappy  gentleman  was  clapt  into  bolts , and 
in  two  days  after  was  indighted  and  arraigned 
before  a jury  of  common  foldiers , was  condemned , 
and  executed , by  being  hanged  at  his  own  door  ; 
and  all  his  eftate  w7as  confifcated  from  his  children, 
parcelled  out,  and  bellowed  upon  Lord  Marfhal 
Bagnal,  Captain  Henflower,  and  four  perfons 
of  the  old  Irifh  fept. — ” [Baker  relates  the  tranf- 
a&ion — Chronicle  p.  378]— — See  the  difference 
of  times  ! — In  thefe  days,  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
brought  up  cows,  as  bribes  to  the  caftle : at  prefent 
— there  is  a vile  hander,  and  I don’t  believe  a 
word  of  it,  “ That  the  caftle  is  a milch  cow  to  the 
gentlemen  of  Ireland ” 

“ The  Irifh,  who  have  once  offended , [fays  Col. 
Lee,  in  his  memorial  to  Elizabeth]  live  they  never 
fo  honejlly  afterwards,  if  they  grow  into  wealth, 

are 
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are  fure  to  be  cut  off, \ by  one  in  dire  61  means  or  other : 
inch  exemplary  injultice  is  miniltered  to  your 
Majefty’s  poor fubjefts  there — ” — 

Upon  the  execution  of  Mac  Mahon,  [fays 
Morrifon,  p.  12.]  and  the  jealoufies  thence  conceived 
again/I  the  Englijh , Macguire,  a Northern  Lord, 
in  1.593,  began  to  declare  himfelf  difcontented 
and  to  hand  upon  his  defence  : — He  faid  he  had 
given  three  hundred  cows  to  free  his  country  from 
a foeriff \ yet  one  Willis  was  fent  down  with 
a guard  of  one  hundred  men , and  leading  about 
fome  hundreds  of  women  and  boys , all  living  upon 

the  fpoils  of  the  county He,  and  the  Earl  of 

Tyrone,  now  firft  combined  themfelves  with 
O’Don nel,  to  defend  their  honour s>  ejiates , and 
liberties” 

“ A great  part  of  that  unquietnefs  of 
O’Donnel’s  county,  [fays  Col.  Lee,  in  his  me- 
morial to  the  Queen]  came  by  Sir  William 
Fitz williams  placing  Willis  there  to  be  fheriff, 
who  did  keep  with  him  three  hundred  of  the 
very  rafcals  and fcum  of  that  kingdom , which  did 
rob  and  fpoil  that  people,  ravifh  their  wives 
and  daughters,  and  made  havock  of  all-*” 

“ Young  O’Donnel’s  caufe  of  difaffe&ion 
[fays  Corry]  happened  very  early  : W'hen  he  was 
a lad  of  thirteen,  a fhip  freighted  with  feverai 
curioiities  was,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Deputy 
Sir  William  Ruffel,  fent  to  tbe  bay  of  Tyr- 
connel ; where  the  mailer  having  found  O'Donnel 
and  fome  of  his  companions,  feduced  them  with 
a difplay  of  his  curioiities,  to  enter  on  board  his 
veffel,  and  privately  ordered  his  mariners  to  fail 
back  to  Dublin,  having  got  the  prey  they  came 
for— O’Donnel  and  his  companions  were  clofely 
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confined  in  the  cattle  of  that  city,  under  many 
wants  and  cruel  reftraints  for  more  than  feven 
years— At  length  by  a defperate  attempt,  O’Donnel 
efcaped,  but  with  the  lofs  of  the  life  of  one 
of  his  companions;  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
Ultter,  he  immediately  combined  with  the  Lords 
of  the  North,  being  then  not  more  than  twenty 
years  old—” — 

The  manner  of  ufage  of  O’Donnel,  [fays  Lee 
to  the  Queen— Defid.  Hiber.  vol.  I.  p.  96. J 
wras  rnoft  diihonorable,  and  difcommendable ; 
and  neither  allowable  before  God  or  man — For 
he  being  young,  and  being  taken  by  this  ttra- 
tagem,  having  never  offended,  was  imprifoned 
with  great  feverity,  many  irons  laid  upon  him,  as 
if  he  had  been  a notable  traitor  and  malefactor, 
and  kept  Itill  among  thofe  who  w7ere  ever  notorious 
traitors  to  your  Majefty— ” 

Two  infkances  more,  and  I fhall  quit  the  difi 
agreeable  topic  : but  if  any  bigot  cavils,  I pledge 
rnyfelf  to  prefent  him  with  one  hundred  : — 

The  Countefs  of  Defmond,  to  prevent  her 
hulband  being  declared  a traitor  upon  mere 
fufpicion,  delivered  up  to  the  Lord  Juttice,  Sir 
William  Drury,  at  Limerick,  her  only  fon,  the 
bifhop  of  Mayo,  and  O’Rourke,  a nobleman, 
as  pledges  of  the  Earl’s  loyalty,  but  it  was  de- 
termined by  the  council  to  proclaim  him  a 
traitor ; his  fon,  tho’  an  infant,  was  fent  to 
London,  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  where  he 
remained  many  years  : and  the  bifhop,  and 
O’Rourke  were  both  executed  by  Drury’s  exprefs 
order—”  [Bifhop  of  Chichetter’s  Thankful  Re- 
membrancer— and  Abbe  Geoghcgan’s  Hitt. 
Ireland,  vol.  TIL  p.  434]. 
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Spencer’s  defeription  of  the  calamities  brought 
upon  the  people  of  Munfler,  by  this  war,  is 
really  fhocking  ! — “ Notwithftanding,  [he  relates 
p.  1 58.]  that  it  was  a rich  and  a plentiful  country, 
full  of  corn  and  cattle,  yet  ere  one  year  and 
a half,  they  were  brought  to  fuch  wretchednefs, 
as  that  any  flony  heart  would  rue  the  fame- — Out 
of  every  corner  of  the  woods,  and  glynns,  they 
came,  creeping  forth  upon  their  hands,  for  their 
legs  could  not  bear  them  ; they  looked  like  ana- 
tomies of  death ; they  fpake  like  ghofts  crying 
out  of  their  graves,  they  did  eat  the  dead 
carrions,  happy  where  they  could  find  them; 
yea,  and  one  another  foon  after;  and  if  they 
found  a brook  of  watercreifes,  or  fhamrocks, 
there  they  flocked,  as  to  a feaft,  for  a time,  vet 
afraid  to  continue  there  withal.  That  in  afhort 
fpace,  there  was  none  almoft  left,  and  a molt 
populous  and  plentiful  country  was  fuddenly 
left  void  of  man,  and  animals 

<c  The  Earl  of  Defmond,  [fays  Morrifon] 
having  fheltered  in  the  woods,  w^as  found  bv 
Kelly  of  Moriefta,  lying  in  a hut,  deferted  by  all 
his  friends — Kelly  entering  the  cottage,  found 
all  men  fled,  but  one  perfon  of  venerable  afpe6i, 
flretched  languidly  before  a fire— as  he  affailed 
him,  he  raifed  his  hand  to  ward  the  blow,  which 
the  barbarian  cut  off;  the  wounded  gentleman 
then  exclaimed,  <c  Spare  me,  for  1 am  the  Earl  of 
Defmond  ; but  he  immediately  fmote  off  his  head, 
and  brought  it  to  the  Lord  Deputy,  by  w hom  it 
0 was  conveyed  to  the  Queen,  and  impaled  on 
London  bridge.' — — 55  The  Earl,  as  they  fay,  w as 
betrayed  by  his  own  followers ; wherein  the 
Lifter  men  did  challenge  an  honour  of  faithiulnefs 
to  their  Lords  above  thole  of  Munfter;  becaufe 
in  the  following  cruel  wars  again!!  Tyro  wen, 

none 
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none  of  them  could  be  induced,  by  fear,  or  re- 
ward, to  lay  hands  upon  their  reverenced 
O’Niai — ” Hid.  Ireland,  tol.  4. — 

Thus  did  the  mini  Her s of  Elizabeth  condud 
themfelves  towards  a native  people,  whom  they 
were  let  over — to  prated  ; and  towards  the  end 
of  her  reign,  that  dedrudion  which  the  fword 
had  left  unfinilhed,  was  purpol'eiy  and  induflri- 
oully  com  pleated  by  a famine . — Mr.  Monifon 
mentions  this  mode  of  ending  the  war,  with  a 
feeming  complacency,  at  lead  without  diflike — 
“ I have  often,  fays  he,  p.  272,  made  mention 
formerly  of  our  de/lroying  the  corn  of  the  Irijh , 
and  ufing  all  means  to  famijh  them , let  me  now 
by  two  or  three  examples,  fhow  the  milerable 
edate  to  wThich  they  were  thereby  reduced — 
Sir  Arthur  Chicheder,  Sir  Richard  Morrifon, 
and  myfelf,  did  fee  a mod  horrid  fpedacle  of 
three  children,  whereof  the  elded  was  not  above 
ten  years  old,  feeding  upon  the  flelh  of  their 
dead  mother,  with  circumdances  too  fhocking 
to  be  noted  : and  thus  the  common  fort  are 
driven  to  unfpeakable  extremities,  beyond  the 
records  of  any  hidories— for  no  fpedacle  is  more 
frequent  about  the  Newry,  and  in  the  ditches  of 
other  towns,  efpecially  in  waded  countries,  than 
to  fee  multitudes  of  thefe  people  dead,  with  their 
mouths  all  coloured  green,  by  eating  nettles, 
docks,  and  all  things  they  could  rend  up,  above 

ground—’* In  a following  chapter,  p.  282, 

he  adds  “ The  Lord  Deputy  and  council  in 
a letter  to  the  Queen,  have  exprefied  that  they 
will  receive  to  lubmiflion  two  of  their  chiefs, 
partly  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  partly 
out  of  human  commiferation ; having  with  our 
ov/n  eyes,  fay  they,  feen  the  lamentable  date 
pf  the  country,  where  we  find  every  where  men 

dead 
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dead  of  famine — and  we  are  credibly  Informed, 
that  in  the  fpaceof  a few  months,  there  are  above 
three  thoufand Jiarved  in  Tyrone — ” 

I have  thus  fatigued  you  and  myfelf,  tho’  with 
a very  limited  fele&ion  of  thefe  inftances  of 
injuftice,  the  remembrance  of  which  deeds,  and 
the  apparition  of  former  murderous  oppreflion, 
the  black  catalogue  of  penal  laws  at  prefent 
exifting,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  frefh  violence, 
might,  no  wonder  indeed!  even  now  deter,  and 
dilhearten  our  Catholic  brethren  : But  let  it  be 
your  part  to  think,  and  to  atchieve  for  them , 
and  for  yourfelves : ftill  continue  ftedfaft  in  the 
good,  and  glorious  work:  relax  not  in  calling 
forward  a diftrelfed  and  a degraded  race — into 
civil  utility,  and  legiflative  vigour 

Admit  of  but  a few  more  quotations,  and  I 
will  conclude  a detail  of  wrongs  with  which  you 
mull  be  already  difgufted:  but  on  this  fubjeft 
quotations  are  arguments;  for  hi/lory  is — philo- 
l'ophy  teaching  by  example  : — 

The  almoft  unremitting  perfection  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  profeffion  of  faith , from  the  reigns  of  Eli- 
zabeth and  James  I.  is  confpicuous , and  highly  odious , 

and  abominable In  the  latter  reign.  Chief 

Juflice  Coke  maintained  publickly,  at  the  trial  of 
Mr.Turner,  that  popery  was  one  of  the  feven  deadly 
fins : and  even  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  then 
Atttorney  General,  upon  the  fame  occafion 
obferved,  that  poifoning  was  a popifh  trick — Mr. 
Hume  relates  upon  the  authority  of  Stowe,  that 
when  James  arrived  at  Newcaftle  in  his  progrefs 
to  London,  he  gave  liberty  to  all  prifoners  at  that 
time  in  confinement,  except  thofe  impeached  of 
treafon , murder , and  papiftry — 
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In  the  eleventh  year  of  this  king’s  leign,  Gran- 
ger’s Biography  acquaints  us,  vol.  I.  p.  356, 
that  “ Dodor  John  Boys,  dean  of  Canterbury, 
gained  great  applaufe  ky  turning  the  Lord's  prayer 
into  the  following  execration , when  he 

preached  at  Paul’s  Crofs,  on  the  fifth  of 

November— “ Our  pope  u7hich  art  in  Rome, 

*c  cuifed  be  thy  name,  perifh  thy  kingdom,  hin- 
“ de red  may  thy  will  be,  as  it  is  in  heaven,  lo 
<c  in  earth.  Give  us  this  day  our  cup  in  the 
“ Lord’s  fupper,  and  remit  our  moneys,  which 
“ we  have  given  for  thy  indulgences,  as  we 
“ fend  them  back  unto  thee,  and  lead  us  not 
“ into  herefy,  but  free  us  from  mifery;  for  thine 
<c  is  the  internal  pitch  and  fulphur,  for  ever, 
“ and  ever,  Amen — — ” And  fuch  w as  the  then 
exifting  malignity  againfi:  Roman  Catholicks, 
that  this  profane  and  ridiculous  travefiy  was 
celebrated,  as  a performance  of  fingular  merit, 
in  a dignified  Protefiant  divine. 

With  fuch  authorities  for  rancour,  and  per- 
fecution  in  England,  its  operation  in  this  ifland 
was  extreme : and  its  etfeds  upon  the  native 
Irijh  wras  grievous,  and  intolerable;  becaule  it 
fuggefted  an  additional  ftimulus  to  the  deeply 
rooted  antipathy  of  the  Englifh  againfi:  them-- 
“ At  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hewfon,  an  Englifh  Clergyman  of  Swords,  fell 
violently  upon  a perfon  named  Horifh,  a refi- 
dent  of  the  town,  and  took  from  him  a crucifix, 
which  he  hung  upon  a gallows,  with  thefe  words 
upon  a paper  beneath  it,  “ Help  all  ftrangers, 
for  the  God  of  the  papifts  is  in  danger  !”  Horifh 
went  to  Dublin,  and  complained  at  the  Caflle, 
of  the  afiault,  and  carried  with  him  his  defaced 
and  broken  crucifix ; but  Sir  Geofiiy  Fenton,  the 
fecietary  of  hate,  fnatched  the  crucifix  from 
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.him,  cart  it  on  the  ground,  and  trod  upon  it, 
and  committed  Horijh  to  prifon  for  fix  weeks.” 
[Theatre  of  Religion,  p.  117.3  “ The  fame  Sir 
Geoffry  Fenton  fet  a man  in  the  pillory  at  Pa- 
trick’s Church,  and  hung  a picture  of  jel'us  Qhrift 
about  his  neck  ; becaule  the  fellow  was  convid- 
ed  of  having  carried  it,  a little  time  before  at 
the  funeral  of  a dead  friend — ” [Ibid.  p.  119.! 

But  thefe  were  only  fummer  amufements,  and 
flights  of  fancy  of  the  lecretary  of  that  day.- — 
Horifh  was  a filly  fellow;  if  he  had  quietly 
fubmitted  to  the  hanging  and  quartering  of  his 
crucihx,  he  would  have  efcaped  incarceration  : 
and  the  zeal  which  didated  the  putting  a pic- 
ture in  the  pillory,  was  foon  to  exhibit  itfelf  in 
more  momentous,  temporal  confiderations — 

“ At  the  acceflion  of  king  James,  he  ordered 
a proclamation  to  be  publifhed,  Itridly  forbidding 
the  exercife  of  their  religion  to  his  Catholic 
fubjeds  of  Ireland  ; banifhing  their  clergy,  and  in- 
fliding  fevere  penalties  on  all  who  fhould  be  found 
to  harbour,  or  entertain  them  : and  he  enjoined 
the  Jirid  execution  of  a ftatute,  pretended  to 
have  been  palled  in  the  fecond  year  of  Eli- 
zabeth, in  the  Irifh  parliament,  forty  years  be- 
fore, though  it  was  then  for  the  firfi  time 
folemnly  publifhed— -By  this  ad,  all  Catholicks 
are  obliged  to  affift  at  the  Proteftant  church  fer - 
vice  every  Sunday  and  holiday,  on  the  penalty 
of  twelve-pence;  and,  of  what  was  infinitely 
grievous,  the  cenfures  of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts 
for  each  default — The  Irilh,  fays  Dodor  Heylin, 
were  obliged  under  fevere  penalties  to  be  prefent 
at  the  reading  of  the  Englilh  Liturgy,  which  they 
underftood  no  more  than  they  did  the  Mafs,  by 
which  they  were  kept  in  continual  ignorance  of 
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the  do&rines  and  devotions  of  the  ellablifhed 
church : and  were  furniihed  with  an  argument 
againll  the  reformers,  for  having  the  divine  fer- 
vice  celebrated  in  a language  which  the  people 

did  not  undeftand. There  w as  another  extreme 

tyranny  in  this  flatute,  which  enacted,  that  Ro- 
man Catholicks  of  condition,  under  the  title  of 
inquifitors,  fhould  be  particularly  appointed  by 
the  Hate,  to  watch  and  inform  again/I  thofe  of  their 
own  communion , who  did  not  frequent  the  Protef- 
tant  churches  upon  their  appointed  days: 
which,  w'hen  they  neglected,  or  refufed  to  do, 
they  were  grievoujly  fined , and  condemned  to  a 
long , and  irkfome  imprisonment  [Corry’s  Hiftory, 
Vol.  I.  p.  74-] 

“ In  the  government  of  Sir  Arthur  Chichef- 
ter,  James  ill.  lent  inlhuflions  to  the  Hate,  for 
adminillering  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  the 
Catholic  Lawyers  and  jullices  of  the  peace ; 
and  for  putting  in  ftritt  execution  the  lawrs  againll 
Pa  pills. — Harris’s  Hiltory  of  Dublin  relates,  that 
of  fixteen  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Dublin,  fum- 
moned  before  the  privy  council  for  popery,  nine 
were  ceniured  in  the  liar  chamber,  and  fix  of  the 
aldermen  were  fined  each  in  one  hundred  pounds; 
and  the  remaining  three,  in  fifty  pounds  each— and 
they  were  all  committed  prifoners  to  the  callle  : — 
On  this  occafion,  all  the  old  Englilh  Catholic 
families  of  the  pale,  took  the  alarm,  and  boldly 
remonflrated  againll  the  feverity  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings— They  denied  the  legality  of  the  fen- 
tence  ; and  faid  the  penalties  levied  were  uncon- 
llitutionai  : but  though  their  petition  w'as  prefent- 
ed  to  the  privy  council,  attended  by  an  immenfe 
concourfe  of  people,  the  petitioners  wTere  inllantly 
committed  to  prifon  in  the  Callle  of  Dublin, 
and  Sir  Patrick  Barnwall,  their  agent,  was  tranf 
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mitted  in  cujlody  into  England”  Corry’s  Hiftory, 
p.  76. 

You  will  obferve,  here,  gentlemen,  that  thefe 
infringements  upon  the  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
liberty  of  perfon,  upon  the  domeftic,  and  fpi- 
ritual  peace  of  the  whole  Catholick  body , was  at 
a period  when  the  kingdom  was  in  profound 
tranquillity  ; after  Tyrone  had  been  in  London, 
made  his  peace  with  James,  and  was  returned 
to  the  North  ; and  that  for  thefe  ftrange,  impo- 
litic, and  tyrannical  feverities  there  was  no  caufe 
affigned,  no  colour  of  pretence  fuggefted  by  the 
government,  but  the  abftraft,  ridiculous  motive, 
of  Proteilant  fanaticifm  ! — 

Severe,  and  unprovoked  as  this  treatment  of 
the  Catholic  laity  was,  amid  [according  to  Sir 
John  Davis]  “ the  mofi  calm , and  mojl  univer- 
sal peace  that  was  ever  known  in  Ireland ,”  the 
cruel  ufage  of  the  clergy  was  Hill  more  rigorous: 

To  omit  many  inltances,  I fhall  trouble  you 

with  the  cafe  of  the  Rev . Robert  Lawler , who 
was  imprifoned,  and  condemned  for  exercifing 
the  function  of  a Roman  Catholic  Priejl : [See  Sir 
John  Davis’s  Report,  from  p.  84  to  96.]  In 
order  to  remove  every  fufpicion  of  his  main- 
taining, or  teaching  any  feditious  do&rines, 
Mr.  Lawler  made  the  following  confeffion  before 
the  Lord  Deputy,  the  privy  council,  and  [in 
Davis’s  words]  “ all  the  principal  gentlemen, 
both  of  the  pale,  and  of  the  provinces,  whom 
the  name  and  reputation  of  the  man , and  the  nature 
of  the  caule,  had  drawn  to  the  hearing  of  the 
matter — ” That  <c  he  did  acknowledge  his  fove- 
reign  king  James  to  be  his  lawful  chief,  and 
fupreme  governor,  in  caufes  as  well  ecclefiafti- 
cal,  as  civil ; and  that  neither  the  Pope,  nor  any 
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other  foreign  prelate,  or  potentate,  had  power 
to  controul  the  king  in  any  caufes  ecclefialtical, 
or  civil,  within  that  kingdom,  or  in  any  other 
of  his  majefty’s  dominions—”  yet  this  extreme 
condefcenfion  could  not  fhield  him  from  condem- 
nation. 

“ In  July  1612,  Doftor  Connor  O’Duan,  Titular 
Bifhop  of  Down  and  Connor,  was  for  the  fame 
offence  committed  to  the  Caftle  of  Dublin,  where 
he  was  confined  in  drift  conftraint  for  four 
years : at  lad;  he  contrived  to  efcape  from  his 
prifon  ; but  was  immediately  retaken,  and 
hanged,  drawrn,  and  quartered  on  the  ift  Fe- 
bruary, 1616 There  fuffered  with  him,  alfo, 

Doftor  Bryan  Carrigan,  chaplain  to  the  Bifhop, 
and  twopriefts,  Donoughoe  Mac  Reddy,  and  John 

Lune.”  [Theatre  of  Relig.  p.  578.3 But  the 

zeal  of  the  Lords  Deputies,  and  particularly  of 
Sir  Arthur  Chichefler,  was  fo  intemperate  and 
exceffive  as  would  fwell  my  pamphlet  into  a large 
volume,  to  illuftrate,  by  all  the  injlances  which 
occur  from  the  written  evidences  of  the  times  : 
and  the  king  and  council  in  England  often  found 
it  necelfary  to  relhain  it — [See  Def.  Curiof, 
Eliber.  Vol.  I.  throughout]. 

Thefe  frightful  feverities  not  having  produced 
the  intended  effeft,  “ a new  infurreftion,  and 
confequently  new  forfeitures  another  expedi- 
ent was  adopted  by  Secretary  Cecil , viz.  “ Pri- 
vate information  of  an  intended  confpiracy  of 
the  Irijh , by  means  of  an  anonymous  letter — 

“ Cecil,  [fays  Mr.  Dodd  in  his  effay  relpefting 
Tyrone’s  TreafonsJ  was  an  adept  in  framing  fic- 
titious plots,  and  has  left  inftruftions  behind  him 
to  fucceeding  minifters,  when  and  how  to  make 
ule  of  them  againft  Catholicks.  The  original  of 
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thefe  inftru&ions,  in  Cecil's  own  hand-writing , was 
formerly  in  the  poffeflion  of  Lord  Prefident  Brad* 
fhaw,  who  tried  the  King  : by  whom  it  was  given 
to  Sit  William  Percival,  who  died  in  1697,  anc* 
left  it  among  other  papers  of  remarks  upon  the 
times— 51  [Ecclelialt.  Hitt.  Vol.  III.  p.  196] 
And  the  traditional  account  of  this  forged  con * 
j piracy  of  the  laft  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  other 
Catholicks,  which  ended  in  their  utter  deftruPtion , 
is  thus  detailed  by  Dodor  Anderfon,  in  his  book 
entitled  “ Royal  Genealogies,”  p.  786.—“  Art- 
ful Cecil  employed  one  St.  Lawrence  to  en- 
trap the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  Lord  Tyrconnel, 
Lord  Delvin,  and  other  Gatholick  Irifh  chiefs* 
into  a fham  plot,  which  had  no  evidence  but 
his  : But  thefe  unhappy  noblemen  being  bafely 
informed  that  witneffes  were  to  be  hired  againft 
them,  foolilhly  fled  from  Dublin,  and  thus  taking 
guilt  upon  them,  they  were  declared  Rebels , and 
fix  entire  counties  in  Ulfter  were  at  once  forfeited 
to  the  Crown,  which  was  what  their  greedy 
enemies  wanted-—”  With  regard  to  the  fate 
of  Tyrone,  Borlace  relates  in  his  “ Redu&ion 
of  Ireland,  p.  184,”  “ The  Earl  of  Tyrone  fled 
privately  into  Normandy,  thence  to  Flanders, 
and  *finally  to  Rome ; where  he  became  blind, 
exifted  on  contributions,  and  expired  in  1618 — 
His  fon  was  foon  after  found  ft r angled  in  his  bedy 
and  fo  ended  his  race- — ” 

Do&or  Corry  acquaints  us,  Voh  L p.  89* 
u That  Knox,  a Scotch  puritan  and  Bilhop  of 
Raphoe,  bad  informed  Lord  Belfafl,  the  Deputy, 
that  the  only  fare  means  of  extirpating  Popery  out 
of  Ireland , was  by  the  death , or  baaifhment  of  the 
perfom , and  by  the  conff cation  of  the  proper  aes 
of  Papifis For  this  purpofe  fcveral  new  Bo- 

roughs were  created  haftily  in  Munfter  and 
\ F 2 Conaught ; 
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Conaught ; fonie,  and  thofe  not  a few,  even  and 

the  writs  had  been  ilfued. — ” And  Sir  John 

Davis  lays,  “ the  new  boroughs  were  forty — ” 

Now  this  very  principle,  and  advice  of  the 
bifhop  of  Raphoe  to  Chichefter,  for  “ extermi- 
nating Popery  out  of  Ireland , by  the  death  of  the 
perfons , and  the  conffcation  of  the  property  of  Pa- 
piftsf  illulirates,  of  itfelf,  the pofition  which  for 
fome  pages  I have  been  endeavouring  to  afcer- 
tain,  viz.  that  the  piofelfors  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Faith,  redding  quietly  upon  their  eftates, 
or  induftrioully  purfuing  their  callings,  and 
occupations,  have  fuftained  a conftant , rigorous , and 
unremitting  perfection,  from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
to  the  year  1779 — and  how  rapidly  the  kingdom 
has  flourifhed  in  confequence  of  even  the  partial 
relaxation  of  penal  laws  which  commenced  at  that 
period,  he  who  runs  may  read  : — Their  fair  and 
entire  emancipation  is  now  only  wanting  to  con- 
vert it  into  the  molt  opulent,  and  molt  happy 

kingdom  in  Europe. For  you  will  alfo  ob- 

ferve,  gentlemen,  that  the  very  means  invented 
to  deltroy  the  Catholicks,  has  turned  out,  by  a 
lignal  intervention  of  Providence,  the  greateft 
curie  of  the  Protefants  of  the  kingdom  at  this 
hour,  and  the  heavy  grievance  againlt  which  the 

Proteftants  themfeives  now  exclaim. Thefe 

rotten,  clofe  boroughs  was  a trap  laid  by  Cecil  to 
exclude  the  Catholic  natives  of  Ireland  from 
reprefentation  and  protection  : and  they  now  ope- 
rate to  the  exclulion  of  the  real  reprefentation 
of  the  Protellants  themfeives,  as  well  as  of  theb 
Catholic  Daves. 

Do&or  Leland  writes,  vol.  II.  page  443,  cc  That 
thel’e  new7  boroughs  being  molt  of  them  in  con- 
fide table,  and  too  poor  to  afford  wages  to  their 

reprefentatrves. 
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reprefentatives,  mu  ft  have  been  entirely  influenced 
by  government,  and  have  returned  only  its  crea- 
tures and  immediate  dependants : And  accord- 
ingly they  were  repj'efented  by  attorneys'  clerks , and 
the  fervants  of  the  lord  deputy — ” And  the  king 
himfelf  was  afterwards  fo  convinced,  and 
afhamed  of  this  notorious  violation  of  the  con- 
fiitution,  that  “ His  Majefty  foon  after  fent  in- 
ftru&ions  to  the  Deputy,  Chichelter,  that  the  bur- 
gefles  returned  upon  the  new  charters  from  Tal- 
lagh,  Lifmore,  Belfaft,  Carlow,  Fethard,  Augher, 
Charlemont,  Clonakilty,  Kildare,  Cavan,  Clogher, 
Athlone,  and  Gowran,  being  falfely  returned, 
fliould  forbear  to  fit  in  that  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment.— ” [Deflder.  Curiof,  Hiber.  vol.  I.  page 

325-l 

Y et  thus  purfued  as  the  Catholicks  were,  for 
their  lives  and  lands,  they  boldly  ventured  to 
prefent  a petition  to  the  King  upon  this  occafion , in 
which  thofe  Papifts,  who  are  now  held,  in  fome 
Northern  counties,  as  incapable  of  any  principle 
of  liberty , and  incompetent  to  the  polfeflion  of 
arms  or  freehold,  dared  to  fay  to  James  I.  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  rotten  boroughs,  “ That  the  ma- 
naging ele&ions  for  parliament,  had  generally 
bred  fo  grievous  an  apprehenfion,  as  is  not  in 
their  power  to  exprefs,  ariflng  from  a fearful  fuf- 
picion,  that  the  projed  of  eretlin?  fo  many  corpo- 
rations in  places  that  fcarcely  pafs  the  rank  of  the  poor 
villages  of  the  poorefi  county  in  Chrifendom , do  tend 
to  nought  elfe  but  that  by  the  voices  of  a few , 
feleded  for  that  purpofe  under  the  name  of  burgejfes , 
extreme  penal  laws  fhould  be  impofed  on  his 
majefty’s  fubje&s” — [Remonftrance  of  the  lords 
of  the  . ale — Curiof.  Hib.  voh  I.  page  160] 
more  found,  reafonable  and  conftitutioua  lan- 
guage ever  has  been  uttered  fmee  upon  the 
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fubjeft  of  parliamentary  reform. This  re- 

monltrance  was  carried  to  London  by  lord  Fer- 
moy,  lord  Killeen,  lord  Delvin,  Sir  Patrick 
Barn  wall,  and  their  two  agents,  Mr,  Luttrell, 
and  Mr.  Talbot ; but  they  were  difmiffed  and 
infulted,  by  a quaint  and  evafive  reply  from  the 
King,  That  as  Papifts,  they  were  but  half 
fubjeds,  and  therefore  Ihovild  have  but  half 
privileges.  It  was  never  before  heard,  [faid  James 
to  thefe  agents]  that  any  good  fubje&s  did  dis- 
pute the  King’s  power — what  is  it  to  you,  whether 
I make  many  or  few  boroughs  ? — My  council 
may  eonlider  the  fitnefs,  if  I require  it;  but 
what  if  I had  created  forty  noblemen,  and  four 
hundred  boroughs  ? — The  more  the  merrier,  the 
fewer  the  better  cheer. — [Delid.  Curiof.  Hiber. 
vol.  I.  page  1 20]  And  he  immediately  committed 
their  two  agents,  Mr.  Talbot  and  Mr.  Luttrell, 
one  to  the  Towner  and  the  other  to  the  Fleet 
prifon. — Talbot  remained  a long  time  imprifoned 
in  the  Tower,  and  was  compelled  to  pay  a fine  of 
ten  thoufand pounds,  [Iceland’s  Ireland,  vol.  II.  page 
451 — and  Defid.  Hib.  vol,  L page  321].  A 
fevere  punilhment,  and  a heavy  fine,  inflicted 
upon  Roman  Catholicks,  becaufe  they  attempted 
to  vindicate  the  conftitution  ! — No  wonder  that 
the  Catholic  body  of  Ireland  foon  after  became 
firft  broken-hearted,  and  finally,  defperate  1 

This  new  parliament,  thus  conftituted,  in- 
ftantly  proceeded  to  the  enabling  additional 
penal  ftatutes,  under  the  direction  of  Lord  De- 
puty Chichefter.  It  appears  that  at  the  end  of 
the  feffion  *c  Eight  Roman  Catholicks  who  had 
been  excommunicated  by  the  archbifihop  of  Dublin  for 
Popery , and  imprifoned , were  releafed  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  Parliament ; fome  faid  by  the  me- 
diation ex  bribes,  but  their  joy  was  fhort-Iived, 

and 
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and  their  releafe  was  rather  an  aggravation  of  their 
puniffiment  : for , without  any  other  pretext  but  per- 
feverance  in  their  religion,  the  Archbifhop  im- 
mediately excommunicated  them  a fecond  time, 
on  which  they  wTere  again  fent  back  to  their  long, 
and  loathfome  confinement."  [Anale£t  Sacra,  page 
34]  But,  indeed,  nothing  could  exceed  the  tyranny, 
rapacity,  and  perfecution  of  the  Spiritual  Courts 
at  this  time,  exercifed  againft  the  Catholicks.— 
Bifhop  Burnet  in  his  life  of  the  eKcellent  Dr. 
Bedel,  biihop  of  Kilmore,  has  left  us  a very 
lhocking  delineation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  difci- 
pline  in  Ireland— “ Thefe  courts,  fays  his  Lord- 
ffiip,  were  managed  by  a Chancellor  who  bought 
his  place,  and  fo  made  of  it  all  the  profits  he 
could  ; and  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  courts 
feemed  to  be  nothing  but  oppreffion  and  ex- 
tortion.— The  folemneft  and  facredeft  of  all 
church  cenfures,  which  is  excommunication* 
went  about  in  fo  fordid  and  bafe  a manner,  that 
all  regard  to  it  as  a fpiritual  cenfure,  was  loft ; 
and  it  was  cried  out  upon  as  an  intolerable  tyran- 
ny.— The  officers  of  thefe  courts  thought  they  had 
aright  to  opprefs  the  natives ; and  that  all  was 

well-got  that  was  wrung  from  them ” [Life 

of  Bedel,  page  37]. 

Imprifonments  on  account  of  popery  were 
then  fo  frequent,  and  grievous,  as  to  even  alarm 
the  Commons,  who  addreffed  Chichefter,  " That 
his  lordffiip  would  be  pleafed  to  releafe  from 
prifon  all  thofe  who  lay  in  it  upon  account 
of  excommunications”  [Commons’  journals,  Voh 
I.]  But  Chichefter,  and  his  fucceuor  Sir  Oliver 
St.  John,  wTere  both  in  themfelves,  Proteftant 
bigots,  and  had  a confolation  of  confidence  in 
executing  the  penal  ftatutes  againft  popery — Dodor 
Ltland  fays,  “ Sir  Oliver  St.  John  fil  med  \o 
be  a duated  with  a peculiar  zeal  againft  popery^’ 
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[Vol.  I.  p.  561.]  and  Curry,  on  the  authority  of 
Carte  and  the  Anale&a  Sacra,  relates  [Vol.  I.  p. 
102. ] “ That  Sir  Oliver  St.  John  on  coming  over 
from  England  as  Lord  Deputy,  did  put  the 
ftatute  of  the  fecond  of  Elizabeth,  and  all  other 
penal Jlatutes  into  Jhid  execution  : for  at  his  entering 
on  the  government,  he  did  indeed  proceed  with 
rigour,  and  cauled  prefentments  to  be  made  of  all 
fuch  papifts  as  negledled  attending  church,  in  the 
difierent  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  effeOs  of  this 
rigour  were  difmal,  and  extenfive  ; the  treafures 
of  the  rich  were  thereby  foon  exhaufted,  and  the 
poor  not  being  able  to  pay  this  tax  upon  their 
confciences,  every  w'here  fled  into  dens 
and  caverns,  from  the  cruel  collectors  of  it, 
whither  they  were  fometimes  purfued  by  bloodhounds , 
fet  on,  and  followed  by  a ftieriff  and  a polfe  of 
difbandedfoldiers, equally  furious,  and  umelenting. 
Mr.  Rooth,  a cotemporary  writer,  informs  us,  that 
in  the  indigent  county  of  Cavan  alone,  not  lefs  a 
fum  than  eight  thoufand  pounds  was  levied  in 
one  year,  by  means  of  this  tax  upon  Catholics , for 
not  attending  church  fervice  : Excommunication, 
and  ecclefiaftical  cenfures  on  the  fame  account 
were  feverely  executed  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Thole  who  lay  under  them  were  con- 
flantly  thrown  into  gaols,  when  found  abroad  ; 
and  great  numbers  of  merchants  and  artificers, 
being  thus  confined  at  home,  and  hindered  to 
tranfaCt  bufmefs  publickly,  and  in  the  way  of 
open  commerce,  were  fuddenly  reduced  to  po- 
verty and  diflrefs— Even  their  dead  bodies  did 
not  efcape  the  cruelty  of  thefe  cenfureis ; for  if 
they  happened  to  die,  while  they  lay  under  them, 
they  were  denied  chrillian  burial,  and  their 
corpfes  thrown  into  holes  dug  in  the  highways, 
with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  :hat  could  be 

devifea. 
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devifed,  and  inflidled  by  their  cruel  and  bigotted 
judges — ” 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  was  in  a period  of  pro- 
found peace  ; and  while  the  Catholics  were 
cheerfully  and  unrepiningly  paying  heavy  taxes 
of  another  defcription,  that  additional  revenue 
was  thus  extorted,  by  taxing  men’s  consciences, 
levying  money  upon  their  faith  and  their  do- 
meftic  comforts  ; mental  tranquillity,  and  pecu- 
niary credit,  was  thus  wantonly  broken  in  upon, 
fported  with,  and  defolated 

Thefe  are  fads  of  perfecution  on  the  foie 
account  of  religious  opinion,  of  which  I know 
the  Proteftants  are  not  in  polfelfion ; and  it  is  an 
odious,  and  difgufting  fubjedt  to  dwell  upon, 
or  revive  ; but  the  detail  of  them  accomplices  two 
falutary  purpofes ; it  exhibits  throughout,  the  fteady 
and  uniform  attachment  of  the  Catholics  to  liberty , 
and  a free  conftitution  ; and  it  teflifies  that  the 
Catholic  body  of  Ireland  were  never  caufelefsly, 
nor  wantonly,  turbulent,  or  cruel,  but  that  ever 
Since  the  Reformation,  they  have  been  the  vidtims 
of  fuch  religious  perfecution,  and  civil  devaflation , 
as  almost  to  juftify,  but  certainly  to  extenuate 
the  dreadful,  enfuing  period  of  1641. 

While  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  TJlfter  were 
ffript  of  their  polfeflions,  for  crimes  wThich  w7ere 
either  never  committed,  or  were  formerly  par- 
doned, another  defign  was  fe£  on  foot  to  feize 
the  eftates  of  the  natives  in  the  other  provinces , 
under  the  pretext  of  a judicial  enquiry  into  defective 
titles  ; I Shall,  therefore,  trouble  you  with  a brief 
detail  of  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  exercifed 
upon  the  unoffending  and  projlrate  Roman  Catholic , 
in  the  profecution  of  this  Englijh  meafure,  by  the 

Deputies 
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Deputies,  and  others- in  authority,  fent  over  from 
England  by  James,  and  Charles  I. 

This  enquiry  caufed  a general  alarm  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  inafmuch  as  no  title 
of  lineal  defeent,  or  of  long  poffeftion,  nor  even 
letters  patent,  could  fecure  the  proprietors  againft 
the  predatory  attempts  of  thofe  who  profecuted 
in  the  name  of  the  king . The  enquiry  was  rigoroufly 
purfued  by  Chichefter — “ The  Star-chamber 
is  the  proper  court  to  punifh  jurors  who  will 
not  find  for  the  king,”  fays  the  deputy  himfelf  in 
a letter  to  England — [See  Chichefter’s  Anfwer 
Ddiderat.  Hib.  Vol.  I.  p.  262] — And  this  deputy 
confefles,  [fame  Volume  p.  263.J  “ That  the 
jufticesol  Ailize  for  the  fpace  of  two,  or  three 
years  pad,  had  bound  over  divers  juries  to  the 
Star-chamber,  for  their  refufing  to  prefent  papijis, 
upon  the  teftimony  of  witnelfes,  that  they  did  not 
attend  the  eftablifhed  church,  according  to  the  law> 
all  which  jurors  have  been  punijhed  in  the  Star- 

chamber,  by  fine , and  imprifomnent ” and  he 

then  adds,  “ It  is  true  that  thefe  jurors  condemned 
in  the  Star-chamber , had  no  Council  allowed 
them.- ” [Delider.  Hib.  page  265J 

As  a further  il  lull  ration  of  the  unconfiitutional 
violence  ufed  upon  the  perfons  and  fortunes  of 
jurors,  to  extort  verdidls  from  them  againft  the  Ca- 
tholicks,  I fhall  prefent  you  with  the  following 
mofi  fingular  pqjfage ; whether  we  contemplate  it 
as  an  evidence  of  intolerable  defpotifm,  or  as 
coming  from  the  quarter  wrhence  it  iffues — —~The 
Report  of  the  king's  commijfioners , as  given  in  the 
Deliderata  Curiofa  Hibernica,  VoL  I.  p.  379, 
has  thefe  words — — c£  In  this  enquiry  into  defec- 
tive titles,  the  utmoft  violence  w as  ufed  to  the 
jurors,  as  wras  before  obferved  by  us,  to  oblige 

them 
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them  to  find  a title  in  the  king  to  whatever  lands 
they  pitched  upon.  Thus,  in  the  year  1 6 1 i,upon 
the  feizure,  by  the  Lord  Deputy,  of  the  County 
of  Wexford,  when  upon  a commiflion  to  en- 
quire into  his  majefly’s  title  to  that  count)?, 
the  jury  offered  their  verdift  of  ignoramus  to 
the  king’s  title,  their  verditt  was  refufed  to  be 
accepted , and  they  were  bound  over  to  appear 
in  the  Exchequer  Court,  where  five  of  them  hill 
refufing  to  find  a title  for  the  king,  they  were 
committed  to  prifon , and  were  after  fined  in  the 

Star-chamber  for  fuch  refufal — ” This  report 

comes  from  the  commiffioners  themfelves  !~ 

“ One  would  imagine,  [fays  Corry,  Vol.  I. 
p.  106]  that  fome  caufe  had  been  given  by  the 
Catholicks,  or  at  leaf!  pretended  by  their  ene- 
mies for  fuch  rigorous  and  continued  feverity ; 
but  nothing  of  that  kind  appears  to  have  been 
the  cafe ; although,  had  the  Irifh  been  difpofed 
to  rife,  it  is  certain  that  no  people  could  have 
a more  tempting  opportunity,  for,  according 
to  Carte,  in  his  life  of  Ormond,  King  James  never 
kept  up  a greater  force  in  Ireland  than  feventeen 
hundred  Foot,  and  two  hundred  Horfe  : yet  he  was 
all  this  time  changing  the  properties  of  lands, 
tranfplanting  the  old  inhabitants,  and  fettling 
colonies  of  firangers — ” <c  In  thefe  plantations, 
[even  Dodor  Lei  and  acknowledges,  Vol.  II.  p= 
4673  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  diftribute 
lands,  fcandaloufly  abufed  their  trujls  ; and  by 
fraud,  or  violence,  deprived  the  natives  of  thole 
poffeffions  which  the  King  had  referved  for  them  • 
— -There  are  not  wanting  proofs  of  the  mofc 
iniquitous  practices,  of  hardened  cruelty , of  vile 
perjury , and  fcandalous  fubornation , employed 
to  defpoil  the  equitable  and  unoffending 
proprietor,  of  his  inheritance — ” 


My 
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My  Proteftant  reader  will  here  call  to  mind, 
that  all  thefe  provocations  were  offered  to  “ equi- 
table and  unoffending  proprietors,”  near  half  a 
century  before  the  troubles  of  forty-one- — 

And  the  troubles  of  forty-one,  were 

CREATED  BY  A CONTINUATION  OF  SUCH  PERSE- 
CUTION, and  oppression.— We  are  informed 
by  Mr.  Carte,  in  his  firil  Vol.  p.  -50,  “ That  in  , 
the  perplexity  of  the  affairs  of  Charles  ill, 
the  Roman  Catholicks  of  Ireland  offered  to 
pay  conftantly  an  army  of  five  thoufand  foot, 
and  five  hundred  horfe,  for  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
provided  they  might  be  tolerated  in  the  exercile 
of  their  religion-— The  toleration  they  deft  red 
was  no  more  than  feme  refpite  from  the  oppref* 
lions  and  extortions  of  the  ecclefiaftical  Courts, 
and  to  have  rigorous  proceedings  againft  them 
in  thefe  Courts,  for  Religion,  fufpended — To 
be  releafed  from  thefe  exorbitant  flans  which 
they  were  compelled  to  pay  for  their  Chriftenings 
and  Marriages : And  in  particular,  to  have  the 
extravagant  furplice-fees  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy, 
and  the  unconftitutional  warrants  for  levying 
them,  abolifhed ” 

Now  it  is  very  lingular  to  learn,  from  the  moft 
authentic  documents  of  the  time,  the  fpecies ■ of 
GppreJftonS)  and  the  denominations  of  exadions  at 
this  time  fanclioned  by  the  ecclefiaftical  Courts, 
and  levied  upon  all  Catholicks  by  the  Proteftant 
Clergy,  as  complained  of  by  the  Catholicks  in  the 
above  offer  to  Charles  the  Firft 

In  the  Irifh  Commons’  Journals,  we  find  a 
Remonferance  to  the  King , [Commons.’  Journals, 
vol.  I.  page  258]  in  which  is  ftated  “ That  the 
Judges  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  courts  were  guilty  of 

barbarou 
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barbarous  and  unjujl  exadions , and  that  too,  for 
fuch  rights  and  cufloms  as  had  been  formerly  in  ufe 
with  the  Popifh  natives y but  had  long  fince  been 
condemned,  and  renounced  by  Proteflants,  viz. 
money  for  holy-water,  for  anointing,  mortuary- 
muttons,  Mary-gallons,  St.  Patrick’s  ridges,  foul- 

money,  and  the  like. — ” And  how  fhamefully, 

and  oppreffively  the  Proteflant  Biffiops  did  ex- 
pofe  their  religion  to  fale,  and  to  contempt,  in 
thofe  Ecclefiafical  courts , from  whofe  tyranny  the 
Catholicks  were  willing  to  purchafe  their  re- 
demption at  fo  dear  a rate  as  maintaining  an  ar- 
my of  five  thoufand  foot,  and  five  hundred 
horfe,  is  manifejled  by  bifhcp  Burnet , [Life  of  blfhop 
Bedel]  “ In  thefe  courts,”  lays  Burnet,  “ bribes 
went  about  barefaced,  and  the  exchange  they 
made  of  penance  for  money  was  the  worft  fort  of 
fimony. — ” And  in  the  above-mentioned  Remon- 
fir ance  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  Hands  recited, 
“ That  divers  complaints  had  been  referred  to 
them,  by  fundry  perfons  from  all  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  of  the  many  grievous  exa&ions,  pref- 
fures  and  vexatious  proceedings  of  fome  of  the 
Clergy  of  this  kingdom,  and  their  officers  and 
miniflers,  againft  the  laity,  and  efpecially  the 
poorer  fort , to  their  great  impoveriffiing,  and  the 
general  detriment  of  the  whole  kingdom — which 
it  was  conceived  by  the  unanimous,  votes  of  the 
Houfe,  after  many  debates  thereupon,  that  all  of 
them  were  very  great  and  enormous  grievances  ; 
and  fome  whereof  being  moft  exorbitant,  and 
barbarous,  they  we’re  of  opinion  ought  to  be 
quite  abolifhed. ’ 

But  let  us  now  inquire  what  was  the  event  of 
this  great  offer  of  the  Irifh  Catholicks  to 
Charles  I.  to  obtain  toleration  under  a 
Protestant  government — ? 

<c  Upon 
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“ ,TJpon  the  firft  tender  of  it  to  the  govern- 
ment, a protestation  againft  it  was  drawn  up 
by  Primate  Ufher,  and  fubfcribed  by  twelve  B>Jhops ; 
which  proteflation  was  folemnly  pronounced  by 
Dr.  Downham,  bifhopof  Derry,  in  Chrift-church, 
before  the  Deputy,  Privy  Council,  and  Parlia- 
ment ; upon  whom  it  had  fo  powerful  an  effe&, 
that  the  Catholicks’  offer  was  scornfully  re- 
jected, and  their  religion  scurrilously 
abused — ” [Dr.  Cony,  Vol.  I.  page  109 — and 
Sir  Edward  Walker’s  Hiftorical  Difcourfes, 
page  35 7>  folio—] 

And  Mr.  Bayie,  a foreigner,  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  Usher,  whofe  memoirs  he  relates  in 
his  Dictionary,  obferves  C£  That  upon  this  occa- 
sion theBifhopsof  Ireland  (his  French  expreffion 
is,  Primate  UJher  and  his  Suffragans)  proceeded 

UPON  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  MOST  EXTRAVA- 
GANT intolerance:  That  this  protestation 
was  not  founded  upon  maxims  of  flate,  but 
merely , and  folely  againjl  the  religions  worjkip  of  the 
church  of  Rome. — ” 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  learned  and  accom- 
plifhed  man  wrote  fo  little  under  the  influence 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  or  of  any  other  church, 
that  he  was  univerfally  impeached  of  fcepticifm 
and  infidelity. 

I would  now  have  done  with  the  ecclefiafiical 
portion  of  that  perfecution  which  has  been  in-* 
fliCted  upon  Irifh  Catholicks  fince  the  sera  of  the 
Reformation,  but  I cannot  find  in  my  heart,  tho’ 
fatigued  as  you  mujl  be,  both  with  me,  and  my 
quotations,  to  refill  making  you  as  fapient  as 
myfelf  regarding  the  nature  of  thefe  flrange  ex- 
tortions from  the  poor  Catholics,  by  the  Protejlant 
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clergy  of  thofe  days,  which  I have  juft  communi- 
cated to  you,  upon  the  authority  of  the  journals 
of  parliament — you  mull  know,  then,  you  here- 
tical diffenters  ! [for  John  Knox  himielf  fubfides 

into  AN  INDULGENT,  AND  MERCIFUL  QUAKER, 

when  brought  into  competition  with  thefe  ecclefi- 
afticks]  that — “ There  were  great  fums  of  money 
received  by  feveral  bifhops  of  this  kingdom,  for 
commutation  of  penance ; that  in  Conaught,  and 
elfewhere,  the  clergy  demanded  fixpence  per 
annum  of  every  couple,  Holy-water-clark — of 
every  man  who  dies  a muttue , lixpence  by  the 
way  of  anointing  money — from  a poor  man  that 
has  but  one  cow,  they  take  that  for  mortuary 
— from  one  who  is  better  able,  his  beft  garment 
for  mortuary — if  a woman,  her  beft  garment  for 
mortuary — a gallon  of  ale  from  every  brewing,  by 
the  name  of  mary-gallons — -—for  every  beef 
which  is  killed  at  the  funeral  of  any  man,  they 
demand  the  hide  and  the  tallow,  and  they  chal- 
lenged a quarter  beiides Sixpence  per  annum 

from  every  paiiftiioner  {ox foul-money- a ridge 

of  winter-corn,  and  a ridge  of  oats  for  every  plow, 
by  the  name  of  St.  Patrick's  ridges— The  tenth 
part  of  the  goods,  after  debts  are  paid,  for 
portion-cannons , &c.  &c. — [Remonftrance  of  the 
Commons — See  Commons  Journals,  Vol.  I p. 
261.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  I have  put  you  in  poffeffion 
of  the  arcanum  of  anointing-money,  mortuary, 
mary-gallons,  foul-money,  and  St.  Patrick's 
ridges  , vrhich  you  never  knew  before,  I am  fure  ; 
a nd  of  itfelf  it  is  wTorth  the  price  of  the  book — fo 
buy  me  not,  grudgingly — 

lam  aware,  it  may  be  retorted  that  thefe  im- 
pofitions  were  learned  from  the  Catholic  clergy 

themfelves 
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themfelves  of  darker  times  : But  that  were  only  to 
aggravate  the  guilt  of  the  Reformed  clergy,  who 
protefled  againft  im  portions,  which, when  they  ob- 
tained power,  they  inftantly  put  in  practice; 
adopting  and  exercifing  the  oppreffions  which 
they  had  abjured. 

If  the  Catholic  clergy  had  an  undue  influence, 
I believe  that  influence  is  nearly  verging  to  its 
dole.*— hrough  Europe  thofe  ambitious  wings 
are  dipt,  by  which  the  fpiritual  order  loared  to 
the  dominations  t£  of  the  kingdom  which  is  of  this 

world- ” But  God  forbid,  their  influence 

fhouid  ever  fo  far  decline,  as  to  render  impotent 
their  Spiritual  comforts,  and  exhortations;  and 
defeat  the  labours  and  the  example  of  learning, 
meeknefs,  experience,  difintereflednels,  charity, 
and  chriftian  zeal. 

And  if  thefe  unfortunate  Catholicks,  Cc  efpecially 
the  poorer  fort”  as  Hated  in  the  Commons’  Re- 
monft ranee,  did  pay  thefe  levies  to  their  own  cler- 
gy, the  hardfhip  and  persecution  only  became  the 
heavier,  of  being  compelled  to  difburfe  them  a 
Second  time,  to  a clergy  who  were  not  their 
own  : in  either  way  it  argues  againil  the  Pro- 
teftant  tyranny. 

But  though  they  w^ere  taxed  for  fuppofed  fu- 
perllitions,  they  were  totally  precluded  from  the 

exercife  of  their  devotions. Mr.  Hammon 

L’Eftrange  relates,  [and  with  triumph,  for  he  was 
himfelf  a perfecutor — fee  Harris’s  Ficlion  Un- 
mafked,  page  99,  Dub.  Edit.J  “ That  on  St. 
Stephen’s-day,  1629,  while  the  Lords  Juftices 
were  at  Chrift-cburch  in  Dublin,  the  Papifts  were 
celebrating  Mafs  in  Cook-ftreet  ; which  their 
Lordlhips  taking  notice  of,  they  Sent  the  Arch- 
bishop 
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BtsHOP  with  a file  of  Mufketeers,  and  the  Mayof, 
Sheriffs,  and  Recorder  of  the  city*  to  appre- 
hend them  ; which  they  did,  pulling  down  the 
crucifixes  and  paraments  of  the  altar ; the  fol- 
diers  hewTed  down  the  image  of  St.  Francis  ; and 
the  Frieds  and  Francifcan  Friars  were  delivered 
prifoners  into  the  hands  of  the  purfuivants ; but 
the  people  threw  flones,  and  refcued  them. — The 
Lords  Juflices  being  informed  of  this,  fent  the 
guards,  and  delivered  them;  and  immediately 
clapt  eight  Popifh  aldermen  by  the  heels,  for  not 
aflifting  their  mayor.  On  this  account,  fifteen 
chapels  were  feized  to  tne  King’s  ufe;  and  the 
Prieits  and  Friars  were  fo  persecuted,  that  (adds 
L’Eftrange  with  Seeming  fatisfa&ion)  “ two  of 
them  hanged  themfelves  in  their  own  defence — ” 
— But  I think  it  much  more  probable  that  they 
were  privately  executed. 

Now,  certainly,  that  a Catholic  populace 
fhould  refcue  their  teachers  in  Such  an  exigency, 
or  that  eight  refpe&able  aldermen  of  Dublin 
fhould  not  chufe  to  hunt  in  couples,  with  their 
mayor,  and  go  a priest-catching,  does  not 
excite  any  very  forcible  idea  of  criminality : 
But  that  a Proteftant  archbifhop,  with  a profane, 
lewd,  and  armed  Soldiery  at  the  tail  of  his  Sacer- 
dotal habit,  fhould  interrupt,  and  villify  the  ado- 
ration of  the  Same  God  in  which  he  had,  himSelf,. 
a moment  before,  partaken  ! And  fhould  im- 
prifon,  and  perfecute  to  defpair  and  to  death,  two 
of  thepriefthoodof  the  Same  Chrift  JeSus,  of  whofe 
order  he  himfelf  was!  Ohmonftrous — ! — !- — ! — — 
Let  us  hear  no  more  of  the  Smithfields  of  bifhop 
Bonner,  and  the  bigotry  of  Mary  Tudor ! — 

This  persecution  was  afterwards  extended  all 
over  the  kingdom. — “ The  Englifh  Council 
G acquainted 
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acquainted  the  Juffices  of  Ireland  on  that  occa- 
sion, that  his  majefty  in  perfon  was  pleafed, 
openly,  and  in  a moft  gracious  manner  to  ap- 
prove and  commend  their  ability,  and  good 
Service  ; whereby  they  might  be  fufficiently 
encouraged  to  go  on,  till  the  work  was  fully 
done  as  well  in  the  city  as  in  all  other  places  of 
the  kingdom,  leaving  to  their  difcretion , when, 
and  where,  to  carry  a fofter,  or  harder  hand — ” 
[See  Serinia  Sacra,  article  lid.  of  Eliz.  Statute] 
— This  was  effectually  following  up  the  advice 
given  to  Chicheffer,  by  Knox,  Bifhop  ofRaphoe — 

But  to  keep  in  view,  for  a few  paragraphs 
more,  thisoppreffiveand  heavy  levy,  of  one  Shilling 
per  head  on  all  Catholicks  omitting  to  attend 
the  effabliShed  Church  on  Sundays,  and  all 
holidays — 

Lord  Strafford  and  the  privy  council  inform 
the  King  [Strafford’s  State  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p. 
7 6.]  “ That  it  was  impoffible  to  improve  the 

revenue,  fave  only  by  impofing  the  twelve-pence 
a Sunday  upon  the  Recufants”  [that  was  thofe 
refilling  to  attend  divine  fervice].  And  we  Sind 
this  propofal  was  readily  agreed  to  by  the 
King.  And  Doctor  Leland  fays,  [Vol.  III.  p. 
26]  cc  Bilhop  Bedel  had  united  with  all  the 
inhabitants  of  his  diocefs,  in  a petition  to  the 
late  Lords  Juffices,  reprefenting  the  new  contri- 
bution as  irregularly  obtained,  and  opprefiively 
levied — The  prefent  Lords  Justices  advifed,  [he 
ought  to  have  faid  Lord  Deputy,  for  Strafford 
had  been  in  the  government  for  near  a year 
before]  that  the  Recufants  Should  be  Jlriftly 
prefent cd  by  juries,  and  the  weekly  Sines  im- 
posed for  their  abfence  from  the  effabliShed 
worihip,  as  a means  of  providing  for  the  army 

Which 
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Which  was  levying  a tax  upon  their  religion, 
for  the  providing  for  an  army,  which  army  was 
to  be  ufed  by  arch-bifhops  and  lord-mayors 
as  an  inftrument  of  deftru&ion  of  the  chapels, 

and  prieft-hood  of  that  very'  Religion  ! 

Could  Domitiam  have  invented  more  ingenious 
tyranny — ?— 

In  July,  1633,  Lord  Wentworth  landed  in 
Dublin ; and  very  fhortly  after,  in  a letter  to 
archbiffiop  Laud,  he  conteffes  that  “ The  duties 
had  from  the  Irifh.  were  rather,  indeed,  violent 
takings,  ravifhments  of  the  poor,  than  the  modell, 
quiet  levies  of  a pious  and  chriftian  King — ” 
[State  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  19.] 

“ I fhall  labour,  he  continues,  to  make  as 
many  captains  and  officers,  burgelfes  in  this 
parliament,  as  I poffibly  can  ; who  having  im- 
mediate dependence  on  the  Crown,  may  fway 
the  bufinefs  of  the  two  parties  which  way  I 
pleafe — ” Thefe  two  parties  were  the  Protef- 
tants  and  Recufants — Wentworth’s  objeft  was 
to  procure  pay  for  the  army  ; the  Catholicks 
were  fatisfied  it  fhould  be  railed  by  a general 
tax;  but  the  Proteftants  inhfted  upon  having  it 
levied  entirely  and  folely  upon  the  Catholicks, 
by  the  tax  upon  their  religion , according  to  the 
ftatute  of  the  lid.  of  Elizabeth — 

Wentworth  accordingly  was  very  fedulous 
and  a£live  in  procuring  returns  of  his  captains 
and  officers,  at  the  enfuing  parliament  ; and  to 
the  exclufion  of  Catholick  1 etui  ns- — Mr.  Carte, 
in  his  Life  of  Ormond,  relates  “ That  a Catho- 
lick was  a Candidate  for  the  City  of  Dublin  in 
oppofition  to  a Mr.  Cataline,  fupported  by  the 
Qaille — The  Sheriff  made  a return  contrary  to 

the 
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the  wifh  of  the  Court;  and  was  immediately 
fummoned  by  Wentworth  to  the  Star  chamber, 
where  he  fined  him  in  200I.  and  presently  in  500I. 
more,  for  his  refufmg  to  fet  his  hand  to  a part  ofhis 
examination,  which  was  to  difable  him  from 
ever  bearing  that  office  in  the  city.”  “ Which,  adds 
his  Lordfhip,  wrought  fo  good  an  effed,  as  giving 
prefent  order  for  a new  Jheriff,  and  going  to  a 
new  election  next  day,  Cataline  and  Barry 

another  Proteftant  were  chofen — ” [Carte’s 

Ormond,  Vol.  I.  p.  270.] 

There  is  a curious  paffage  refpeding  this 
parliament,  illuffrative  of  the  ufe  which  Great 
Britain  uniformly  made  of  our  unhappy  and 
fatal  divisions — [State  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  331. 
Wentworth  writes  to  the  Englifh  Council]  “ In 
this  parliament  the  parties  were  in  a manner 
equal ; lome  few  odds  on  the  Proteftant  fide ; 
and  one  watching  the  other,  left  their  fellow 
fhould  rob  them ; an  emulation  well  fomented  be - 
fore  hand — ” And  an  emulation  well  underftood 
by  Archbifhop  Boulter  near  a century  after. 
■ — —The  worft  of  this  affair,  fays  he,  is  that  it 
unites  Papifts  and  Proteftants  ; and  if  that  recon- 
ciliation takes  place,  farewell  to  Englifh  influence 
in  this  country — ” [Boulter’s  Letters  ] 

About  this  time,  Wentworth  acquainted  his 
majefty  [State  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  350].  “ That 
he  fhould  be  able  to  make  out  a title  for  him 
to  Conaught  againft  all  oppofition  : and  that 

the  acquilition  to  his  majefly  would  be  above 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  acres — ” — Yet 
in  the  fame  year  he  had  written  to  the  Lord 
Treafurer  [Vol.  I.  p.  340]  “ How  to  make  out 
his  majefty’s  title  to  Conaught  and  Ormond, 
which  con fde ring  how  they  have  been  already 

attempted 
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attempted  and  foiled,  is  of  all  the  reft  the  greatefl 
difficulty,  I have  not  hitherto  received  the  lealt 
inftrudion  from  your  lordffiip,  or  any  minifter 

on  that  fide — ” But  he  had  a very  fufficient 

method  of  his  own  of  title-makings  taught  him  by 
Chicheller — In  State  Letters,  Vol.  1.  p.  442, 
Wentworth  writes  to  the  council,  C£  that  he  had 
given  orders  to  his  managers  in  Conaught,  that 
when  he  went  there  to  hold  a court  of  Inquifition, 
gentlemen  of  the  bell  eftates  in  the  different  coun- 
ties fhould  be  returned  on  the  Juries  which  were 
to  be  held  in  the  firft  trials  of  defedive  titles  : 
becaufe  this  being  a leading  cafe  for  the  whole 
province,  it  would  fet  a value  upon  the  goodnefs 
of  the  king’s  title;  and  if  the  Jury  Jhould  prevari- 
cate, 1 will  be  Jure  to  have  perfons  of  fuch  means  as 
might  anfwer  to  the  king  in  a round fine , in  the  Cafile 
chamber  ; and  becaufe  the  fear  of  that  fine  would 
be  apter  to  produce  the  dehred  effed  in  fuch 
perfons,  than  in  others  who  had  nothing  to 
lofe — ” 

Does  the  treatment  of  any  conquered  country 
parallel  this  tyranny ! and  what  pidure  do  thefe 
paffages  prefent  of  the  peacable,  timid,  fubmif- 
five  difpofition  of  the  innocent  Catholicks,  la- 
bouring under  fuch  accumulated  wrongs — ? — 

“ Wentworth’s  Projed,  fays  Dr.  Leland,  was 
nothing  lefs  than  to  fubvert  the  title  to  every 
eftate,  in  every  part  of  Conaught,  and  to  eftablifh 
a new  plantation  through  that  whole  province, 
A projed  which  when  firfi  propofed  in  the  late  reign 
was  received  with  horror,  and  amazement,  f’Yol.  3. 
p.  30.]  He  alfo  obferves  “ that  needy  projedors, 
and  rapacious  courtiers.  Hill  continued  the  fcao- 
dalous  traffic  of  pleading  the  king’s  title  againft 
the  poffieffors  of  eftates,  feizing  their  lands , or 

forcing 
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forcing  them  to  grievous  compofitions — £Vol.  3 

p- 13-] 

One  infiancc,  from  a multitude,  of  the  cruel 
punifhment  of  Jury-men  in  the  ftar-chamber, 
who  refufed  to  find  a title  in  needy  proje&ors 
and  rapacious  courtiers,  to  the  ancient  efiates 
and  inheritances  of  their  Catholic  countrymen, 
a peaceable  and  unoffending  race,  I will  adduce 
from  my  lord  Wentworth’s  own  narrative  of  his 
treatment  of  the  Jury  of  the  county  of  Gal- 
way.— This  Jury  would  not  comply,  and  find 
for  the  Deputy;  and  grievoufly  they  atoned 
for  it. — 

“ We  bethought  ourfelves,  writes  his  lordfhip, 
of  a courfe  to  vindicate  his  Majefty’s  honor  upon 
this  occafion,  not  only  againft  the  perfons  of  the 
Jurors,  but  alfo  againft  the  fheriff,  for  returning 
fq  infufficient  a Jury  ; and  therefore,  we  fined  the 
Jheriff  in  a thonfand  pounds  to  his  Majefiy  ; and  we 
have  fined  the  furors  four  thoufand  pounds  each  ; 
their  efiates  are  feized,  and  themf elves  imprifoned 
till  the  fines  he  paid — — ” [ State  Letters  of  Straf- 
ford, Vol.  I.]  , 

Such  was  the  fentence  infli&ed  upon  the  firfl 
Magiftrate  of  a county ; and  upon  a jury,  who 
gave  a verdidt  according  to  their  confciences ; 
and  would  not  make  a wanton  conveyance  of  the 
inheritance  of  their  Catholic  neighbours. — How  ill 
this  tyranny  began  to  be  relifhed  by  Strafford’s 
own  packed  Parliament,  about  this  time,  may  be 
codedted  f;  om  an  extraf : of  the  grievances  which, 
in  his  adminiftration,  tne  Commons  voted  real  ; 
and  which,  in  one  article,  alludes  to  this  cafe  of 
the  Sheriff,  and  gentlemen  of  Galway, — [Com- 
mons’Journals,  Vol.  I.  page  94]  “ That  Jurors, 

who 
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who  gave  their  vcrdi£t  according  to  their  con- 
•feiences,  were  cenfured  in  the  cadle-chamber, 
(the  ftar-chamber)  in  great  tines  ; fometimes 
pillored,  with  lofs  of  ears  ; and  bored  through  the 
tongue ; and  fometimes  marked  in  the  forehead 
with  an  iron,  with  other  infamous  punifh- 
ments. — ” And  Do&or  Leland  fays,  in  his  Hif- 
tory,  Vol.  3,  page  32 — “ The  jurors  of  Galway 
were  to  remain  in  prifon  till  each  of  them  paid 
his  line  of  four  thoufand  pounds  ; and  ac- 
knowledged his  offence  in  Court,  upon  his 
knees. — ” 

Againd  thefe  united  religious,  and  territorial 
depredations  on  the  Catholic ks,  by  lord  Straf- 
ford and  the  Proteflant  government,  the  natives 
were  deditute  of  all  manner  of  defence  ; which 
is  powerfully  dated  in  that  elevated  and  lamenta- 
ble Remondrance  of  the  Catholicks  at  Trim,  on 
the  17th  of  March,  1642, 46  The  procuring  of  falfe 
inquifitions  upon  feigned  titles  to  our  edates, 
againd  many  hundred  years  polfedion  ; and  no 
traverfe,  or  petition  of  right,  admitted  thereunto  : 
and  Jurors  denying  to  find  fucli  claims  were  cen- 
fured to  public  infamy,  and  ruin  of  their  ef- 
tates. — And  nothing  mud  dand  againd  fuch 
claims  to  great  and  confiderable  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  but  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  \ 
and  if  letters  patent  be  produced,  as  in  mod  cafes 
they  were,  none  mud  be  allowed  valid,  nor  yet 
fought  to  be  legally  avoided  ; fo  that  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  letters  patent  were  declared  void  in 
one  morning,  nearly  to  the  utter  ruin  of  thefaid  Ca - 
tholicks . — [See  Remondrance  of  Trim,  Section 
II. — Carte’s  Ormond,  Vol.  III.] 

But  I have  fatigued  you  out  of  meaiure;  and 
will  now  lay  a final  redri&ion  upon  further  quo- 
tation.— - 
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tation. — Such,  gentlemen,  was  the  cruel  oppref- 
fion,  fuch  were  the  ftimulus  which  drove  the  un- 
protected and  defperate  Irifh  to  the  extremities,  and 
to  the  violences  of  1641  ; violences  fo  magnified, 
and  a wa?  fo  little  underftood,  that  a critical  re- 
fearch  into  the  hifiorical  documents  of  the 
times,  might  vindicate  the  Catholicks  from  the 
imputed  commencement  of  thefe  barbarities;  and 
afcertain  that  the  ferocious  holiilities  of  both 
Tides  were  dilated,  by  feverifh  minds,  into  incre- 
dible exaggeration. 


It  would  be  unneceflary  to  fwell  thefe,  already 
too  tedious,  pages,  by  any  further  declaration  of 
opinion  regarding  general  Catholic  Rights,  to 
whichfrom  my  youth  I have  fo  frequently  pledged 
my  unimportant  name. 

The  Bar  and  the  Revenue,  are  their  undoubted 
inheritance ; and  their  fidelity  to  their  military  en* 
gagements,  long  eftablifhed,  and  every  day  exem- 
plified in  Europe,  fhould  peculiarly  recommend 
them  to  the  army  and  the  marine. — If  the  regiment 
of  Berwick,  over  whom  James,  a fugitive,  and 
in  a foreign  land,  bent  his  grey,  difcrownedhead, 
and  confecrated  their  fidelity  with  his  tear s,Jhould, 
for  having,  after  a lapfe  of  100  years,  adhered  to 
the  fame  eftablifhed  military  principle,  and  to 
the  facrednefs  of  an  oath,  be  conftdered  by  fome 
Reformers , as  immature  for  renovators  of  the  con^ 
ftitution,  furely  it  can  be  no  difqualificatk  >c 
their  becoming  the  foldkrs  of  the  ftate. 
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Strange  fatality  attendant  on  the  brave  ! — 
Fidelity  to  Religion  and  allegiance  to  the  French 
Monarch,  incapacitates  them  for  the  armies  of 
their  natural  Sovereign  ; and  excludes  them  from 
ti  conhi union  which  profeiles  religious  liberty , and 
i$  ftri&ly  monarchical. 

As  to  any  profeflion  or  defcription  of  men, 
offering  technical  oppofition  to  the  emancipation 
of  the  Catholic  body,  not  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  hazardous  to  the  hate,  but  becaufe 
Catholicks  may  divide  with  them  the  emoluments 
of  office,  the  fees  of  profeffion,  and  the  wages  of 
certain  crafts,  its  tranfcendant  prei'umption  would 

create  a contemptuous  laugh — Does  any 

exclufive  body,  profeffional,  or  handicraft,  ima- 
gine that  parliament,  and  the  great  mafs  of  four 
million  and  a half  of  people,  agitating  a com- 
prehenfive  and  a momentous  national  meafure, 
will  afford  cognizance  to  the  illiberaiity  of  petty 
monopoly  : or  continue  to  reftridl  two  millions 
to  poverty,  becaufe  that  poverty  may  minilter  to 
their  exclujive  gains  ?< r— 

And  God  know?s  ! the  boon  is  but  fmall, 
where  the  neceffities  are  fo  calamitous——™ 
Government  opens  to  the  Catholic  gentlemen 
an  avenue  to  the  departments  of  the  law  : and 
to  the  opulent  tradefman  an  increafe  of  his  ap- 
prentices  in  themfelves,  both  highly  accep- 
table  — But  how  will  this  liberality  extend 

itfelf  to  the  peafant  ? —Where  mourn  thev, 

the  wffiile  ! within  what  clay-cold,  roofiefs 

habitation  does  the  ftrength  and  effence  of  the 

nation  famifh  ? — No  man  fays,  God  blefs 

them! — -but  the  contempt  of  neglect  is  poured 

upon  their  innocent  heads  1 -From  afar , 

their  faint  car  hearkens  to  the  fugacious  found  * 

of* 
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of  Liberty,  and  for  an  inflant  they  are  erect  to 
catch  the  Ion g-ex pelted  call : But  it  dies  away, 
impotent  to  their  relief,  and  they  relapfe  again 
to  penury,  and  flupor  !— — — 

But,  I am  queftioned  wherefore  have  I recited 
thefe  ancient  oppieffions,  whofe  tendency  may 
be  to  awaken  their  concomitant  animofities  t 

If  animofities  are  awakened,  their  opiate  is  in 
your  pofi'elfion,  for  reparation  is  in  your 
hands  : — To  relieve  the  mifery  of  the  peafantiy 
is  the  only  objed  of  my  refearches  ; and  the  root 
ot  their  difeafe  lay  deep,  and  required  invefti- 
gation  to  the  fouice  ! — They  afk  but  for  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Proteflant  yeoman  ! — — — -That  you 
will  beflow  a boon  upon  them  which  can  nothing 
impoverish  yourielves  !— that  you  will  extend 
to  the  Catholic  farmer  the  essential  spirit 
of  the  confiitution  ; which  in  the  divine  firnile  of 
the  Poet,  is  a communication  of  fire  to  the  lamp 
of  another,  without  fuffering  a diminution  of 

your  own  light,  or  heat And  had  I any 

Solicitude  to  be  recolledled  by  poilerity  I fhould 
require  no  other  character  to  be  inferibed  upon 
my  monument,  than— 

u Here  is  depofited,  the  friend  of  the  pealants  ; 

The  advocate  of  thofe  who  could  not  return  him  fervice  ; 

But  the  country-people  loved  him — 

You  will  obferve,  gentlemen,  I have  not  dab- 
bled with  any  local  Ulfier  diflurbances — I do  not 
confider  them  within  the  fcope  of  my  prefect 
undertaking;  I have  no  fkill  in  the  in.veftigation 
of  petty  oppreflion,  and  the  confequent  refifiance 
of  the  moll  calamitous  of  the  fpecies  ; nor  do  I 
pretend  to  afeertain  the  proportions  of  outrage 

between 
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between  a local  mob  of  either  religion: — they  who 
bring  their  eyes  to  the  ground  will  fee  dirt  ; I 
thank  my  God,  my  mind  is  difpoled  to  contem- 
plate the  Catholic  cause  from  a higher  emi- 
nence.— 

' In  behalf  of  that  caufe  I have  thus  far  ventured 
to  exprefs  myfelf,  with  a boldnefs  of  language 
originating  from  the  convidion  of  truth  : and 
further  than  where  I have  notv  reached,  it  might 
be  unneceftary  for  me  to  proceed : but  it  is  the 
iERA  of  un  reft  rained  fpeculation  ; and  however 
I may  accede  to,  or  difapproveof  the  dodrines  of 
the  reigning  mode,  1 rejoice  at  the  prefent 

latitude  of  political  difeuftion. Truth  never 

fh rinks  from  the  invejligation  of  reafon,  tyranny 
and  bigotry  never  hazard  the  encounter — the 
perfedion  of  government  is  the  profperity  of  the 
many  ; and  an  enlightened  people  cannot  too 
intimately  inveftigate  a fubjed  which  concerns 
themfelves,  and  their  pofterity — 

For  my  own  part,  therefore,  I take  liberty 
to  acknowledge  that  I do  not  contemplate  the 
late  French  Revolution  as  any  model  for  Britifh 
or  Irifn  imitation ; but,  certainly,  as  an  ab  ft  rad 
objed  of  our  applaufe.— -The  relative  circu al- 
liances of  our  government  were  diflimilar 
throughout. — They  were  reduced  to  the  grievous 
neceflity  to  deftroy,  and  to  create  : Our’s  is  the 
pleafmg  talk  to  renovate  and  to  reftore. — We 
have  a King,  and  two  independent  Houfes  of 
Legifiature  ; they  languifhed  under  a defpo- 
tifm.— — And  before  the  wife  and  virtuous  in  the 
State,  confent  to  exchange  that  venerable  combi- 
nation for  any  untried  experiment  in  politics, 
however  fanBioned  by  necejfity  in  another  kingdom, 
let  us  puih  our  Conftitution  to  the  extremity  of 

perfedvon 
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perfection  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  hazard  the 
trial  of  it,  in  its  renovated  date,  for  half  the 
period  in  which,  for  centuries  it  has  conducted 
Great-Britain  to  an  extent  of  general  human  happi- 
pinefs , totally  unexperienced  by  ancient  Repub- 
licks. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  the  French  monarch, 
and  the  republican  complexion  of  that  national 
government,  is  irrelevant  to  the  imperial  crowms 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.— If  the  reprefenta- 
tion  in  the  people’s  house  of  Parliament,  be  im- 
perfect and  inadequate,  it  is  our  own  concern  ; and 
it  is  unqueflionablv  in  our  power  to  remedy  it  by 
a confitutional  reform  : We  have  no  colour  of 
COMPLAINT  AGAINST  OUR  SOVEREIGN  *.  In  his 
Majedy’s  reign  we  have  partaken  of  advantages 
untaded  in  the  ifland  for  centuries  : Our  grievances 
do  not  demand  encroachment  upon  the  crown  : 
they  proceed  from  an  unconditional  aridocratic 
influence  in  the  people’s  Houfe  ol  Parliament,  and 
from  a Protedant  monopoly  edabl idled  over  the 
ifland.  A comprehenflve  and  unequivocal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people,  will  afford  every  advan- 
tage which  a Republic  could  hold  out,  while  the 
two  fuperior  orders  will  happily  fhield  us  from  its 
excejfcs. — But  long  fince,  and  previous  to  the 
military  Convention  at  the  Rotunda,  I warned  my 
condiments  of  Lifburn,  in  myfrjl  letter  addreffed 
to  them,  that  every  plan  of  reform,  and  every 
effort  for  its  accomplifhment,  would  be  imper- 
fect, and  impotent,  which  did  not  compre- 
hend the  Catholic  imered  of  the  country : and 
events  have  tefifed  that  however  youthful,  I had 
not  adopted  a very  erioneous  fydem. 

T imagine,  that  though  republicanifm  were  a 
preferable  for  in  of  government,  it  would  be 

found 
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found  unfuited  to  the  genius,  and  the  inveterate 
habits  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ; that  the 
people  themfelves  would  not  relifh  it  ; and  there- 
fore that  it  is  unattainable  in  the  effort,  and  im- 
practicable in  its  continuation. 

I prefer  Monarchy,  as  more  fpeedy  and  decifive 
in  the  executive  office : I confider  nobility  as  a 
ftimulus  to  the  ranks  beneath  it ; and  that  it  is 
always  eligible,  where  virtue  may  be  wanting, 
to  fubftitute  fome  other  motive  to  ufeful  exertion, 
equally  operative,  though  not  fo  pure  : And  I 
believe  that  where  all  are  on  a level,  money 
alone  is  monarch,  nobility,  and  citizen;  and  that, 
of  itfelf,  is  but  a fordid  qualification  ! — “ Where 
has  difappeared  the  difmterefted  boldnefs,  the 
independent  fimplicity,  and  the  enthufiaftic  bra- 
very of  the  Britifh  gentry  ?”  faid  fome  tefty  old 
grey-beard  to  Samuel  Johnfon : — “ It  is  gone, 
Sir,”  replied  the  morofe  DoCtor,  “ into  the  city, 
to  look  for  a fortune. — ” 

“ I can  more  readily  admire,”  faid  Junius, 

the  liberal  fpirit,  and  integrity,  than  the  found 
judgment  of  any  man , who  prefers  a republican 
form  of  government  in  this,  or  any  other  empire 
of  equal  extent,  to  a monarchy  fo  qualified  and 
limited  as  ours; — I am  convinced  that  neither  is  it 
in  theory  the  wifeft  fyffem  of  government,  nor 
practicable  in  this  country  : — yet,  though  I hope  the 
Britifh  confitution  will  for  ever  preferve  its 
original  monarchical  form,  I would  have  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  ftrictly  republican  — J do  not 
mean , the  licentious  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  riot : I mean 
a general  attachment  to  the  common  weal,  dif- 
tind  from  any  partial  attachment  to  perfons  or 
families- — an  implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  laws  only, 
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and  an  affection  to  the  magiftrate,  proportioned  to 
the  integrity  and  wifdom  with  which  he  adminifters 
their  affairs. — ” 


Let  thefe  pages,  with  which  I have  troubled 
you,  become  popular  or  otherwife,  I muft  reply 
in  the  manly  language  of  the  writer  I have  lately 
quoted— “ I do  not  pretend  to  underhand  thofe 
prudent  forms  of  decorum,  thofe  gentle  rules  of 
difcretion,  which  fome  men  endeavour  to  unite 
with  the  conduct  of  the  greateil,  and  moll  ha- 
zardous affairs  : engaged  in  the  defence  of  an 
honourable  caufe,  I would  take  a decilive  part  ; 
and  fhould  fcorn  to  provide  for  a future  re- 
treat— 

I am  not  attached  to  cold  friends , who  dole  out, 
with  cautious  hand,  inadequate  alleviation  to 
calamity,  and  temporary  mitigation  to  poverty 
and  farrow  ; being  of  the  opinion  of  Coriolanus : 

<c That  cold  ways, 

Which  feem  like  prudent  helps,  are  Very  poifonous, 
When  the  difeafe  is  violent— — * 

The  part  I have  ever  fupported  upon  this  mo- 
mentous difquifition,  has  been  neither  tempo- 
rizing nor  anonymous : I never  came  forward 
under  concealed  armour,  but  have  encountered 
with  my  name  upon  my  fhield.  Notwithhanding 
the  blight  of  Envy,  and  the  infinuations  of  De- 
traction, I can  have  no  felfifh  views: — I revived 
this  queflion  at  a period,  when  I incurred,  even 
with  my  friends,  the  imputation  of  indiferetion $ 

from 
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from  the  univerfal  dereliction  of  the  caufe. — In 
the  South  I am  totally  unconnected  : to  the  North 
at  large  I have  no  claim  of  protection:  and 
Lifburn,  by  a majority,  has  long  fince  fold  her- 

felf  and  me Lilburn  ! which  I loved  with  the 

unlimited  affeCtions  of  a hoy;  not  wifely,  but — 

too  well -who  imagined  that  from  the  honor 

and  the  ability  of  him  w7ho  went  before  me,  in  every 
face  I fhould  behold  a protestor : in  riper  age,  a 
friend  in  every  fchoolfellow  : and,  that  alter  a 
noviciate  of  eight  years  umvarped  and  unequivo- 
cal difcharge  of  my  parliamentary  delegation,  I 
fhould  gather  a certain  harveft  of  future  confi- 
dence and  fupport.  Well ! that  delufionis  pall- 
no  more  fairy-land  in  Lifburn ! Even  thofe 
whom  hereditary  bounty  had  fed,  flifled  nature 
and  gratitude,  and  accepted  the  bribe  of  a 
Granger. 

I know  that,  in  a degenerate  country,  to  be 
difinterefted  and  honourable  in  public  affairs, 
is  to  create  a hoft  of  powerful  enemies  : but  no 
man  need  wafle  his  fpleen,  and  little  refentments 
againfl^;  for  though  I have  no  barrier  but  my 
integrity,  that  will  be  impregnable  to  his  attack. 
But  let  him  coolly  retire  with  my  book  to  his 
clofet,  andafk  himfelf,  Are  thefe  things  true  ? If  it 
be  mifreprefentation,  let  him  confute  me,  and  beat 
it  down ; and  if  it  be  incontrovertible,  let  him 
become  a profelyte,  and  amend . 

What  I have  written,  I would  upon  my  death- 
bed deliver  : I am  reftriCted  to  no  party  : lam 
noenthufiafl  for  a favourite  meafure  : I unite  with 
no  individual,  but  fuch  as  I think  means  honeftly 
to  the  flate,  and  humanely / to  the  people  ; — cp.u- 
elty  to  them,  is  the  cause  that  Ireland  has  fo 
long  pined  in  difcontent  and  contemptibility. — 

God 
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God  has  vifited  the  unfeeling  with  peculiar 
judgments— Ireland,  an  ifland  with  the  finelt  ports 
in  the  world,  and  the  moft  critically  eligible 
iituation  for  commerce,  has  been,  comparatively 
with  its  extent,  without  commerce  a hundred 
and  fifty  years — 

An  ifland  which  w^as  inconteflibly,  if  not  the 
parent,  certainly  the  foflerer  of  arts  and  learning, 
amid  the  darknefs  and  barbarifm of  lurrounding. 
Europe,  has  been  for  a century,  in  competition 
w ith  Great  Britain,  a prodigy  of  illiteracy  ; filent 
her  feminaries  of  learning,  and  her  bookfeliers 
now  panders  to  the  moll  detestable  gam- 
bling.— 

Ireland,  whofe  peculiar  political  fituation  re- 
quires, and  demands,  her  Reprefentatives  to  be  of 
independent  fortunes,  and  of  incorruptible  in- 
tegrity, beholds  a gambling  feminary  plant  itfelf, 
and  flourilh,  under  the  very  eye,  and  fhade  of 
legislation  ; — like  an  audacious  proftitute*  ob- 
truding, in  the  place  of  prayer,  upon  the  devo- 
tions of  virtue.  A gaming-houfe  affiaults  the  feat 
of  jufiice,  and  jollies  it  from  its  pillars  ; — dares 
to  rear  aloft  its  fhame-encircled  front,  and  boldly 
fummon  the  youth  of  Ireland,  the  future  pro- 
mife  of  the  country,  to  vice  and  ruin,  to  impo- 
verilh  their  revenues,  to  anticipate  debility,  and  to 
Reel  their  feelings  up  to  the  very  adamant  of  a 
gambler’s  heart  ! that,  without  compunction, 
remorfe,  or  lhame,  they  may,  through  a private 
channel  which  runs  into  the  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
replenifh  their  purfes  by  the  fale  of  their  vote ; and 
barter  the  honor  of  an  Irilhman,  the  profperity  of 
his  tenants,  and  the  commerce  of  his  country, 
with  any  pelting  petty  officer  whom  the  Minifter 
of  England  fnall  fend  over  as  a Vote-Broker, 

fhall 
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Ihall  place  upon  the  backs  of  feme  of  the  alfes 
of  the  country,  and  command  the  ariftocracy  of 
Ireland  to  bow  down  to,  and  to  worfhip. 

And  thefe  judgments  never  will  be  averted,  ’till 
nakednefs  and  famine,  and  a devouring  tythe,  be 
taken  away  from  the  threfhold  of  the  peafant ; — 
till  his  little  cottage  be  fwept  and  garnilhed,  and 
himfelf,  a free  man, 

For  the  fake  of  experience,  confcience,  and 
common  fenfe,  let  me,  therefore,  finally  conjure 
my  Proteftant  countrymen,  for  ever  to  eradicate 
from  their  minds  the  perfecuting  and  impolitical 
prejudice  of  excluding  the  ancient  peers,  the 
refpedlable  country  gentlemen,  the  opulent  mer- 
chants, the  ingenious  artificers,  the  labouring 
farmers,  and  all  ufeful  Irilhmen  of  the  Catholic 
church,  from  every  exercife  of  citizenfhip,  from 
every  (hare  in  the  government  and  adminiftration 
of  a country,  whole  welfare  and  tranquility 
is  cemented  with  their  own ; is  incontrovertibly 
as  much  their  interest  as  any  man’s  in  the 
community — and  the  pillars  of  whofe  conllitu* 
tion  were  reared,  afferted,  and  upheld  by  thei? 
fore-fathers  ! — * 

“ Of  nobleft  temper  heroes  old, 

Arming  to  battle,  and  inllead  of  rage, 

Deliberate  valour  breathing firm,  and  unmoved 

With  dread  of  death,  to  flight,  or  foul  retreat  !** 


In  contradi&ion  to  all  which  I have  now  adU 
vanced,  and  without  evidence  or  argument  to 
fpeak  to  the  head,  let  religious  rancour,  like 
the  fpirit  of  the  firfl  born  Cain,  the  parent  of 
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diftmft  and  malevolence,  now  ftalk  forwarc 

and  wrankle  the  human  heart let  it  impeach 

the  loyalty  and  tranquillity  of  the  whole  Catholic 
body,  from  the  madnefs  of  a rout  of  peafants, 
wearied  of  life,  and  defperate  from  invincible 

poverty -let  it  alfert,  that  all  the  blamelefs 

demeanour  of  that  innocent  and  injured  body,  is 
deducible  from  their  want  of  power,  not  of  their 
w illingnefs  to  rebel ; that  their  civil  oaths  of  alle- 
giance are  impious  diffimulations:  and  that  grati- 
tude can  have  as  weak  a hold  upon  their  minds, ‘ 

as  any  principle  favorable  to  liberty let 

this  fanatical  fury  come  forward,  breathing 
difcord  into  every  bofom,  Gripping  every  merit 
of  its  reward,  and  inveftigating  the  moll  deteftable 
motives,  as  lurking  behind  the  moll  irreprehenfible 
a61ions  ! but  if  the  monller  will  hazard  an  ex- 

hibition in  light,  we  mult  arm  againlt  its  poifon, 
and  offer  it  unceafing  combat,  with  the  weapons 
prefented  to  us  by  experience,  history,  and 
the  times  : and  thus  accoutred,  we  challenge 

THE  SPECTRE  TO  APPEAR  ! 

I remain,  gentlemen,  with  thanks  for  your 
having  travelled  through  my  tedious,  but  not  en- 
tirely inefficacious  volume,  your  very  refpe&ful 

lervant. Cenfure,  or  approbation,  are  hourly 

becoming  objects  more  remote  from  my  conli- 
deration  ; I difcharge  my  duty ; and  the  gradual 
decay  of  my  health,  forewarns  me  it  is  my  fafelt 
confolation  : but  I truly  congratulate  myfelf,  that 
at  length  my  ideas  upon  this  momentous  difquili- 
tion,  are  confonant  to  the  opinions  of  fo  respec- 
table a body  of  my  more  peculiar  country- 
men— 

WILLIAM  TODD  JONES. 

Bray, 

Jaiu  2$tby  1792. 


